
Current Topics
Greetings

We return: our cordial- thanks to the many kind vreaders;/bothclerical and lay^ throughout New Zealandarid
Australia and much further afield, who extended theirgreetiugs^to us on the sweetest feast of all the year. Onevalued friend— a subscriber of thirty-threeyears' standing—
.accompanies a clieery greeting with, these encouraginglines:

'
Iwish the dear old Tablet God-speed. If anything

were to happen to it,Ido not know what we should dowithout it. We look for itLere onFridays as regularly as
we look for fish for our dinner on that day.' WithCoriolanus, we

'Thank you for your voices— thank you
—

Your most sweet r

and we pray that every day of the coming year may, for
our readers, be strung together with blessings, like7poarls
upon a necklet or beads upon a Rosary..

The Holiday Gun
Judging by the newspaper reports^ the. gun that'wasn't loaded' lias not, this year, slain or maimed as-many people as it usually.does during the Christmas holi-days. . ■"■

'

Your Company
A noble lord was once trying to induce Dean Swiftto dine with him. Swift was-loth, and slow. ..' Come,' saidmy lordat length, 'I'll send you my bill of fare.' 'Sendme your bill of company,' Swift retorted.

-Even in holiday time, our young men and maidsshould be more particular: about their \bill of company
than their bill of fare.

Aerial Locomotion
According to Wilbur Wright (in an interview withthe Motor of November 17), the future of flying machines

is with armies. 'Every army,' says this record flyer,■

'

will have, not one, but hundreds of these machines, carry- ■■'
ing three or four men and ammunition, and capable ofkeeping the enemy continually harassed. Naturally,,' addshe, '

these machines will take the place of cavalry, andwill be very much more effective than that branch, of mili-tary service.' "Ihe aeroplane,'says M.Leon Delagrange,the noted French 'abator/ 'will undoubtedly be usedvery extensively m the army; every* regiment will have acertain number to be used for scouting and continuallyharassing the enemy. Asa sport, flying will be unique,while for short touring it will be without a rival, for itwill makepossiblea journey fromParis to Marseilles in fiveor six hours.' Arid, with- the breezy optimism of theenthusiast, M.Delagrangepredicts that-the aeroplane willin the near future, be brought within the reach of ;theman of moderate means.' 'Doubtless,' says lib, 'the initialcost will not be more than £160, which will make it-oneot the cheapest forms of locomotionknown, upkeep beingconfined to the cost of oil andpetrol.' 7*""' ..'-' -" ■

-- -' '■"""

The tussle at-present is betweeri the monoplane (singleplane) and the multiplane aeroplane. Farman's,Delagrange s, and most other aeroplaneshave two planes.But we are told "by some of the experts that the future is
'""

with the single-planed machine. At present, monoplanesare rather kittle-cattle. M. BleViot believes in the mono-
-

plane— under difficulties ;_ for its humors are terribly suddenand incomprehensible. Without visible"-provocation itstops its upward or level glide; dives 'earthward; breaksits wings and slams, hammers, and bangs its rider againstthe mother-froni which he sprungv The other dly itSS°? SJlV?ret?I1?tlImberf andne^lypoundedhisbrains outYThe flight is right; but the alighting— there's the rub! M:Bleriot s experiences remind us of TJricle Remus's-storyof the.terrapin (tortoise) that wanted:thebuzzard (falcon)
inU^JT tO,V „'?\ ha? Buzzard,sailing
in the air and ho thought he could sail, too. So hepersuaded Brother Buzzard to take liim on his back andgive, him jj start. This was done. Brother BuzzardcarriedBrother Tarrypm m vhe air and droppedMm. Hefen plunk and nearly killed himself,: He was very angryWith Brother Biwzard, riot because he failed to fly, butbecause Brother Buzzard failed to show him how i;o light.Says he: Flyin' is easy as fallin', hut Idon't speckIkin learn how to light." If you don't know what this

flvT' somf person.. Before you begin tofly., be sure and Jearn how to light.': .s, ,.. ■<�-"'
;''■-..:...: '" "

'
■ _* ■ _ ;'■'■..- ■■ "■ -■'

<i»
despite>Jrie bumps; M: Blelriot is;confident that-u^'^n/^^-^6 Wlll> of aeroplanes in''-n???^-i they go eveiywhere. M. Henri

