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Murphy by his parishioners, and it was accompanied by a
beautiful suite of vestments (made in the Mercy Convent,

Dundaik), the gift of the Saered Heart Society of Cooley,

which boasts a memberghip of 1800. .
WESTMEATH-—Division of Ranch Lands

A large area of ranch land has been distributed in
North Westmeath, some five miles. from Mullingar. The
lands distributed are situated in the. districts of Mace-
town, Cooksborough, Ballinderry, and Glaxtown, and are
portions of the Packenham estate. ;

GENERAL
A Venerable Age

The remarkable age of ninety-eight years was reached
by Mrs. O’Malley; mother of Mr. William O'Malley, M.P.,
whose death was announced on December 21.

A Terrible Clearance

In the course of a speech in DBelfast on Decemher 21,
Mr. T. W. Russell, M.P., said that he had never believed,
and he dared say that he ecould also say that he had never
desired, that Ireland should -ever become a great manmu-
facturing country in the sense that England and Scotland
were manufacturing countries. These things brought
along with them troubles that they were happily rid of in
Ireland, and he held that if the Irish people cared to
work the land of Ireland—and that was not by rearing bul-
locks instead of men—if they would take care to have a
mixed system of farming in this country—for he did not
wish to drive out all the cattle—or if they would have a
mixed system of farming with small industries where they
could be suitably started and profitably worked, in, ten
years they would have another country to what they had
now. But the thing was not easily done. When they
talked about a mixed system of farming they must remem-
her what had taken place. He drove the other day over
a huge tract of Irish country devoted to skeep and to
cattle, and from that tract of couniry some sixty years
ago eleven thousand families had been driven. They heard
a great deal ahout ether drivew to-day.  They heard very
little abont the human drive that tock place in those ghastly
years, That great drive in the late forties and the early
fifties changed the whole face of Ireland, and they had
now, whether they liked it or not, great portions of the
country devoted to cattle; and even when they were trans-
ferring the land now, in the endeavor to undo this, they
found every effort blocked and impeded by the habit that
had been engendered in the people of trusting to grass, and
nob to tilling; and Iand given to the people now for the
purpose of altering this whole system was all often sub-let,
a small part of it tilled, and a great part of it given over
to cattle. It would be a Jong and a weary work before
the mischief that was done in the late forties and early
fifties was undone.

A Heusing Bill

Like England and Scotland, Treland hag its slums, and
some of them inimical in the most extreme degree io
health and comfort. Soecial betterment there cannot be
till those hot-beds of disease are swept away., This prob-
lem was taken in hand some time ago by the Irish Party.
Mr. J. J. Clancy, M.P., who had carefully studied it,
undertook to draft and introduce a Housing Bill. The
provisions of the Bill bore testimony to the lLon. member’s
legal ability and his knowledge of the people’s wants. The
ingenunity displayed in the arrangements for liberating
certain Irish funds in order to provide the requisite
finance elicited general admiration, and Mr, Birrell very
willingly gave his support to the Bill, recognising that its
main purpose—io enable urban authorities to take steps
for the hetter housing of the poor in the towns—was one
to which the Irish Executive could not deny its practical
sympathy.
lings was to be cheapened and quickened. A number of
the Lords were ,therefore, hostile, and in the Upper House
the measure was shorn of some of ita desirable features.
But auch as it is, the Act ia most welcome to the Irish
people, and we feel sure that through its instrumentality
the death-rate in the large centres of population will be
"reduced. The Act may be described 23 a valuable gift
from the Irish-Party to-the cities and towns of Ireland.

Mossrs. Brown, Ewing, and Co., Ltd., Dunedin, are
giving, during the current week, stocktaking bargains\im
men’s and boys' clothing.... L

Highlander Condensed Milk was awarded a silver medal.
at the recent Franco-British Exhibition, London. The
judges in_their award acknowledged its fine quality,,
purity, snd richness in cream—festures which all users in
-the Dominion have long since recognised....

. NEW ZEALAND TABLET

But the acquisition of land for sites for dwel--

'People We Hear About

One of the unexpected events of the national election
in the United States was the defest of Mr. Bourke Cockran -
in New York. The presence of the famous Irish-American
orator will be _missed in Congress. :

Lady Ellen Russell of Killowen is the danghter of
Stevenston Mulpolland,” M.D., of Belfast. In 1858 she
married Lord Russell of Killowen, who was Lord Chief
Justice of England from 1894 to 1900. TLike her sigters,
Lady Gilbert and Miss Clara Mulholland, Lady Russell is
an author of some repute. Her stories have been con-
tributed to periodicals, but none of- them have yet been
published in book form.

