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Topics

'G'rge‘tin'gs

- "“We return. our - cordial - thanks  to the blany” ‘kingd -
" readers, -both "clerical and lay;- thiowghout New Zealand. and

Australia- and much’ further - afield, who :extended  their

greetings to us on the Sweetest feast of all the year, _.,01_1_3 )
valued friend—a subscriber .of thirty-three years’ standing—
accompanies ‘a ‘cheery gréeting  with. tlm_se=rcucou_1'ag}n_g._.
Linés: ‘I wish the dear old ‘Tablet- God-speed. If anything
" were to happen to it, I ‘do not kinow what we should do’

without-it, We look for it here on Fridays as regularly as.
we look for fish for our dinner” on  that day.’.
Coriclanus, we ‘ » ST y

¢ Thank you for your voices—thank. you— -
Your most sweet. voices,’ el e

and we pray that every day of the coming.year may, for

our readers, be. strunjz together. with bléssings, like - pearls

upon a necklet or beads upon a Rosary..

The Holiday Gun S

Judging by the newspaper reports;’
fwasn't loaded?
many people
days. .

Your Company

to dine with him. Swift was loth and stow. - #Come,’ said
wy lord at length, ¢I'll send ‘you my Lill of fare,’
me your bill of company,’ Swift retorted; B

-Even in holiday time; our youig. men and maid
should be more particular. about
than their bill of fare,

Aerial Locombtion

According to Wilbur Wright ¢in an int.ervi,uw‘ with.

the Motor of November 17), the future of flying machines
is with armies. *Every army,’
‘will have, not one,

keeping the enemy. continually harassed.

Naturally,’ adds
he, ‘these machines will iake

the place of cavalry, and

will be very much more affective than that branch of mili-"
Léon Delagrange; |-

tary service.’ ‘The aeroplane,’ says M. ]
the nmoted French *aviates,’ *will 111_1dou_1ited]y. be used
very extensively in the army; -every’ regiment will have a
certain number to be used for scouting and eontinually
harassing the enemy. As & sport, flying will ‘be unique,
while for short touring it
will make possibic a journey’-fmrq_'l‘aris_to7Ma.x;seilles in five.
or six hours.’

in the near future, be brought within- t]le,rench-o_f' “_t-‘ha
man of moderate mesns.’ ‘ Doubitless,’ says he, © the jnitial

cost will mot be mare than £160, which will make- it. one
of the cheapest forms of

confined to the cost 6f oil and ‘petrol.’” :
- S .

“The tussle at.

plaue) and the multiplane aeroplahe. - Wright’s; ‘Farman’s,
- Delagrange's, and. most

with the single-planed machine..
-are rather kittle-cattle. _
" plane—under dificultics ; for its hiimors are torribly sudden
. and  incomprehensible; Without .visible “provecation it

stops its" upward: or level :glide;- dives Tearthward; "Bré‘akaj_'
its wings, and slams, hammers, and bangs its rider against .
‘The other -day it -

-.the mother from which" he sjirung. they
almost shivered his timbers and nearly pounded his brains out;,

The flight is right; but the alighting—-there’s the rubf M:-

Blériot’s ‘experionces renmind us of . Uncle Remus’s- story

‘of the terrapin (tortoize) that ‘x?antéd_i-the-hizgﬂrd. (f'a.lcozi)_'.'
" “He DIad sesn Brer Buzzard- sailing”

to teach him %o fly. ] !
in the -air, and he thought. he ecould sail, ‘top, So he
- persuaded Brother ‘Buzzard to. take him . on “his back and
pive-him a start.’ This was done. Brother . Buzzard
. ¢arried Brother Farrgpin in vhe.air and
-fell, plunk, and mearly killed himself.-:
becawse Brother Buzzard failed to thow him how to light.
; Says he: ‘ Fiyin’® is sasy as fallin’, but I don't. speck
I kin learn how to Jight."

. NEW.ZEALAND TABLET . .

| =Wl be ¢ the

" With

.} : a-half pounds per lorse-power——with. the ho
1 pebrol motor thet will

the gun  that”
lias not; this. year, slain or maimed as.
as it usually docs -during the Ghrlstmas' h_oh-._ i

1 up’ the recurrent; -agitation_ that is cnce:

J- Tirom “the “introduction
‘Send -

_ | |- who “ohject . and- the children whose
theif- bill of company -

|- of the present

says this -record fiyer, .-
but hundreds of these machines, CAIrry-
ing three or four men -and ammunition, and eapable of -

will be. without a rival, for it -

And,- with- ‘the breezy optimism’ of ths.
enthusiast, M, Delagrange predicts that-tha aeroplane iwill;

Yoromotion known,. upkecp. being - |-

present is between the munoplal’lé- ,(si-uglé ’

other aeroplanes have two -planes:
Bubt we are told by some of the experts that the fature is -
1 _ At present, monoplanes

