
AUCKLAND.
(Contributed.')

Pioneer Catholic Families.
Much "as the desirability exists for recording the life-work of prominent pioneer Catholic families, tho scope ofthese memoirs does not permit of this being done, with theexception of a few notable instances here and therethrough-

oat the Dominion, Avhich have been brought under ournotice in tho process of collecting material suitable for
the publication in Avkich we are engaged. Closely asso-ciated with the rise and progress of the Church in Auck-land, and bearing a considerable share in the advancementof religion and education, are the familiesof Mr. EdwardMahoney and Mr. Edmund Mahony, the heads of which.although bearing a similar name, were not related excepiby marriage.

Mr. Edward Mahoney, head of the firm of Messrs. E.Mahoney and Sons, the well known architects, was a nativeof Cork, where he studied his profession, and came out
to New Zealand with his wife and three young childrenin February, 185G. There being little scope in Aucklandin those days for the practice of his profession, Mr.Mahoney, who al*o had had a technical training, startedin business first as a builder and later as a -timber mer-chant. In 1870, he commenced the practice of his pro-fession, being joined later by his eldest son, Mr. ThomasMahoney, tho present head of the firm, 'and afterwardsby his youngest son, the late Mr. Robert Mahoney Forover thirty years tlie firm held the leading practice inAuckland as architects, designing and supervising the erec-tion of all classes of buildings, including all the CatholicorlowaKtical edificesof thediocese with few exceptions, andalso churches for other denominations, as well as a greatmany of the most important commercial and residentialbuildings m the province. Mr. Mahoiicy was for manyyearsarchitect to the Bank of New Zealand and the AucklandEducation and Grammar School Boards. He died in1895 at the ago of 71 years, Mrs. Mahoney having prede-ceased him in 1891. Out of eleven children he is sur-vivedby one daughter and two sons (Mr. T. Mahoney andVery Rev. Father Mahoney, of Orieliunga)As the Very Rev. W. H. Mahoneywas the first native-born New Zealander ordained priest, and as he will cele-brate Ins sacerdotal silver jubilee on April 12 a briefaccount of his career deserves a place in these memoirs.The Very Rev. William H. Mahoney, youngest sur-
viving son of the late Mr. Edward Mahoney, architect,was born at Auckland in October, 1857, and educated bythe Sisters of Mercy and at the Catholic boys' schools inAuckland. In February, 1876, after a short classicalcourse in Auckland, and upon the recommendation of theMost Rev. Dr. Croke, Archbishop of Cashel, who wastranslated a few years previously from Auckland, FatherMahoney went to Thurles, where the Archbishop resided,m order to study for the priesthood. While there DrCroke took a great interest in his young protege,'whomhe had confirmed in Auckland, and of whom he held ahigh opinion. His health failing him after a few yearsthe young student went to St. Omer (France) to readhiscourse of philosophy, but finding the climate of northernIrance rather trying he eventually went to St. Mary's
S^tti?8?!o**'0**' Uear Bjnningham, where the venerableBishopUllathorne,so well known in Australia,then resided.Here Father Mahoney finished his course after having
?rZV^t ¥ lT "° r?+rf a f6W years before at Ramsgat!from Dr. Luck, just then consecrated Bishop of Aucklandand upon the same occasion that Bishop Lenihan was or-dained priest. .On April 12, 1884, Father Mahoney wiraised to the priesthood by Dr. Ilsley, the present Bishopof Birmingham. After touring through Europe in com-pany with his elder brother, Mr..Thomas Mahoney, liereturned to New Zealand in October, 1884, and was sentby Bishop Luck as assistant for a short time to Monsignorfhe cltr?. ?n??n?ia

- *"*? -J.Une'1881885> h6 was tothe cliarge of the district embracing the whole of thenorth of Auckland from the North Shore to the NorthCape, with the exception of the Kaipara, Wairoa, andHokianga and having his headquarters at the Germansettlement of Puhoi. Here Father Mahoney remained
mortta^ in iRm

n JfarsSWlth the exception of about tenmonths m 1891 when he accompanied Bishop Luck" toEurope and, together with his younger brother,Mr. RobertS°srfT^ c rS8 \}Tt°* *?e?c East' Starine a short
ALinoi In, 1896 Jie made another visit to Europe withhis sister, visiting South America en route, and also SouthAfrica on Ins return. In 1899 Father Mahoney went to
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MEMOIRS OF THE EARLY DAYS

