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WANTED

MIDDLE-AGED WOMAN as Housekeeper for two priests
in the country. Must be able to milk. References

ired. Appl
reguire pply TABLET OFFICE.
MARRIAGE

CURRAN—PITCHERS.—On Fehruary 10, 1909, at Si.
Joseph’s Cathedral, by Rev. Dr. Cleary, M. Curran,
eldest son of Mr. P. Curran, Milton, to Lucy Eliza-
beth, elder daughter of Mrs. E. C. Pifchers, Dunedin

. (late of Roxburgh).

DEATHS

Sister M. Clande, second daughter of Mr, J. Slowey,
Westport, died on Monday morning at the Convent
of Mercy, South Dunedin.—R.LP. )

McGUIGAN.—On January 15, 1909, at his residence,
Kanieri, Owen MecGuigan, nabive of County Cavan,
Ireland; aged 64 years.—R.1I.P. .

O'DARA.—On_February 17, at St. DBathans, Bridget,
relict of Patrick O'Hara, native of County Clare,
Ireland; aged 71 years. R.LP.

IN MEMORIAM

died at Winton on February 6,. 1907.—1R.1
—Ingserted by Mrs. John McLaughlin, Wyndham.

INFORMATION WANTED

COSGROVE.—In loving memory of Briﬁfget Gos]f:r,)rove, who

Information Wanted of the Whereabouts of THOMAS
MURPHY, son of James Murphy, of Kilmacoo, Avoca,
County Wicklow, Irelaud. Last heard of in Dunedin.—
Apply to Tablet Office.

MESSAGE OF POPE LEO Xill. TO THE N.Z. TABLET.
Pevgant Divectoves ef Scviptores New Zealand Tablet, Apos-
tolica Benedictione confortati, Religionis et Fustitie causam
promoveve per vias Veritatis et Pacis. .
Die 4 Aprilis, 1goo. LEO X1, P M.
TRANSLATION,—Fovtified by the Apostslic Blessing, let the
Divectors and Writers of the New Zegland Tablet continue to

promaote the cause of Religion and Fustice by the ways of Truth
and Peace,

April 4, 1poo. LEQG XIIl., Pope.
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‘MARIA MONK’ AND ¢PASTOR’ CHINIQUY

ng

AST week we made a brief reference to the
neat and comprehensive manner in which the
Vicar-General of Melbourne administered a
well-merited rebuke to the Orange Grand
Master Snowball. That ili-balanced head of
the Saffron Sash ‘leads the way,” as the
Bulletin expresses-it, ‘in the scmewhat futile
pastime of Pope-defying.’ The Grand Master
of the Orange Institule of Victoria has, in
faot, created an unpleasant sensation, even
amongst those whi) have .nevexi1 lhadlfaxg f:;;

rangeism, by openly avowing himse

:.%i?cafzgrofo thegunre’sbricted admission into the Cpmmg}lll-

woalth of ‘literature’ declared to be, within 3

meaning, of the TFederal laws, immoral (a.nd filthy ,ant

chscene.  Tho occasion was a picnic of ‘true blues a.t

Aspendale Park. - Whether it was thaib-the intense hea

had & liquefying effect on the Snowball brain, or whether

it was simply due to tge evil Eenlptsi{thai geﬁle;'allijzl dzﬁg
tory, this deponent sai not; but,

00:1.?12%9 oi? r‘?hg J{;sua.l harangue. against * Popery,’ Br?thler

Snowball slopped over into the following ebullition: *The

domination of Romanism that was so often-referred to was

no bogey. He had noticed in the Commonwealih Gozetie

. 3R,

the other day something which indicated a secret form of
domination. An intimabion had appeared forbidding the
importation into Australia of Maria Monk. . . Rome
stepped in ‘and got the Federal Minister of Customs to
put in a, notice forbidding the importation of this book,
as well as another—rviz., The Priest and the Confessional,
Apparently the Roman Catholics. not only wanted to dic-
tate as to what the children in the State should read, but
also as to what the adults-should read throughout the
Commonwealth. Surely people- ought to be able to read

