
admittance to the comfortable room where 'Mr. Arthur '
sat by a huge fire, leisurely smoking a cigar,_ as though
he were a royal personage. There was quite time enough
for Lotte to feel that if she had come on a fool's errajid
it would be an unpardonable matter ,to have insisted on
seeing 'Mr.. Arthur,' before she found herself following
an assistant dewn a carpeted passage to the great man's
door.

- " . . ' -
> .

Mr. Arthur stood up with his back to.the fire, his
cigar behind his back, as Lotte came in. It was a con-
cession to her delicaterefinement of air; and it said some-
thing for Mr. Arthur that he' recognised it, despite her
very shabby clothing.'Well^ madam,' he said, 'whatcanIhave the pleasure
of doing for you?'

,His manner was a trifle supercilious. He did not see
how Lotte could have'important business such as must be
dealt with by one of the firm, and he rather suspected
an appeal for alms.'

Icalled about a pearl necklace whichI ' Lotte
began. �

'

Mr. Arthur flung his cigar into the fire. He jumped
at Lotte and snatched the necklace from her. He flew to
the door and shouted. Three other gentlemen, as like
himself as possible, but a little older or a little\younger,
came in answer to his summons.-

'The pearls!— the pearls!' he shouted.
The other gentlemen shouted, too. To Lotte's imagi-":

nation the room"seemed full of excited 'Mr. Arthurs.'
Presently the excitement calmed down a bit; and the

oldest of the gentlemen turned his attention to Lotte, who
was waiting to tellher story. _ .'These were sold to you, madam, by mistake, as a
string of imitationpearls, a year ago. We. have been ad-

-
vertising everywhere for you since.' -'

Inever saw the advertisement,' said Lotte.'
But you discovered that the pearls wereTfot what

youhad supposed them to be? How did you discover it?''
Iwas playing the violin at a party this week. A

gentleman noticed the pearls. " He said he would give^me
seven thousand pounds for them. Ithought he was jest-
ing. ButIwent home and told my husband

—
who is very

ill, or he would have, come to you himself.''
Who was the gentleman?'

Lotte produced the card which she had brought with
her. It passed from one gentleman to another, and they
smiled at one another. The youngest said, 'Cute old fox!' -
and stroked his fair moustache.'May Iask what reward you expect for .restoring
the pearls?' inquired one.'Reward, sir?' Lotte answered, lifting her eyes to the
questioner. '

Inever thought of reward. The pearls are
yours and not mine. Isuppose you will let me have the\
moneyIpaid for the necklace?''You have restored this without hope of fee or re-

'

ward, although you have been offered seven thousand -
pounds for it!'

,'But it was not mine to sell— not ours; so my husband
said whenItold him.'

All the faces seemed to look wonderfully-kind at Lottp.
'As a master of fact,' said the eldest gentleman, 'the

'

necklace is practically priceless. It belongs to the Duchess
of Westshire. It has cost lives as well as years and money
to find these pearls,perfectly matched, perfectly graduated.
Her Grace entrusted it to us to repair the clasp. By some
incredible error, it was laid down where an inexperienced
assistant found it and sold it to you. Her Grace has been
very considerate with us...Such a thing never happened
before now in our hands. My dear young lady, you have
done us an incalculable;service!''Ivvill go now,' said- Lotte.

'
Iam very glad, sir,

that we found out about the necklace.
'
Iwill wish you

good-morning.'
She made a little old-fashioned curtesy. Then she

remembered andblushed. ''Please may Ihave the thirty-five shillings?' she
said. 'We are poor and my husband is ill.'" Thirty-five shillings ! Good heavens! Why, the firm
is indebted-to you for more than it can pay! And in.
any case, there is a reward of a, thousand pounds for the
restoration of this.'

�.,,. ,. �
The room seemed to go round with Lotte. A thou-

sand pounds!' she repeated. 'August would not take it.
It is too much for just being honest.''Iwill come with you and see your husband,' the
elder man said. 'Itisonmy way to the Duchess's. I
must let her know at once that the pearls are found. It
will be better to talk business matters over, with your

A few minutes later Lotte found herself flying noise-
') lessly westward in an electric brougham, the gentleman by

1 her side saying little, but looking very kindly at Lotte
now and again, while his hand caressed the jewel case
which he was carrying.
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Lotte waited for him while he "interviewed the
Duchess and restored the precious jewels to her keeping.

