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-Notes

An Anglican Bishop’s Testimony .

Some woeks ago a cable message in the daily papers
made intimation of the fact that the Anglican Bishop of
Auckland just prior to leaving on his return journey to
the Dominion had contributed an interesting letbter. to the
London Times containing damaging strictures on our New
Zoaland education system. The full text of the communi-
cation is now to hand, and, as a testimony to the evil
influence of our secular system and a wvindication of the
ahsolute necessity of religion in the schools, the utterance
is one which well deserves to. be placed on permanent
record. Bishop Neligan writes:— -

¢ There appear to be to-day in England three schools of
thought about the education question. Brosdly speaking,
they may he described thus:

1. The secularists. :

2. The men who say ‘‘All we want or secularism.”
These men are eliurchmen on one side aud Noncon-
formists on the olher.

3. The advocates of a fair and honorable compromise,
which shall preserve both in theory and facht true
religious equality.

‘Had it not heen for my- oversea experience, I should
have heen iuclined to advocate the cause of the second
group of men. DBut that experience has, 1 hope, taught
me something. That something is—secularism is edunca-
tionally false, morally had for a nation, fraught with dis-
aster. To the men who advocate secularism as the onlr,
or the altermative, solution of the present difficulties at
Home, 1 would venture to say: Avoid this issue by any
lionorable means in your power; my expericnce in ‘‘the
Britain of the Paeific” makes me view with horror the
possibility of sceular State scheols in England. Very many
teaclicrs in the State schools of New Zealaund long to be
allowed to teach rcligion; the greater number of Noncon-
formists in ihat country, as well as of Anglicans, are
gravely appronensive of the results of secular State schools.
Concerning a compromise, may I add ihis: Religion only
oxists in the provided schools bo-day because it is and has
always been the characteristic feature of the non-provided
schools. Religion will not long 1emain in any State schoal
if denominationzl schools are stanved out. Denomina-
tional schools give a standard for rveligious instrue-
tion; other schocls give a reasonably fair eivie ap-
proximation to that standard; more cannot be oxpected of
citizen schools. Therefore, the compromise, while quite
fairly demanding some measure of denominalional-support
for denominational schools, must also provide those schools
with funds from the Tmperial exchequer sufficient to save
thera from hecoming inefficiont in  other oducational
respects.

‘It is ostimated thal there are to-day in New ZFea-
land alout one-third of the children of school age—
roughly, 50,000 out of 160,000—who are outside any re-
ligions instruction. That is a serious fact for the Stato
and fer all religious bodies to face in that young nation,
1% is largely the result of State secular schools. ’

‘In New Zealand religious instruction may he given
out of school hours, ‘ Facilities”” of this kind are useless.
Religious instruction must be as normal as any other in-
struction; olherwise God becomes an ““oxtra ™ in a child's
mind. That must spcll, sooner or later, moral loss to =
unation.

‘May the mother of nations, at this fime, ho guided
1o teach her daughter nations tlhat religion in the schools
Is necossary to the moral health of the State.?

From the foregoing it is cvident that so far as
woneral principles are concorned Bishop Neligan secs prac-
tically eye to eye with ourselves as to the lines along
which thoe trne solution of the cducation question must
come. And if his Lordship has any following at all among
his poople—and, considering his office, it is impossible to
suppose thal he stands alone—it is further cvident that on

this gquestion of religious education Catholics have more’

allies tl}roughout the country than they have beon woutb
to imagine. . -

The TFeachers’ Parliament

The session of the New Zealand Educatiomal Institute
just concluded was, from the point of view of the public,
dedidedly more interesting than many of the previons an-
nual gatherings of that body. Ha¥ving at last, after long
fighting, seonred the enasctment of a colonial scale of
. salaries, a colonial staffing scale, and a satisfactory super-

annuation scheme, the teachers were able to turn away for
a little from what may be called the ‘bread and butter'®
aspect of their profession.and devete some attention %o
questions more intimately eonnected with their actual

“lass duties of school commitbeemen.

