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ENGLAND—The Present State of Society
Rev. Father Bermard Vaaghan,
St. Church, Loaden, on Sunday, Janwary 21,

were living in days of terrible social upheaval,
ovorything scemmed out of joint, when the powers of dark.
ness were raising storms of passion among men in soc.u,ty
Belf-revereiice .and self-conirel were heing regarded as
superstitions of a bymonc day. The present state of un-
bridled passion abread, if it were traced to /its -source,

would be found to be due to” ncglcc.t of “Christ and 111ch[tu-

ence to His laws.

Westminster Cathedral =

Roferring in the Cathedral Ohroniele to the ﬂna.ncml
position of Westminster Cathedral, Bishop Johnson says
that, ¢ excluding the cost of the qltu, the iotal expenditure
on t.he Cathedral building, the Cathedral Ilali, and tha
Cloisters has been £235,420. Towards this expenditure,
£48,555 was granbed by lhe Charity Commissioners from
the sale of the Moorficlds properliy. The other receipts
have becen f{rom donslions, anunual suhseriptions, and be-
quosts.  There is still money available for some of the
chapels; and there is also sdine money for other fixed pur-
poscs, Bul on $he general huilding account of the Cathe-
dral there is a deficit of £8321, temporarily coverod by
a loan, on which inberest is paid at 3% per ceut.

GERMANY-—The Emperor’s Birthday

The Holy Tather sent an aulograph letler to the
German Emperor on the oceasion of the labler’s fifticth
birthday. The leticr is said to have been couched in ihe
warmest lerms of {riendship, and to have expressed a
fervent desire on the part of his Holiness 10 maintain cor-
dial relations with the Empervor.

HOLLAND—A Large Confraternity -
The Catholic population of Holland is about 1,700,000,

preaching at Farm-
said no -
thoughtful man could lugk around without feeling ‘they-

“when”

"~ Recelved in Private Audience

and of these at least 108,000 are moembers of ihe Confra-%

ternity of the Holy Family. As an assistant to the direc-
Lors, the zealous members suppert a weekly paper, which
contains the news of the sociely and articles caleulated
to increase the fervor of the menfbers. The circulation
is said Lo be great.

ITALY—A Tribute to the Clergy

A tribute paid so spontaneously io the herojsm of
the clergy of Dlessina—or, rather, the third part of that
body who survived the eaxthqua]\e—by Signor Giuseppe
’l‘o:.c.mw, a well-known Socialist of Messina and director of
the auti-clerical paper, the Germingl (says a Rome cor-
respondent), las hecn received with a good deal of pleasure
by the public. Simply for the sake of truth,” says this
Socialist leader, ‘I, the undermentioned,K Giuseppe Tos-
cano, late Mummpal Councillor of unfortunate Messina,
attesl that as soon as the catastrophe occurred I met with
three Brothers of the Convent of Carmine on the debris.
Their convent and my house, which were destroyed by the
carthgquake at the same moment, had steod side by side.
The religious, whose Trames are P Ansclmo Alessi, Prior of
the Convent; P. Agostino Tornatore, and P. Bn-ldm Lo
Gindice, were almost naked, but yct {they sot 'hhemsc]ves
to the work of saving those buried alive, Aud although
they themselves had barely escaped, and were without any
tools, they kopt at work by the sole strongth of their
arms. 1 provided them with some clothes, which I took out
of my house from 2 room not cutirely destrayed, and joined
them in their good work: There were saved Bignorina Sal-

viera, Signora Mangano, Signorp Magri, a child—0liviéi -

—and six or soven others whose names were unknown to
us. This d(.(,]matmn cannot ‘but’ be above suspicion, be-

causo I belong, as is well known, to the Socialist” Palty 1

and directed the Germinal.
The Ruins of Reggio .

The Convent of ile Donumcans at Reggio (writes a
Rome- correspondent) was in the high town, ,in the Via
Reggio Campi. At half-past 5§ Father Luddi, the Superior,
was startled oat of his sleep. He saw the walls tottering.
Instantly he threw himsclf under his hed. The ceiling fell.
The floor fell through, and the Father was flung on, to
the storcy below. In an interview with a press correspon-

dent, ho said he could ‘not cxplain how le was able-almost -

1mmed1atc]v to free himself from tlm tuins, though bleed-
ing from sevcral wounds. “Then,” said the Father, *T

heard rise up in the darkuess the immense clameor, made -

up of thousands of piercing cries.
religious, saved like mysel,
Convent of the Visitalion.