THE CHURCH IN NEW ZEALANDby the'Directory. The figures given oxit by the Directory,
it should at once be remarked, are not of the Directory's
own finding. They are those furnished by the Most Rev.
Archbishop of St. Louis to the National Bureau of the
Census at Washington, under instructions received from
the National Bureau itself.' Archbishop Ireland their
went on to explain that the laws of the United States 'do
not authorise the questioning as to the religious belief of
the citizen in the taking of the. regular census of the
population. The Bureau, however, is encouraged to obtain
a religious census by such indirect means as may seem
practicable and effective.' They usually have recourse to'
the religious bodies themselves,andto such agencies as they

severally may recommend. In the case of the Roman
Catholic Church, it was agreed between Mr. S. N. D.
North, director of the National Bureau, and the body of
the Archbishops, that the Metropolitanof St. Louis should
have the matter in hand, and, by putting himself into
communication with every Bishox) and every parish priest,
obtain for the Bureau an exact estimate of the Roman
Catholic population, so far as this was possible, upon .such
basis and through suoli calculations as Mr. North himself
had previously approved.'

The Archbishop of St. Paul then proceeds to switch
-the electric light on to the statistical fiction of the Times
correspondent. He quotes as follows the basis of cal-
culation approvedby Mr. North:

'
Those shall be reckoned

as Catholics who, baptised in the Church, whether in their
infancy or in their later years, still profess to be Cath-
olics

—
not having, since their baptism, withdrawn from theChurch, cither by open act of apostasy or by conduct

impliedry tantamount to a renunciation of the Catholic
faith— mere infrequency, however, in attendance at Mass
or at the Sacraments not constituting such renunciation.
1 Actual initiation into tho Church by baptism,' adds Arch-
bishop Ireland, 'and subsequent personal profession oftho Catholic faith, alone constitute membership in th>j
Catholic Church, and only such persons as come undertho^e conditions are comprised in the figures of the recentRoman Catholic census. Never would it have enteredinto the mind of a Catholic acquainted with his catechismto imagine that a mere vicarious profession of faiththrough the agency of friends or relatives, constitutes r>Catholic; never did it enter into the minds of bishops orpriests contributing to the Roman Catholic census to mark
down as a Catholic one who wouldclaim only such vicariousaffiliation. In families where some members profess theCatholic faith, where others are Protestants, or profess noreligious faith whatever, only those who personally pro-fess the Catholic faith— few or many as they may relati-vely have been— were remembered as Catholics.'

Thus goes to the wall another'Fairy-tale of a far-off land.'
Another matter, however, remains to be stated Thofigures of the Catholic population of the United States

given above (14,235,451) were provisional and incom-plete. It is my personal opinion,' said Archbishop Ire-land in his letter to the Tunes, 'that those figures are toolow. To represent fully the reality, Ibelieve they shouldnot be under 16 or even 17 millions. Three or four dio-ceses—among which is to be found one of the mostpopulous dioceses in the country— sent no report to theMetropolitanof St. Louis, so that he was obliged to creditthem with only the figures printed in older numbers ofthe Directory. In the reports of some other dioceses noadequate allowance, it seems to me, was made of the massesvLne Vl'V1
'I>lVe

i
lmm.lgrants» especially those of Orientalrites Throughout too, Icould read vestiges of olderhabits of some parish priests to claim as Catholics onlythose who are pew-holders or regular contributors tochurch funds ' But, even as they stand, the figures givea minimum Catholic population of 22,474,440 living underthe star-spangled banner. In this connection we mayappropriately quote from a statement made by ArchbishopGlennon, of St. Louis, to Pope Pius X. on December 12of the past year. 'Our results,' said the Archbishon'show about 14,000,000, from, which 15 pn- cettlifolededucted tn. the printed reports to allow for children undera certain, age, who arenot counted. ButIhad to explainto the Pope that while these are the figures recorded inthe official count, a great deal of supplementary informa-tion convinces me that the actual nvmher of Catholics Lthe United States Is not short of 18000 000 ' VCUJloitcs m
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