what they liked, so long .as it was not in violation of the
moral law.’ - o,
1
Neodless to say, the Orange leader’s *facts’ are as
unreliable as his principles are pernicious. The Viecar-
General of Melbourne had an easy task in showing that
the Catholic ecclesiastical authorities Liad not the smallest
connection, direct or indirect, with the prohibitioh of the
Importation of the unsavory stuff that is so dear to the
palate of the *yellow’ brethren. The exclusion of these
footid agglomerates of printed paper-—which Grand . Master
Snowhall aseribes to the Scarlet Woman—was, in reality,
due to the Orange rarty’s own particular friend and
ally, the Hon. George Reid. The facts in the case are
very simple. The Commonwealth Customs Act of 1901, sec-
tion 52, forbids the cirenlation of ‘ blasphemous, indecent,
or chscene’ literature, and prohibits the importation of
the same. As far back- as 1004, the Hon, George Reid,
then Premier, decided that these particular books of Maria
Monk and ‘“Pastor’ Chiniguy were obscene within the
meaning of the Act, and issued the necessary official order
forbidding their importation. He took this action en-
tirely of his own motion, and (as a contemporary humor-
ously puts if) ¢ withous previously consulting the then
Pope.)” The prohibition was ordered, not on the ground
of ‘Rome,” but on the ground of common deceney. And
in doing as he did, Mr. Reid was simply disecharging his
duty as a citizen and as a statesman, in accordance with
Lhe principles laid down by the very highest authorities on
politics and sociology. ¢ Still more determined,’ says
Max Nordan, the well-known author of Degeneration, deal-
ing with the ecitizens’ duty ‘in respect to certain soocial
pests—* still more determined must the resistance be to
the filth-loving herd of swine, the professional pornograph-
ists. These have no claim.to the measure of pity which
may still be extended to degenerates properly so called as
invalids; for they have freely chosen their vile trade, and
prosecute it from cupidity, vanity, and hatred of labor,
-+ The pornographist poisons the springs whence flows
the life of future generations. No dask of civilisation has
been so painfully laborious as the subjugation of lascivious-
The pornographist would take from us the fruit of
this, the hardest struggle of humanity. To him we must
show mo merey.’ The truth is thab in this championing
of these immoral writers, in this suggestive appeal to
he allowed to vead ‘what he liked,” the high-priest’ of
Orangeism exposes, not ¢ Rome,’ but himself and his own
organisation. He is all the time putting himself and
them under the microscope for the benefit—and for the
warning—of the decent-minded public. The fach that thiz
individual is the leading spirit in the Bible-in-schools party
in Viectoria hes cast upon that organisation s discredit
ft]vhich, in the pepular mind, will attach to it for many a
ay.
L ]

But are the two books under diseussion really cbscene,
and do they really and fairly come under the scope of the
prohibitory Actr Let us glance first at the personal
character of the two individuals responsible for them, and
then at impartial testimony regarding the books them-
seives, and we shall see that there is only one answer to
the question. Dealing with Zola and oiler pornographic
writers, Mr. Max Nordau, in the great work already
quoted, lays it down that ‘predilection for coarseness is a
well-known morbid phenomenon,’ and declares that it ig
an invariable accompaniment of degeneratic_m. ¢ They?’
(the imbeciles, he quotes Dr. Sollier as saying) ‘love to
talk of obscenities. . . . Thiy is a peculiar tendency
of mind observable specially among degenerates; it ig ag
natural to them as a wholesome. ‘‘tone’’ is to normal
minds’  Tried by this test, it will be seen that in the
case of both Maria Monk and Chiniquy there is a distinct
departure from the normal, and that both are to be placed
unquestionably within the category of moral degenerates.
For whe and what was Maria Monk? She was a mon-
Catholic fallen woman—thief, gacl-bird, and rostitnte.
When a young girl, she gbsconded from one of her mis-
tresses with-a quantity of wearing linen; by two others
she was discharped for her bad conduet, Later on, che
sntered oh a career of systematic immorality, and bucame
e well-known character on the streets of Montreal, A
portion of her mis-spent life was passed in a refuge for
fallen women conducted by Mrs. Duhcan McDonnell in
that city, and a goodly portion of the remainder _was
spent in prison. A cresture of weak intelleot, she drifted
from Montreal to the slums of New York,_ and econtinued
‘on the streets’ thers till the end came in 1849. 'Then,
on an autumn day, she passed for the last time from »
house of ill-fame to thd Tombs prison, New York, having
been found guilty of picking the pocket of s parameur
in a den near the Five Points; and, in this gaol, two
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