With my four fellow-
I ran to the neighboring
The sixty pupils and forty

“nuns wore all saved; some children liad been buried ander
_ the ruins, but they were quickly god out-uninjurcd.’ Dus-
.ing those first, houwrs of the (]15&51:91‘ the, roligious .associaled
with themsclves some. soldiers who had cscaped from ihe
-ruing of their barracks, and restored their courage. To-
_gother they went to the hospital, climbed the shattered
“walls and saved several sick. “Their later acilions form
!part of the general history of those first days. Monsignor
- Dattola and his semlnurlsts, some priests, some religious,
and a few surviving soldiers were alone in bringing aid
to the injured in chglo -

ROME—Death of a Cardinal -

Thoe death took place ab Rome on- February 3 of Car-
.dinal Crctoni. The Cardinal was in hig seyenty-sixth year.
*Be wos sent as Nuncio to Spain in 1895, and in the fol-

lowing year was created Cordinal. He was Prefoct of the
0011"1 egatmn of Rites and Indnlgences.

On January 27 the Holy Father rcceived in private
audience General Lord Ralph EKerr, Admiral Lord
Walter Kerr, and their daughters, who were presented by
Mgr. IPraser, Rector of the Scotch College. - Hearing thab
Lord Walter Kerr had boon Firgt Sea Lord: of ! tho Ad-
miralty, his. Holiness took oceccasion to- express- -once More,
through Mgr. Frascr, his deep feeling “of gratitude for the
noble wark. dane “by the szilorg’ of_ the Britisl “Meditcr-
raneawr Flest in Sicily and Calabria, snd-he wasg particu-
lafly- hitérested bo -liear that-Lord- Walterls zon had been
one of the officers cwghgdd in the work of rescue. Lord
. Ralph’ and Lord Walter, bcmgp@:}’ﬁvelts of ‘half a cenbary's
st,a.udmg, Iepcnrtcd fo his Huhness the Drogress | oi‘ i:.hc

Catholic Churely in Edmbmgh Thé‘ Pape explcssg,d “the
hope that mno- effort wounld he spa,u..fl by the ° clefuy and
laily %o bring Scotlaiid back to thé true Church.

The Swiss Guard

Pope Pius X, has issned an order that the umfum;
of the Swiss (Guard st the Vatican sheould revert to ihat
invented and designed hy Michgel Angelo. In ihe course
of years {(says the Catholic Tnne.) the uniform has been
changed by successive Popes, Gregory XV., for ezampile,
aubstituting a * William Tell” cap. Pius IX. restored the
helmet, but gave it a modern guise. The present Pape
has restored the splendid stecl cuirass and antigue hel-
mets, which will be worn on State occasions. The helmets
are of fifleenth century siyle work, and the cuirasses are
splendidiy damaseencd Both cuirasses and helmets are
the gifi of tHe German Catholic Societies to the Pope.

SWITZERLAND —Progress of the Charch

Catholicity has been making great headway-in Switzor-
land in recent years. The Bureau Federal de Statistique,
in his ‘engquete’ concerming religious professions, sbates
-that ‘in all the cantons the Catholic religion counts more
adherents than in 1888, o change which is produced chiefly
in the towns that have had a Protestant majority. In
Geneva the Protestants were formerly much more numecrous
than the Catholies. Now there are 30,000 Protestants and
28,000 Caiholics. From 1850 to 1888 the rgropuﬂnon of
Catholies and. “Protegtants. remained the safe; since 1888
it has clianged in thé interests of Catholicism.’

UNITED STATES ~The Church in the Philippines

The Senate Committee oun the Philippines on January
19 {writes a Washington cormspondcnt) authorised a faver-
able report on the bill-appropriating 80,083 dollars to o
paid to four religious Oxders of: the Catholic Church in
-tho Philippine Isiands in full satisfaction of 3l claims for
the use of property of the ()rc]els by ‘the military Forces
of the Umbcd States prier ’ﬁo January 24, 1906.

The See oi Baltistore - . ~. - -

The Right Rev. Dr. Cmugan, Assts’bant Blshop to
Cardinal Gibbous, who w as consecr ‘ated by-his Einifience Ain
the Daltimore Cathedral on JYaruary 10, has béen the re.
cipient of many couga:bula.tmns and presents from the
people of that diocose, in whigh he had heen Vicar-General.
The. priests tendered a che..qua for a 1'1r're a.mount
* The Catholic Popualation - .

The official Catholic \Dlrcctm"y for~ thc, Umtod Slates
of America gives the Catholic population of the States as
14,285,451, cxclusive of the Catholic population of the
l’hilippines, Puorte Rico, and the Hawaitan Islands. Iu-
cluding the Catholic population of the latter countries,

_there arc 22,474,440 Catholics under the flag of the United
States Adding to those the 12,053,000 Catholic subjects
of the British Bmpire, we find that ihe total of Cutholics
in the English-speaking world is just over 34} millions.
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