■
:-'2S fl curthf Pilots that the present ceXry
ZS^C**S■■■f*atgr*a

°* the air-' 411 the worldPonderedsatLiml h±n" cn
fl
d- f+ 19° 6j ai^°S V*"**made his sen-

wW iL^ n Aaght? A-new era was openedv.hei barman, covered a kilcmetre Gibout two^thirds of a,milc^at^sy :in January,1908/ Then-Delagraii&e""« went■■■'&^Trt covered four kilometres on le same
:ffcf *■

a^half. pounds^er horse-power-^vith .the htoptftf-S^SbSo-petrol motor %hafc will turn the .scaled as 4o£ us onepound,- or even less, per,horse-power. Yet, the dingers 'of the aeroplane, the high degree of- skil iSuiredUits management^ts inability- to stand the s^eSs SX-inTthe of starting- apparatus V (such a? faEweights or a preliminary run over the' ground and th!difficulties of landing-placesand of housinglwiU^^th^rthink, for many y^ears make theaeroplanethe luxuS of the"few rather than the flying car of the many

AnAptArgument

xm> tZ«,J "t V.G., of has been" 'sizingtnLnl .IGC"r.rrut?ut- citation,that is once more wagging itltongue in Victoria with a view -to the capture of%tlie
'

puWic school system for sectarian purpbsS ?W are
'

told,' says.-;the Dean, 'that there,/is no possible dancerarid^rot^^0?110^011,^ ***»«&* Bibhc^^trlSand Protestant- forms of prayer during school hoursT for
aSd S^Tm6

'S"*"**x*SScheS :

wf+». J-i - the chlldren. whose parents object.; Well.without enlargingon the difficulties inthe^oSofSa system or relatinghow ineffective a similar claufem-ovSm protecting the Irish.Catholic children■n^hTearircSs" ii your
CS£ntionxo tms tact If the proposed lessons are so harmless asw\:risaSere d̂^atis-r*;? a

"<^^s^n1 y
xl , re. flag raised on the railway line or »Wdoes the electrician use an insulator wh^ha^?^.: gorged wr^/ electricity? As.a protection

ZSWS Jw^^So ô^^6f1 8̂^away the'whole caseidsnows that the State is nitroducmga system which"nrfsomeyif^ elemr ° f d-^-tpythT'S^B;xlr^p^!-^ wL°Se Pare*>s^forced to pay for,

TheEducationQuestion
T;m^Ui;

o
efteemed,

Ilocal1
local extemporary, the""Otago Dailylime,, is apparently convinced that our'education system«s y^s^*1w,re?^dt° reii^ Bdt is ***S;

S?ffcTv£ hat- 1S lts attlt«de towards religion?too tai as the system is concerned, it simply -Whores tptorflr^ '?he yo«ng idea' t0 pass a^otaolTpor-tion of -its most impressionable years (as secularists andagnostics do) without the thought of God or ofmora obh■ gation from God's law But this is° i^Sc?icaleffect,:the attitude of the secularist and the agnostic' ?represents so far as religion is concerned, the idealofeducation that the secularist and the agnostic^o^putmto operation for their children;-and, no doubf ES£iorv° r Sma^ion ° f o^pSu^iotlntirSysatistptory.^ The system is professedly secular: it is inEtS/° -ar- aS it^°es' Wla«st and agnostic And-the matter is m.no way affected by the fact that thosystem.so far condescends,to-the prejudices bf^Chrttiaripeople as to graciously print the name of God (where itMs"e^°^ CeiM lit6rary extracts>
CwiS^ ca^S

to be'Hvei to P<S#* instruction
For %hf r a * If cMdren within the.school-buildings,.l^or the God, of the system (even though. Hisspelled with a capital G) niay-so far L^^ the system 'sedrie in^^ OT Murabo-Jumbo, ofa mere.Jgmeri^of the imagination,

-
As:td"the religious insSuctjon: it is not^ So far Jaw goesKpernfelSirS- the time that the system is in progress-that is withinschool hours When the system -bgins op^ns?S£Alnughtymust move-out;- andHe is::lSr^.^'Bo^ur^d the^system-has packed:uP;its flagand^ls-w^Like secularism and agnosticism, tho system has.no God'and no moral law whose sanction is ofGod. Arid yet Weare asked -to suppose that it is noutral, and holds thebalance evenly as between creed and creed-between re-hgion andnon-religion1 D re
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The Dunedin & Suburban Coal Co are stni at gastle-street, and wm SuPPiy you ww,-
m --■■■■"■■..■■-"■

w"-..- . *wkind of Coal or Firewood you want at Lowest Tariff;^:.-.'. -■..■ *W&ByHOSB 4QJ, ;.. *atks. Smithy Coals,sunnli»«k


