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(From our own correspondent.)

nii x- " - February 8.Collections in aid of the children's wardbuilding fund,
m connection with the Christchurch GeneralHospital, weromade after all the Masses and Vespers in the Cathedral
on Sunday last.

The following is a list of successful candidates fromthe Sacred Heart High School (Notre Dame des Missions),Lower High street, at the'recent University and Civil Ser-vice examinations:
—

Matriculation— Connie Mills, KatieHamijl, Lizzie Baker, EmmieMoyna. Civil Service— KatieKerr, Ellen O'Donnell. The High School of the Sisters ofthe Missions re-opened last Monday withan average attend-ance of boarding and day scholars.
The executive committeeand programme sub-committeeof the St. Patrick's Day celebration met at the episcopalresidence on last Monday evening. Mr. P.Burke presidedIt was resolved that tho first part of the Irish nationalentertainment should consist of a lecturette, or running

commentary on the songs of Ireland, to be given by Mr!G. R. Hart, interspersed with some of Moore's melodiesandother items in keeping with tlio character of the pro-gramme. The stage will be arranged in drawing-roomstyle, and here the artists will be grouped, each takingtheir allotted vocal number in tarn. This part of the pro-gramme is to occupy about one hour. The second part isto consist of cinematographic views of
'
Living Ireland,' forwhich Messrs. John Fuller andSons have generously offeredto provide 1500ft of films, together with any additional

series of views that may come to hand meanwhile, freeof cost. A very hearty vote of thanks was accorded Messrs.duller and Sons for their splendid contribution to the en-tertainment. Miss Murray, the secretary of former ladies'committees, and Mrs. W. Dobbs attended and undertookto organise a ladies' committee, which would be responsiblefor much useful work in connection with the event.
Speaking on matters educational in the Cathedral onSunday, his Lordship the Bishop, commenting on the factthat some of our people contended that the facilities forlearning must be better in the State schools than in theCatholic schools, said that to his personal knowledgein onedistrict in New Zealand no"State school, not even the

high school, passed candidates in an examination, whereboththe Brothers' andconvent school pupils weresuccessful.Again, he said, he knew of several pupils who had beeneducated and gained proficiency certificates in the conventschools who were then by ungrateful parents taken awnvand sent to State schools, which would then take all thecredit for ultimate results They did this notwithstanding
the fact that the Sisters made such concessions as wereequivalent to a scholarship, in order to retain the childrenSuch tactics were not only ungrateful, but unjust to-teachers and children alike, and deserved the strongest con.demnation.

xi. SSUx!
S"nnay.<*ay. "?xt, the anniversary of the dedication ofthe Cathedral is to be celebrated with befitting solemnity.There will be Pontifical High Mass at 11 o'clock, and inthe evening Pontifical Vespers, and Benediction of theBlessed Sacrament. The occasional preacher will be theRev Father Ainsworth S.M., of Hokitika. His Lordshipthe Bishop had hoped that Ins Grace Archbishop Redwoodand the Right Rev. Dr. Verdon, Bishop of Dunedin, wouldhave been present, but unfortunately both will be pre-vented from attending owing:to the respective annual re-treats of the clergy being inprogress. The celebration ofthe anniversary of an event so important in the religiouslife of the Dominion serves as a reminder to those in thediocese whose promised contributions are still unfulfilledand affords an excellent opportunity of sending in dona-tions to lessen the capital liability. Small though con-stant contributions in the past (with a few notable excep-tions of larger donations)-have, it is gratifying to knownot only paid the heavy interest, but also enabledthe prin-cipal to be reduced. At all the Masses and at Vespers onSunday special collections will be taken up in aid of tha

(By Telegraph from our own correspondent.)
mi , , February 8.lho secondary schools re-openedto-day, and the attend-ances were satisfactory.
Rev Father.Keenan, who has "been visitinghis relativeshere, left for Sydney this evening.

,\S6S6 Ve/yRe7' DesJn Gillanarrived back from Gisbornelast Ihursday, after an absence o>f about ten- days.
His Lordship the Bishop was due to arrive in Sydneyto-day, but the German liner is two days late, so*it ishardly probable that he will arrive in Auckland beforeFebruary 21. Tho reception committee meets to-night toconsider arrangements connected with his Lordship's ar-rival.
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V"J^ST *■*****> ° f th« Cathedral, Newcastle,New South Wales, celebrated the 9 o'clock Mass yesterdayat the Cathedral, and preached at the 11 o'clock MassThe usual procession took place after Vespers, followed byBenediction of the Blessed Sacrament. Father Keenan
again preached an eloquent sermon to a very large con-gregation. The choir, under Mi. Hiscocks, rendered themusic in a very finished manner.

