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ENGLAND—The Holy Father and the Government

The following communication has Dbeen issued from
Archbishop’'s House, Westminster, to the press: :—*The
Holy Father has desired the Archbishop of Westminster . bo .
canvey to his “Majesty’s Government his ‘hoartfelt tha.nka

for the services rendered to his-spiritual .clyldren, espceis _

ally at Reggio, by the officers and men of the Royal Navy.-
His Holiness makes -a specially grateful allusion to ‘the
efforts that they made to provide not only for the material .
relief of the vietims of the carthquike, but also -for their
spiritual wants. The Archbishop has commaunicated the
Holy Fathor’s mcssage to- the Primie  Minister.’

The Holy Father's Apprecmtion
Thé .Holy Tather, at the request and- on “the recoms:

mendation’ of the Archbishop of Westminster, has beexn
pleased to bestow on Mr. T. W. Hunter, M.A., of Arch-
bishop’s House, Westminster, the Knighthood of the Order

of St. Gregory the Greabt, in rocognition of the services .

which 'he has rendered for many years as secretary of the
Westminster Diocesan Education Fund, and of the Dio-
cesan Schools Association, especially in connection with
the recent Crisis Fund. On the same recommendation,
his Holiness has also conferred on Mr. John Gilbert, B.A.,
the Knighthood of the Order of St. Sylvester, as a mark of
his high appreciation of the very impeortant work which
Mr. Gilbert has done in the eause of Catholic education.

Help for the Italian Sufferers

Hiz Grace the Archbishop of Westminster has for-
warded to the Ioly Father the first instalment of £600
of the collection that is being made in the Westminster
diocese for the sufferers by the carthguake.

FRANCE—Joan of Afc

The Degree authorising the ‘Beatification of Joan of
Arc was read in the Hs.ll of the' Consislory on Sunday,
January 24, .in the preselice of the Holy Father. His
Hol'ness delivered an address fiom the Gospel ‘of the da.y,
in wlnch the’ hea.h;ag of. the leper. and of the centurion’s
gervant is narrated. - He prayed the Venerable Joan of Arc
to intercede with Almiphty God on behalf of modern so-.
ciety, which so much needed to be cleansed of -the .leprosy
of atheism with which. '}t wag so sa,dly disfigured.
The Religious Situation - )

The religious situation in France is, from one point -

of view, as bad as it ‘well could b&(remarks~the Catholic
Weekly). But there is a point of view seen from which
the situation is most hopeful. An admirable unity binds
the clergy to the Bishops, and the Bishops to the Holy
See; and there is a most devout and devoted. body_of lay

men and women, small, perhaps, in .comparison with "the -
great body of the population, but sufficiently large and in-.
fluential to save the nation from ahsolute infidelity, The .|

Archbishop of Montreal, Mgr. Bruchest, ‘who has just heen
on a visit to France, had expressed sentiments to a repre-
sentative of the Times which, we think, furnish the correct
view of the religious situation'.in tha.t country. ‘ What
impressed me greatly during my sojourn i France,” said
his Grace, ‘was the admirable union of all the Blshops
with the Pope, and the devotion of the Catholic populatlm.
for their Bishops and clergy. . While I Have confidence in
the future, I fear it will be Yong before the Clhurel can

contemplate the posltmniof aifalrs in I‘rancc with satisfac-
tion.’

GERMANY—The Lender of the Centre

Count Hompesch, leader of the Cen‘ble, passed away ou
January 21, and his remains were consigned to the grave
in Berlin after a Requiem Mass in 8. Hedurg’s Church,
at which all the German political parties, were repr esented,

. The Count was the leader of the Centre for a period -of
fifteen “years: He was not a man of very brilliant parts’
(says the Catholic Times), but in the sterling 'qualities

_that win lasting respect be was. not inferior to his:friends.”

Mallinckrodt, Franckensiein, Windthorst, and Licbher.
Amidst “difficulties he was ever confident of success,” and
to his followers he was true as stecl. He always lived
up to the principles he professed. Dr. Schaedler, who
delivered his panegyric at the service in St. Hedurg's
Church, observed that he was a true desendant of Hein-
rich ven Hompesch, of "whum chroniclers declare that Le
way ‘the bravest and most pious -of knights.’  Count
Hompesch heard Mass each morning, was a frequent Com-
municant, and never allowed any duties, public or private,
. to mterfere with his devotions. He carried his beads into
tho Reichstag, and however urgent the demands on bis
time never meglected to recite the Rosary before. retiring

H

- o sleep. . A soldier of the-Cross,-he gave, special direc-
‘tions on the approach of death _that that sacred symbol
~should appear on the plate of his’ coffin.. Thronghout hig
long cateer he never knew fear and never laid himself open
to reproach.

