
HERE is an element of good in physical evil—
even (as seismologists assure us) in .the

wreck and havoc that earthquakes leave in
their crumpled track. 'There is much,'
says one authority, 'to deplore in earth-
quakes and eruptions, but these disturbances
show that jthere is sufficient vital force left
in our planet to support human life for
thousands of years

—
say, at least ,till the

next glacial epoch, which is due in about
twenty thousand years.3 All this is, no«doubt, very true.
But it will take more than this sort of proverb to patch
the grief of those who, as survivors or as active sympa-
thisers, have witnessed the ruin and disaster that have
fallenupon large urban and rxiralregions ofSicily andCala-
bria. For longages the earth's springy and responsive shell
hasbeen coolingandcreeping andshrinking anddipping and
side-slipping onboth sides of the Straits of Messina-. The'
quaky

'
area was extensive, fertile, packed with towns

and villages, and densely populated. The disaster that
struck it so suddenly with crumbling earth and tidal wave
has turned that beautiful and smiling region

—
including

a part of
'
the garden of Italy'— into a tangled heap of

ruins, beneath which .lie buried the piled-up remains of
dead, whose numbers have been estimatedat from 100,000
to 200,000 and more. " The panic of this great catastrophe
may well excuse over-estimates of the toll of lives taken by
wave and seismic shock.' But even the most conservative
accounts leave the Sicilian-Calabrian earthquake of the
closing days of 1908 one of the direst calamities of the
kind of which history bears -a record. The long-drawn
siege of Paris left the

'
gay capital' with, two hundred acres

of ruins. A few strenuous seconds of earthquake and tidal
wave wrought more ruin, and piled up a higher holocaust
of slain, than many a big war. The earth-wave set up
by the shock outsideMessina shook and tore and crumpled
towns far inland in Calabria and left a photographic
record of its movements upon'seismographs as far afield-as
i;he Commonwealth of Australia. . - '

■"
\

In the presence of this crowning calamity that makes
all the world akin,' one feels how puny is the cheap sar-
casm which La Rochefoucauld flings at the lack of sym-
pathy of our kind. Almost as swiftly as the earth-wave
rode and the electric wire flashed the brief but terrible
story, there swept back a swelling tide of practical help. and sympathy from the ends of the earth to the afflicted-people in the desolated regions of Sicily and Calabria.
Such noble charity does honor to our race. And steam
and the electric wire, and the

"
medical art, and «very

varied form of organised Christian charity, and every sec-
tion in Chamber and State, joined hands in minimising
the" effects of a calamity that in1 less happy days would
have reached far greater proportions. Bay-crowns and
heaven's jewels to the brave hearts of many nations and
faiths who toiled so nobly, and amid such perils1 And
rest eternal to the souls of those -who have gone to their
account amidst such swift and overwhelming devastation!

The Sicilian-Calabrian earthquakes of 1908 take their
place upon the great historical catastrophes of this kind.
Except for those of the past fifty years, the figures of the
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MESSAGE OF POPE LEO XIII. TO THE N.Z. TABLET.
Pergant Directores etScriptoresNew ZealandTablet, Apos'

tolica Benedictione confortati,Religionis et Justiti'ce causant
promovereper vias VeritatisetPads.

Die 4Aprilis,1900. > LEO XHI.i P.M.
TRANSLATION,

—
Fortified by the Apostolic Blessing, let the

Directors and Writers of theNewZealand Tablet continue to
promote the cause ofReligionandJustice by the waysof Truth
and Peace,

April4,1900. LEO XIII,, Pope,

CONVENT SCHOOL, INQLEWOOD

GRAND ART UNION, in aid of Convent School, Ingle-
wood.—List of WINNING NUMBERS:— 1, 6104;

2, 6493; 3, 6123; 4, 6596; 5, 1385; 6, 6407; 7, 10995; 8,
804; 9, 1797;' 10, 5990; 11, 9437; 12, 6801; 13, 3049;
14, 9265; 15, 1077; 16, 10780; 17, 4407; 18, 10075; 19, 2271,;
20, 1670; 21, 6063. Sincere thanks for your practical sym-
pathy and generous assistance.— Iremain, yours sincerely,
JAS. F.MacMANUS.

WANTED, a NURSEMAID for Dunedin.
—

Address
"Nurse," Tablet Omce.

HPHE LITTLESISTERS OF THE POOR Return their
A Most Sincere THANKS to all the Good Benefac-
tors for their Kindness during the past year, and offer
their best wishes for a Happy and Prosperous New
Year.

AUSTRALIAN- CATHOLIC TRUTH SOCIETY
FOR the Dissemination of Catholic Truth and the Defence of

Holy Church, 64 penny Pamphlets onmost Interesting and
Instructive Subjects have already been issued.

An Australian Catholic Prayer Book has been compiled, and
can now be procured: In boards, 3d.; leather, is 3d; leather with
Epistles and Gospels of Sundays and Feasts, is 6d; and beauti-
fully bound Morocco, 3s 6d.

Subscription, ss.per annum, entitling lo all the Penny Publi-
cations issued during the year.

Life Members, 3s.
/ REV. J. NORRIS,

1 Secretary,.
312 Lonsdale Street, Melbourne.

THE PKOVIKCIAL ECCLESIASTICAL SEMINARY
OF NEW ZEALAND,

HOLY CROSS COLLEGE, MOSGIEL.

IN conformity with arrangements made at the First Provincial
Synod, held in Wellington in 1899, this Seminary has been

established for the Education of Students from all parts of New
Zealand who aspire to the Ecclesiastical State.

Students twelve years of age and upwards will be admitted.
Candidates for admission are required to present satisfactory

testimonials from the parochial clergy, and from the superiors of
schools or colleges where they may have studied.

The Pension is a year, payable half-yearly in advance.
It provides for Board and Lodging, Tuition, School Books,
Furniture, Bedding and House Linen.

The Extra Charges are :Washing, £x 10s a year, and Medi-
cine and Medical Attendance if required. N

Students will provide their own wearing apparel, including ""
the Soutane, as well as Surplice for assistance in Choir.

The Annual Vacation ends on Saturday, the 15th of February.
The Seminary is under the patronage and direction of the

Archbishop and Bishops of New Zealand, andunder llAe immediate
personalsupervisionof the Right Rev. Bishop of Dunedin.

Donations towards the establishment of Bursaries for theFree
Education of Ecclesiastical Students will be thankfully received.

The course of studies is arranged to enable students who
enter the College to prepare for Matriculation and the various
Examinations for Degrees at the University.

For further particulars apply to
THE RECTOR,

Holy Cross College, Mosgiel.

Send to the TABLET COMPANY
FOR THE FOLLOWING BOOKS

(Post Free)."
Catholic Marriages" — Rev- H.W.Cleary

Cloth bound2/6 Paperbound1/-"
Orange Society" ... Rev. H.W. Cleary

Price 3/6"
TheChurch and theWorld" ... Yen,Arch-priest LeMenant des Chesnais, S-M.

, Price 4/-
"lnnisfail"- -. Rev: P.Hickey

Cloth 4/-

ST. JOSEPH'S PRAYER BOOK.
PostFree
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MAY BE OBTAINED AT N.Z. .TABLET COMPANY.