‘of methods, that is really all that is reguired.

teaching work. Tho topics discussed were of a very varied
nature, and the debates for the most part reached the
high level that_would naturally be expected from such a
gathering. As might have becn anticipated, the syllabus
bullkted very largely in the discussions, and the netessity for
further revision and for a further easing off of the burdens
imposed on-~the unfortunate youngstera was very clearly
ostablished. The two points emphasised were the crying . -
need for a more uniform iuterpretation of the syllabus.ou
the part of inspectors and the desirableness of a modifica-
tion of the present requirements in arithmetic and geo-
graphy. As regards the former, one has only to read the
annual reports of the inspectors to see that the teachers
have a real grievance. Let us take, for example, the sub- -~
ject of arithmetic. We find one inspector-—evidently some-
what of a theorist—laying it down that mechanical-accuracy
in working out problems is a matter of entirely secondary
importance, and if the pupil has an intelligent knowledge
A little
further on in the same volume of reports we find another—
apparently of . a more practical turn—pointing out that
when the boy leaves school and goes inte an office his eni-
ployer will not care a straw whether he has f an Intelligent
knowledge of metheds’® if his computations are inaccurate
and unreliable; that in such a case the boy will probably
earn instant dismissal; and that for his part he (the inspec-
tor) will attach prime importance in this subject to accuracy
and correctness in working out actual resulte. It is obvi-
ously unfair that teachers should he left at the mevey of
such, conflicting interpretations, and it is in no way matter
for surprise that a remit to the effcot that the inspectors
of the Dominion sliouid be placed under the conirol of the
Central Department with respect to the iutorpretation of
the regnlations of the syllabus should Lave been unani-
mously adopted Ly the conference.
£

With regard to the nceessity for a furllier modification
of the syllabus, cspecially in the matter of mailiematical
goography, the mcmbers of the insiitute who moved in
that dirvection had little difficulty in making out a good
cage. Here are some of the specimens—oited by the leach-
ers—of questions on the geography papor prepared for tha
proficiency certificate examination {(i.e., for Sixth Standard
pupils) of 1908 at Auckland: :

¢ By what marks could we distinguish a moraine de-
posit from a river or fluviatile depesit?  ‘ Though the
carth turnsg 368 times on its axis 11 a year, we have only
365 days in the year—how is this?’ < Why do we believe
that the position of the earth’s axis is  approximately
stable?”  ‘Many inland plaing in the South Island were
once large lake basins—wvhat evidence can be given in
proof of this?’ .

These questions speak for themselves, and the Auckland
teacher hardly oversiated the case who deseribed them
bluntly as *a disgrace.’

. *

Amongst the preposals submitied to the conference was
one which, in our judgment, did not receive at the hands
of members anything Iike the attention which 1ts import-
anoe deserved. We refer to the resolution moved by Mr.
J. Aitken (Wanganui) suggesting that the present methuod
of electing meinbers to seats on Education Bpards be abol-
ished, and that there be-substituted therefor a method
which would make members of boards amenable- to public
sufirage. At present the memhevs of boards are elected
by the school committces, each member of committes hav-
ing one vote; under the mothaed propesed in the Wanganni
remit every householder in the dislrict would have a- vote,
and candidates for a seat would require to come bofore the
pnblic and give some statement of their position and views.
Although the payment of teachers’ salaries and the adminis-
tration of the Luilding grants lave been romoved from tho
control of the boards, they are still invested with very large
powers indeed. According to- the Iiducation Act, they
Liave power to establish and maintain public schools within
thoir distriet; to promote the establishment of school dis-
tridts within such district aud defive the limits thereof; .
to appoint and remove teachers, inspectors, and other
officers; 1o establish scholarships, school libraries, and dis-
trict high schools; to arrange for the conveyance of chil-
dren to and from schoak; to raise the moneys required to
be raised’ for the purposes of the Act, and to administer
the funds granted by the Rducation Department aund ail
other funds whieh may become the property of the hoard.
Secing that the powers of committees have been reduced
practically to the vanishing point, and that the boards

-now have in their hands virtually the sole administration of

education interests in their respective provinces, it 1s
reasonable to ask that they should be elected by & rather
more enlarged.constitucney than that comprised by the good
men and true who are,found willing to discharge the thank-
Owing to the absence
of direct responsibility to the publie, there is, espec:iully
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