Mr. Jersmiah MacVeagh, M.P., has been the ‘member
of Parliament for South Down since 1902, Mr. MacVeagh,
who is & journalist, was born in 1870, and is the son of
Mr. Thomas MacVeagh, a Belfast ship owner. He was
educated at Belfast and at®the Royal University of Ire-
land, and he is the London correspondent of the Belfast
Irish News, and was formerly the special Irish correspon-
dent of the Londo:bDCm'ly News.

g

Right Rev. Mgr. Robert Fraser, D.D., 1L.D., the
Rector of Scots College, Rome, was ordained in Rome ia
1882, and thereafter, until 1897, he was engaged in mission
work in Scotland, and he was also for a considerable time
a professor at Blairs College. In 1897 he became Rector
of the famous Roman College for Scottish clerical sbtudents,
and his excellent work in that institution is well known to
aeveryone. In 1893 Father Fraser was named Demestic
Prelate, and in 1904 Protonotary Apostolic. On the oc-
casion of his sacerdotal jubilee, Mgr. Fraser received a
congratulatory letter from his Holiness Pope Pius X.

In the presence of a distingnished and brilliant assem-
blage, with military show and martial music, the Federal
statue of General Philip H. Sheridan; cherished as one of
the nation’s greatest soldiers, was unveiled -in Sheridan
Circle, Washington, on November 23, by the dead hero's
son, Lientenant Philip H. Sheridan. With President
Roosevelt sat the widow of General Sheridan, with her
danghters and son and her hushand’s brother, Brigadier-
General Michael V. Bheridan, T.8.A., Justices of the
Supreme Court of the United States, Cabinet members,
members of the diplomatic corps, high officers of the army
and navy, and many leaders outside of official life in the
gociety of the capital.

It" may not bhe generally known that the late Lord
Peire was related to the historic North-country family of
the Farl of Deiwentwater, the ill-fated owner of Dilston
Oasile and estate. The eighth Lord Petre in 1732 mar-
ried the only daughter of the Barl of Derwentwater, from
whom the late Lord Petre descended. In the ancestral
home of the Petres at Thorndon, in Tssex, are preserved
numerous relics of the unfortunate Eari of Derwentwater,
together with the suit of black velvet which he wore on
the seaffold. And there the remains of the Earl are now
ab rest in the family vanlt of the Petres, nesr to those
of his daughter. After the sale of the Dilston estafs in
1874, the coffing in the private chapel were removed to
the cemetery of the Catholic church at Hexham; but that

" of the Earl of Derwentwater was taken to the Petre vault

at Thorndon.

General Sir William Butler, in the course of a lecture
in \Dublin on ‘Charles Stewart Parnell,’ said it might be
asked what was the secret source of the great success and
the rapid pre-eminence of the great Irish leader. Tho
answer, he thdught, could be given in a few words. The
inner force or essence of Parnell's nature was neither
political nor administrative, legal, or judidizl, or sea-
demie; his innermost instinet was rule, command. He
thought the word ‘hold’ best suited the attribute in the
catalogue of phrases which men had coined to express the
supreme in human nature. Had Parnell adopted the mili-
tary profession, he had in him, in the highest degres,
that natural instinet, rapidity of judgment, which was the
first essential in war. Rule, judgment, daring: these were
the qualities the possession of which made Charles Stdwart
Parnell, at the age of 30, the most powerful leader known
in Ireland during the last 700 years of her harrowed his-
tory. But, running under and through those great recks
of character foundation, there was something else which
was altogether the product of the land in which he was born,
and of the times in which he lived. Courage, grasp, judg-
ment belonged to no particular land or class, but this
other quality of which he spoke was essentially Irish. He
conld find no precise name for it in the English language,
perhaps, because persons of peculiarly English race seemed
to ba.little accustomed to use it.. It was sympathy with
suffering peoples, it was rage and anger agsinst injustice.

H. ISLIP, 104 George St, Dunedin

Direct Im[iorher of all desoriptions of First-olass
at Prices to suit all classes,



