
On the evening of "February 12 the members of theGreymouth branch of the,H.A.C."B. Society .assembled inthe St. Columba clubroom to do honor- to.Bro. T." P.,o'Donnell, who has held the. office of treasurer to thebranch for thirty-four years3 and who has been- a memberfor over thirty-sevenyears. The programme for the even-ing consisted of a :euchre -tournament, interspersed withsongs and recitations.
After refreshmentshad "been-.dispensed, Bro» T. P.. Fo-

garty (president) addressed the meeting. He said they
had met to,do honor to. the oldest living member of thesociety, and one Avho had dene much in the past to main-tain the society intact. .The membersowedMr- O'Donnell
a debtof gratitude for having kept the society going whenit had to face great difficulties, and the members felt thatthey could -not allow him to retire from the office oftreasurer, which he had held so long, without tendering
him their best wishes for long life andhealth to enjpy theremainder of his life, and to make him some slight ac-
knowledgment in the shape of an illuminated address, inwhich they set out their great appreciation of his services
to the branch. He believed he was correct in saying thatMr. O'Donnell was, the oldest officer of the society >nAustralasia. He therefore had the greatest pleasure in
handing Bro. O'Donnell the following address as a proof
of the respect in which ho was" held by the members of- the Greymouth branch:

— - . "

'DearBro. O'Donnell,— It is with feelings of great re-;gret that we, the officers and members of St. Patrick's
BranchNo. 17 of the Hibernian Australian Catholic Bene-fit Society, accept your resignation of the office of trea-
surer which you have filled so worthily during the past
thirty-four years. During<that long period,,as a ferventCatholic and a staunch advocateof Hibernianism, you have.
done much to tide this branch over the many difficulties
encountered in the past and materially assisted to place it
in the strong position it a;t present occupies. In express-ing the appreciation and gratitude of members for the
many and valuable services you have rendered to this
branch during your term of office, we trust that God in
His mercy may shower, downHis blessings upon you in this
evening of your life, and,thai;' you may be spared -many
years to enjoy that rest irom labors which you so richly
deserve.

—
We remain, on behalf of the members:P,atrick

Deere, past president; Thos. P. Fbgarty, president; W.Sullivan, vice-president;<!)?. Smyth, .warden; J. Sullivan,
guardian; W. H. Duffy, secretary; P. Blanchfield, trea-
surer.' ' "

Mr .<*O'Donnell, in acknowledgingthe address, thanked
the members of the branch for their appreciation of his
past services, and proceeded in a"humorous way-to give
some reminiscences of the struggles of the earlier times to
keep the branch going, sliowing that after making a good
start in the early days the members had gradually drifted
away until they nearly disappearedaltogether. Having
passed through a critical stage,-^they had again come out
strong, and the branch was in a good financial position.
He could look round now and say that there was not a
single member alive who ladbeen' amember when he joined
it, but_ one pleasing fact remained

—
that a' majority of

the members were young New Zealanders. He trusted that
they would continue to prosper, and that his successor
would-enjoy the same confidence as the members had re-
posed inhim and for as long .as .he had enjoyed it.

The President said they also desired to mark this oc-
casion by presenting their secretary,, who had recently
taken to himself a wife from Dunedin-, with a token of
their respect for him, and. to wish him and.Mrs. Duffy
longlife and happiness. He handed Mr. Duffy a hanging
lamp and a brass-mounted-fender-, both of which he hoped
would be of use in their future hpme. ,

Mr. W. Duffy, in acknowledging the presents, thanked
the president for his friendly remarks, and"the members
for their nice presents. He trusted that the"branch would
continue to prosper, and hoped before long to have a
membership roll"of two liuiidred.

when it was not too late, T>ut had listened all unmoved.
And what was he saying now insuch a changed and tender
voice. He was speaking of the love of God and of those
who returned His love; of -those who humbly and joyfully
laid down their possessions at the Feet of their Saviour,
making use of their wealth solely for God's glory

—
making

use of their poverty also for His glory
—

souls, rich .with
the riches of faith and love— the eternal, everlasting riches'
common to all mankind, the riches that can alone fill the
treasuries of Heaven, that can alone satisfy the Heart ofGod. Give Me thy love, says our Divine Redeemer; thy
love is allIrequire of thee; give Me thy heart.

