
characteristics. The conferences here have done noble
work:in additio.n to alleviating distress, they visit ship's
inport and converse with and supply Catholic sailors with
information and Catholic literature. Iwas surprised at
the amount of work done, and the money -raised and ex-
pended by a handful of young,men. - Praise -they do not
seek

—
the rules forbid it. The work is done and the.

money subscribed in true Christian spirit, and true charity
given for the honor and love of Almighty God, not for
personalmerit. We know that to many this work would
be distasteful, but with the spirit animating the members
all this is easily overcome." The work reminds me of that
done by theLittle Sisters of the Poor. We should recollect
that Our Saviour visited the sick and distressed. Ihope
my remarks may tendto interest you inthegreatAvorkgoing
■on in your midst; that you might assist the society, and
also that they may impel young men to join in the work
and assist those engaged in this noble undertaking. We
realise that tho members in doing this work give up time
and pleasures. They have assisted the priests very much,
to whom those in distress readily apply for succor. Many
a timeIhave been stoppedand asked for help in the street.
Now we feel that, thanks to the society, our money finds
the right quarters. Iask you to contribute of your-means,
always remembering thatyou couldnot expendyour charity
in a bettor cause, thus pleasing God and comforting your-
selves.'

ceive Holy Communion whohad not even been to Mass fora number of years, and one Conference reports the con-
version of a family of five. We desire to express our'
appreciationpi the good work done by the ladies' branch
of the Society; their statement showing an expenditure
of £54 13s 4d, and the distribution of a considerable
amount of clothing, boots, etc.

f
We feel they deserve the

highest praise for their zeal.
'

During the first part of
the year St. Patrick's Conference took up the .work of
visiting the ships, visiting 53 in all, distributing cards
among the Catholic seamen showing them the timeof Mass,
etc., at the Cathedral, but on October 18 of last year a
special Seamen's Conference Committee was formed, who
now fulfil these duties, having visited 12 ships since for-mation, also distributing cards, meeting the seamen, and
accompanying them to Mass, and doing all in their power
to help our seamen to lead good Catholic lives. St.
Benedict's Conference have under their patronage a Bo3rs'
Club, in which they take great interest. "' On Boxing Day
they entertainedthem at a picnic, together with the altar
boys. We regret that up to date the Onehunga Confer-
ence of the Assumption has not sent in any returns. The
Ladies' Branch has made an earnest appeal to us to help
them in getting a Maternity and Rescue Home for our
girls and little children in this city. We feel that a
home of this kind is -urgently needed in Auckland) as
there is no place at present where we can put infants, and
the danger in sending cases to Christchurch is too greatfor
us to risk any longer. Itis to be hoped that some benevo-
lent people will realise the necessity and help us by giving
freely for this purpose. Donations will be thankfully re-
ceived by any of the undersigned.'

During the year 4498 visits were made. The total
receipts were £308 Is Id; expenditure, £270 5s Sd; and
the active members numbered 80.

The receipts of the Particular Council for the year
ended December 31 were £36 5s lid, and the expenditure
was £24 18s 7d, leaving a credit balance of £11 7s 4d.

The following is a summary of the work of the various
conferences:— St. Patrick's— Cases, 48; visits, 901; re-
ceipts, £163 10s sd; expenditure, £154 Is lid; active
members, 19. St. Benedict's— Cases, 17; visits, 193; re-
ceipts, £48 12s 2d;expenditure, £45 19s 6d; active mem-
bers, 21. Sts. Michael and George— Cases, 5; visits, 68;
receipts, £20 15s 9d; expenditure, £14 6s; active members,
'9. Sacred Heart— Cases, 4; visits, 64; receipts, £36 19s
lOd;expenditure, £30 19s 8d; active members, 11. Ladies'
Branch— Receipts, £54 15s lOd; expenditure, £54 13s 4d.
During the year the branch distributed various articles of
clothing to adults and children, and also performed the
following work:— Rescue work, Mt. Magdala cases, 13;
rescue work, prison cases, 3; rescue work, Police Court
cases, 6; maternity cases, 10; visits, prison 22, sick and
destitute 112, hospital 90; baptism, adults 6, children 12.