NEW ZEALAND TABLET Thursday,February 11, 19G9
good work in the Te Aro parish.1 During tho nine monthsof its existence the members have made 3000 visits. Theyhave had thirty children baptised, have placed ten childrenin Mother Mary Aubert's Foundling Home, also in licensed'homes, and have sent ten,women io Mount Magdala. TheLadies' Sewing Guild,~another association in the Te Aroparish, is also doing good work among the*"poor people.They have distributed 243 parcels of clothing to destitutepersons, and relieved 67 families who were in want. The
pamphlets of the Catholic Truth Society which are beingdisposed of by the various- confere'nees of St. Vincent-dcPaul Society at the parish churches are eagerly sought
after by tho young Catholics. In Te Aro parish alone lastyear 3528 books were disposed of.
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Cathedral fund, and a genorous response is naturally lookedior by our belovedBishop, whose strenuous, self-sacrificinglabors in the interests of the dioceseshould appeal to every-one without exception. His Lordship says: 'We as Catfcohes should nob^rest satisfied in being (in effect) merely,tenants in the house of Our Divine Lord, but should pre-sent it to Him as a free offering.' - - -
Addressing the congregation at the early Masses inthe Cathedral on Sunday, his Lordship the Bishop elo-quently expressedhis feelings of congratulation at the factthat the New Zealand Tablet, which had a few years agoreceived the recognition and approbation of the Sovereignlontiff, the late Pope Leo XIII., who also bestowed uponit his special blessing, was again the recipient of furtherwoll-deserved honors from his illustrious successor, Popelius X., who conferred the distinction of Doctor of Di-vinity upon its talented editor. ,Tliis was the wish notalone of the Rev. Dr. Cleary's own Bishop, but also that;

ot ins Grace the Metropolitan and the whole of thehierarchy -of tho province of New Zealand, who arc grati-ned at the recognition and appreciation of his undoubtedabilities. Calling attention to the masterly and timelyarticles now appearing in the columns of the Tablet on theover-present education question, his Lordship said' theyshould be road by every Catholic and all fair-minded non-Catholics. Those who were not already subscribers shouldat once become such, or at least procure the numbers inwhich the articles are appearing. Itwas a distinct step inadvance that contributions on thesubject should be soughtby such a leading secular paper as the Otago Daily Timeswhich was not alone a recognition of the author's worthas a writer, but also a proof of a broad-minded policy
lhc Bishop went on to forcibly deal with the State systemof education. To call it 'free,' he said, was a misnomer:it was nothing of the kind, but kept up by special taxation

Greymouth

(From an Occasional Correspondent.)
!» order to encourage the study of Irish history, thelocal Hibernian Society awards annually a valuable goldmedal. This year the coveted prize was won by TerenceJoseph Deero.
Very Rev. Dean Carew (Greymouth), local secretary ofTrinity College, London, received intimation a few daysago that the Home authorities lia-ve awarded a nationalprize of £5 to Miss Helena Higgins. This young lady,tho eldest daughter of Mr. John Higgins, Grey County

engineer, obtainedsenior honors in -theoreticalandpractical
music at the early age of fourteen. In theory she ob-
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' ££ d in Pianoforfce Playimg 91 out of a possible
lUU. Miss Higgins is a pupil of the Sisters of Mercy, Grey-mouth.
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The list of successful candidates in the Junior CivilService examinationsheld lastDecember includes the namesof seven pupils of the local Catholic schools conducted bythe Marist Brothers and Sisters of Mercy. These successfulcandidatesare Terence J. Deere, JamesMcGlone, JohnHiK
-

gins, pupils of the Marist Brothers, and Helen G. RussellIrene Braidwood, Ellen O'Leary,MildredH. Vealie, pupilsof the Sisters of Mercy. Miss HelenRussell was also suecessful in passing the matriculationexamination held lastDecember. Terence Joseph Deere, James McGlone, andJohn Higgins secured second, third, and sixth places re-spectively on the local list.
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