Dimly, as in a dream, Miss Hardwick he rd the voice
of Father Carberry risingand falling; then all was still in
the little church, but at her side stood"an altar-boy- with
an alms' dish.'

Ihave nothing to give, child,' she cried hoarsely.
A radiant smile passed over the boy's angelic face.

He was gone for -a moment, then returned holding in,his
hand a gold coin to which was attached a small "golden
heart. ■

'-You can give this, lady,' he said, offering it to her
with a gracious gesture.'Child, it isn't mineto give!''The Father gives it to you. You will only return
what is his. You do not wish to keep your heajbt' for
yourself. Take it, lady.'

The little golden heart was pressed -into her hand,,
and still«s in a dream, she raised it to her lips andkissed.
the holy Name inscribed upon its glowing surface, then*
tremulously placed it in the alms' dish. Again the altar^*boy smiled, and the candles were lit on the altar, and -^

Benedictionbegan. Christ Himself was blessing the kneel-
ing people.

Miss Hardwick's head was.bent very low. She -had
lost the opportunity of serving God with her uncle's
money, but she would strive to make amends for her'
selfish wickedness. In lior poverty she would turn to God,-
resign herself to His will-, offer Him all that remained of
her poor, misspent life. Burning tears rolled down her
cheeks; she looked up; the people were singing the*-'

Adoremus.'
~

J~But suddonly the singing died away. Where was
sho? The whitewashed walls, the lighted altar, had dis-
appeared. Where was sheß Surely in her own room!
Was it then all a dream? Miss Hardwick sat in bewil-
dered thought— almost overpowered with amazement and
awe.'Have you been asleep, dear Eleanor?'

'

It was Gertrude wlio was speaking— Gertrude who
was smiling down at her.

'HaveIbeen asleep? Ithink so. Did Father.Car-
berry preach?

'
,

'He never preaches on Friday evening. We had the
-

Rosary and Benediction.'
'To be sure. Gertrude, Iparticularly wish to see

Father Carberry. It is disgraceful that nothing has been
done for his church, andIwant to talk to him about a new
altar. Do yoti think lie would like one of carved oak?
Then the candlesticks you spoke of, and the Stations of
the Cross for those terrible bare walls.''Have you been thinking of all this sinceIleft you,
Eleanor?' asked Gertrude, her soft ey"es glowing with
pleasure and surprise.'Perhaps. And there is something else. I-vwant to
help those Bartons;Iam sure they ought to be helped.
Will you tellme again just what they need and I'll write
out a cheque '

Gertrudo uttered an exclamation.
"
'
How good you are— you make mo foel perfectly

happy, Eleanor.'.'
I'm glad of that. Ifeel happy, too.' " ' '
'But won't you be ruined, darling?'
Miss Hardwick blushed.'No, no. It will only mean giving up a few unneces-

sary luxuries. Ibelieve my new sealskin coat will pay
for everything. You_ see, Gertrude, I'm coming to see"
things more from your standpoint and Father Carberry's
standpoint. Iwant to make a really good, wise use of
my uncle's money. You must help me, child.'

—
English

Messenger. ♥

If you want a parcelsent anywhere, just notify us, and
we will collect it from you and deliver it wherevorrequired,
either in New Zealand or abroad. We do carting work of
all kinds, remove furniture (for this work wehave special
vans and experienced,nion), transport tourists' baggage
fromplace to place, andprovide sample rooms and storageaccommodation. N.Z. EXPRESS CO. Branches andagencies everywhere.... Z <

~
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HOW TO PAINT A.HOUSE CHEAP

PnuunHQ Paint White and Colors. Mixed Ready forUdlTelia rallll Inside and Outside Use. CARRARA
retains its Gloss and Lustre, for at least five years, and'will
look better in ejght years than lead -and oil paints-do -in two.
USE CARRARA, the first'cost of which is no greater than
lead and oil paints, and your paint bills will be reduced by
over 50 per cent. A beautifully-illustrated booklet, entitled

'
How

to Paint a House Cheap,* willbe forwarded free oh application.

K. RAMSAY & CO., 19 Vogel street, Dunedin.
WANTED'KNOWN— That.Bill-heads, Circulars, Cards,

Programmes, and GeneralPrintingof every description are
executed at the TabUi Office. Moderate rates.