He came from the house radiant.
/'.Her Grace is coming to see you,' he, said. ' 'My

child, whom the Duchess befriends is fortunate-indeed.'
It was like a dream to Lotte..There was a thousand

pounds-in bank "for them, and the jewellers had also in-
sisted on providing August and Lotte' -with their passage

to Italy. And before they had got "over these won-
ders there was a most beautiful young lady in"the door-
way of the poor little room, asking for Lotte and. August,

"

and smiling'at them with the most bewitching kindness;
whileher bright eyes roamed hither and thither, taking,in
the evidences of poverty,and refinement in the room.'You are to -get strong,' she said to August'; 'and next
season^ you shall both play at my parties. The Duke
adores'music, and so .do I.'

Her eye fell on a sheet of manuscript music, on which" August had been working when he fell ill. She seemed
to understand_withouf asking questions. *'You shall dedicate-thisto me,' she said; 'Iam going
to look* after you'both. Iadore 'ariists, and -you.have
rendered us an incalculable service. It, would have been-
so easy to break it up and scatter the pearls. lam going

', to bring my own doctor to see you. You must be got
"away to a good climate as soon as possible, the doctor
says.'

" . " '
■ ,

The Duchess never did things by halves. All sorts
of dainties'and delicacies for a sick man were rained on- August and Lotte. Every hour of the day " a"big van
seemed to stop at the door with another-hamper or another'"parcel. .fortunately, there were the landlady and her

-children to share these perishable gifts. She .had been
vefy patient with August and Lotte since the bad-times.
had come, and the gentleman from Harley street decided

r that August might be moved almost at once by easy
stages. ■

- -. So Lotte dressed-her Christmas-treefor the landlady's'" children, and loaded it with all manner of wonderful~ things. - And the little child-angel at the top" of the tree,- with outspread wings, seemed to hover.over them as in
the act to Bless them. All the wonderful things had come
true. August was going to" be strong and bonny "once
more, and the world would listen to his beautiful music.
The good God had not -forgotten them.

' -
-And now, with her head on his "breast, and hidden"

eyes, wonderful in their obscurity, Lottemight tell Augus^
her mother secret.— Katharine Tynan, in the Aye Maria.

UNDIGESTED FOOD IS POISON

DR. ENSOR'S TAMER JUICE PREVENTS INDIGES-
TION.

Well-digested food is certainly the source of strength.
Every act, every thought, every movement of muscle or
mind,uses up some of the substance of our bodies. Food
repairs1 this -loss, but only- when it is digested. Undi-
gested food ferments in the stomach, poisons the blood,
starVes the body, and lowers vitality. No one other ail-
ment is responsible for so many"diseases as this foe

—
indigestion. Indigestion. is the - red flag of danger to
future health, and nine people, out of every ten are
sufferers. It takes sunshine to:',produce a perfect rose,
and it requires well-digested food to prodxice perfect
health. That which DR. ENSOR'S- TAMER JUICE is
doing for hundreds of other people^exery day throughout
Now Zealand it can do for you.; ..Take abouthalf to one
teaspoonful of this fine old remedy^after'each meal. Some
people take it with a- little water, while others prefer to
take it neat. Just"please yourself' whether" you take with
water or not

— the important poiirf- is, take a dose «f
Tamer Juice after each meal/ This regular after-meals
dose will restore your digestive organs to a healthy work-
ing condition. It will cause a rapid improvement in the
quality of the blood, and the banishment of all the various
symptoms consequent upon the fermentation of food. Try
one bottle and-you will"tlien know why so many people
keep a bottle regularly by them, and recommend it to their
friends. Sold by all medicine" dealers in bottles, 2s 6d
each. The Tussicura Maunfacturing Co., Dunedin, sole
proprietors and manufacturers.

The wise housekeeper who wishes to"— do justice to
> herself and give satisfaction-to Tier family should use only'

the best goods, which are also the cheapest. A cup of
Hondai Lanka tea' at breakfast brightens up a man and
nuts him ingood humor for the rest of/the day. It is an
invaluable and dependablehousehold remedy for banishing
gloomy thpught, and for keeping the domestic machinery
running smoothly.
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