On Sunday evening his Lordship the Bishop, preaching
at the Cathedral, said: 'On this my first Sunday evening
at the Cathedral after my return from abroad, it was my
intention to address you concerning the Eucharistic Con-
gress in London,but Iwas so much edified by the meeting
of St. Vincent de Paul Society, which Iattended this
afternoon, that Ifeel bound to speak to you of it. Again
next Sunday evening there will be a procession of the
Blessed Sacrament, and that will be an appropriate oc-
casion to speak of the Eucharistic Congress. With the
proceedings this afternoon Iwas quite charmed. Last
Sunday evening you gave me a reception marked by its
enthusiasm and warmth, and its memories shall never
fade from my mind, and Iwant again to thank you all
individually for that great welcome home. In the midst
of it the president of St. Vincent de Paul Society asked
me to keep free next Sunday afternoon. At the timo I
did not understand, but during- the week he asked me to
attend the conference on Sunday afternoon. Idid so,
and it is becauseIwas so pleased with whatIheard and
saw thatIwish to speak to you of it. When, about two
years ago, Mr. Heydon, of Sydney, was here he asked me
what success would attend St. Vincent de Paul- Society
here. Ianswered thatIthought its success very doubtful.
"Permit me to try," he said. About this time tho
Hibernian Society was holding its triennial meeting- in
Auckland, and'on Sunday the assembled delegates, after
Holy Communion, gathered in the Hibernian Hall- for
breakfast. To this Iinvited the Hon. Mr. Heydon, with
the result that he arranged for a meeting one evening that
week. The society Avas formed, and, contrary to my ex-
pectations, it has flourished, and the resxilts; which were
laidbefore us this afternoon, amply proves this. Therules
are most stringent. The president directs his men to
such a visit: this is done. No ostentation, no display, but
simple charity and humility are paramount. Founded in
1833, in imitationof the teachings of St. Vincent de Paul,
by eight young men in a-small town in France, it has
spread over the whole world. It flourishes in New York
and in Constantinople— capitals so widely apart in their
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WANTED KNOWN— ThatBill-heads, Circulars, Cards,
Programmes, andGeneralPrinting of every descriptionare
executed at the Tablet Office. Moderate rates.

ROSSBOTHAM'S COMMERCIAL COLLEGE,
Established 1892.

Principal:T. J. Rossbotham, I.P.S. (honors), the only teacher
holding the I.P.S. teacher's certificate in Otago.

49 DOWLING STREET, DUNEDIN.
Telephone 736.

We Teach Shorthand, Typing, Book-keeping, Accountancy, Etc.
Individual Tuition. Term commences at any time.

The most successful Commercial College in Dunedin,- our
pupils obtaining the highest position as shorthand and typists in
all the leading offices in Dunedin.

■i HfirnTßTl Corner Cashel and Colombo Streets,
J&l rHfcJP ■B-fc-j CHmSTCBTOACH.

P. DEVANE (late of Ashburton),
Having taken possession of the above centrally-situated Hotel,
wishes to inform his numerous friends and the public generally
that they can rely upon

ALL THE COMFORTS OF A HOME
And the .

CONVENIENCES OF A FIRST-CLASS HOTEL.
The Premises are electrically lighted, and furnished with a

view to the Comfort of Patrons.
LUNCHEON A SPECIALITY.

12 to 2 o'clock, 1/-
Best Brands Only, Night Porter..

Telephone 424.

DO YOU KNOW
WHY?

MR. GUILBERT PITMAN
(Nephew of, and for 20 Years Manager

~
to, Isaac

" Pitman)
SAID:"GREGG SHORTHAND is based on scientific prin-

ciples applied in a scientific way, and Ibelieve it
is destined to become the Shorthand of the English-

apeaking people."

You can find out by sending to-day for a copy of'About Gregg Shorthand." Ask also for sample
lesson and particulars of the

"GREGG MAIL COURSE."
Whole "System in 18 Simple Lessons.

Few Rules. NO EXCEPTIONS. No Shading.
GREGG SHORTHAND INSTITUTE

17-19 CUBA ST., WELLINGTON.
Principal:J. Wyn Irwin,AustralasianRepresentative