: _INDIA—A Venerable Prelate

¢ His Grace Arcthbmhop Colgan, of Madras, is said o

be the oldest prelate of the present day. He was working
in India several years before the provmces of Otago or
Canterbury were founded.

ITALY—The Uovernment and Earthquake Victiriis

When the Deputy dé Felice acciised the Ttalian Goverfi-

v Government of having caused the loss of 20,000 lives in
~Messina. by its neglect,. or rather its red- tape regulations,
~many considered hisz accusation uncalled for (says a Roma
correspondent) However, the public have wakened ap
o the fact that perhaps the number’ of those who have-
con left to die beneath the debris may be anything from
10,000 {o 30,000. The- want of a sufficient number of
men, the absénce of any plan, the attention paid to guard.
ing property, while the owners .of it were either bufied
in the ruins or shlvermg in the :rain and crying: for a
crust, and a spirit of general distrust in, which-every man
thoughts his neighbor a rogue, have cs.ug?d ~tH& loss. of . more
lives in’-Messina. than -the ea.rthquak Sk wEven thg -staid
Osservatore Romano has ]omed in the outcry ramed on
acgoupt of.the delay.in succoring ‘the people—buth; thoso
abiove. snd below -the rums—and now _speaks plamly of
rthe. “thousands . left to. die “beneath ‘their -houses:  The’ (or-
. 'rz,- rE, ‘d’Tialic has been. 1mplormg'the ‘Government day after
flo do a-way w1th I‘BS red tape arlanrrements ,a.’nél _qn%e
of.‘ thé

surnvors. i

The Clergy of Messina

1t is egainst the clergy of Mcésina (says the Catholic
Times) that Admiral Mirabello, the Italian Minister of
Marine, directed his reproach when he remarked that they
were not to be seen amongst the sufferers. We have stated
in our columns that the Admiral, if hechad.moved much
amongst the injured himself, would have seen them—a.l'[
that remaineéd of them—and information contained in an
.article published by the Spectator confirms-the assertiom.
The Archbishop was buried for nearly fifty hours in his
s prwa,te oratory, where, deprived of light, air, food, and
¥dven- water, he remained continually in prayer untlI he
~was extricated. Then, after a little sleep’ to revive his
 Strength, he set to work . energetically in the organisation
‘of relief., As to his clergy, observes our contemporary,
they were more than decimated, and how could the Minis-
ter ses them conspicucus in rescuing others, when so many
of them wanted rescuing themselves? What actually hap-
pened to the clergy we find set forth in an official state-
- ment which has been prepared at the instance of the Arch-
blshop and -is given by the Corriere d'Italin. Trom this
reliable document we Jearn that on the eve of the disaster
theie “were in Messina one Fundred and eight priests. Of
these iweniy-one- were mva,hds or too old for duty. There
were therefore eighty-seven in active service. In the
earthquake twenty-seven- were killéd, and twenty-one were
buried under the debris and ‘more or less seriously injured.
* Thirty-nine who were fit for active labor escaped, -and of
- that, nimber thn-ty-one ‘wend about rehevmg and consoling
the afflicted. _

. ROME—The Devotion of the. Nuns

The . devotion -and hermsm of th mlns “of the Little
Company of Mary, Roine, in_ éonneetion : with the Calabrian
- cartheuake. have (says the Catholic. Weehl_,r)w cxmted con-
siderable a.dmpa.’olon .even -in -quartors ~\}\11e1'e nuns are not
much liked. ~ The English . press has, pubﬁshed ar Reuter
“folegram which should help to recttfy ‘the wrougheadedne.ss
_of those sections of Evangehca.ls in England who still 7 worry
_their representatives iin Parliament, their ne1g11bors, and
- themselves on the suh]ect of nuns. . The “telégram ‘is as
follows:—° A roport’ from Calabria S8ys, ‘that four English
s piins of the: thtle Company “of Mary, knowii as the - Blas
Risters,” ave' doing ,wonders in works of charity~—nursing
thé wounded Lelping thie noedy;  and looking after the
children—and are ardusing the admiration of the authori-
ties, especially the officers. In the home of the ‘Bl
Sistors ' here, the hospital being already overcrowded, all
the sitting-rooms are being transformed into hospltal warda
and 1odg1ngs for the refiigees.!
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