M. Blériot believes in _the ‘mona- -

1 “tion’

dropped him, Ha
He was very angyy .
with Brother Buzzard, not becanse he failed” to fly, but’

- = —
means, ask some grown-up person.. Before you: begin o
. fly, be sure and learr: how' ro-light. 3. L0 L .

i

“Ave yeéars ithiere will be thowsands ‘of aeroplaues in
cuse,’ "and  that ' “ they. will ‘g0 “evérywhere.’! | M. Henrt
- DeéutscH de Ja -Meurthe predicts thai. the present century’
gentary of the air.’ . Al the werld srondered
" wher, . gt the-end of 1906, Santos
sational halloon flights over- PParis. A- new-era Wis opened
-whe1 Tarman covered a’ kilometrs “Qaboit twathirds- of &
~tiile) at Lssy in " Tannary, 1008 ‘Then" Delagrangs “*.went
-oe’ betber,’. and covered four - :
- 'grourxd;\_’_; The. acroplane, as an’s
“of the “year 1908. . What - tHa
- impessible to say.
-wondeérful Frencli petrol mobors

fiective flying maghine, is

‘that -weigh. only three and
pé¢ of ‘a turbina
Jburn: the sealewnt ' ‘
pound; or even less, per- horse-powsy. -
of the aeroplane,
- 1tg management, its
" tlie - necessity. of  _starting™~ apparatis
weights) or g preliminary run over the ground, and the
- diffioulties of landing-places and of Housing; will,” we. rather.
think, for: many years make the aeroplaiie the loxury of the

(seh as  falling

4~ few rather than the fying cai of the many. e

~AnApt Argument PO T
" Dean Phelan, V.G, of Melbourne, his been™ * sizing

. tongue in
. Dburposes,

. bold,” says-the Dean, ¢ that there. is  no. possible danger

and Protestant’ forms of prayer: duiin
- there will be a ¢ 0o ¢ ¢

" awvithoud efilarging on the diffieqltieg
a system, or relating how ineffective
:-in protecting the Trigh Catholic ekil
) national system,
 to this fact: If the proposed lessone are so -harmless. a8
wo are assured, what is the nesd ;
Why is the red- flag -raised on.
-does the eléctrician use ‘an’ insul
. _chmfgéd with- electricity P ;
- ‘danger. :The éonscience. clause gives: away -the’ wh

in ‘the working ‘of such

dren/in-the ecarly days

the railway line, or why

ole case
introducing a-system which con-

of danger. to the ~consciences-
whose. parents are. forced to ‘pay for-

taing. in itgelf ‘an element
of. gonie of its children,

this very - poison.”

. The Education Question -
Our .
Times, is apparently convinced that our” education system
" is entirely neutral in regard to relizion .- ! Y
.. Yeally neutral? - What- s its atbitude
‘So_far .a8. the system 7is -concerned, ‘it £imply“iguores ' res.
Hgion; it trains ‘the young idea’ to pass’ a. notable por-
tion . of .its most impressionable years (a8 secularists and
agnostics’ do) without- the thoughi of God -or, of moral obli-
gatioh -atising from God’s law. Bug this is, ‘in practieal
offect, - tlé attitude of the secularist' and the _agnostic; it
represents, so far as religion is concerned, . the ideal of,
education. that the secularist and- the a '
into operation for ‘their children ;
. gysteni is;

:

towards' religion £

t for this small section of our. population, entirely
-satisfactory, . The -system is professedly secular; it is. in
Dractice, so far 4s it “goes, secularist and -agnostie. . And:

--the Mmatter is im.mo .y

people as to- gradiously print ‘the ngme -of God (where it has
- &t times to bo ‘introduced in literary extracts) Wibh.a:capis-

tal @, or that it merei™ly permits religious : ingtruction

to be- given to the childfen within +he’ school “biildings.’
-Tor the God, of the system A{even -though' His ~aame he
" spelled ‘with a capital "G) Inay—so. far ax. the system’ ‘g

coucerned——be a dingy Bial or Munabo-Jumbo, OF_ & erq
Agment of “the imagination. - As 46" “the religions instruc.
ion: it is not (so far 'ag the: lav goes),-"pérmitt"ed'_'du"fiil'g-
- the time that the system is in progress—that is; “within
. school ‘hours. Wien the -system ~begins operations; . the
* Almighty..must- mave out; and Hé js barved and bolted out.
: until the -system -has packedup ;

Like sdécularism znnd agnosticizm, tho~ system has.no God;
‘and no moral law ihose sahction is of God. -

_ : And yét wo
are asked -to suppose -that it is -neutral, and holds the

If you don't know ~hat this .

balance evenly as between creed and creed—hetween re.-
Nligion and nen-religion | S :

- TEEPRQNE 4Q) .

“The Duredin & Suburban GoalGo, -

ar: -étiil:- at 29 CAST'LE“."S'.I'REE"I‘,. .dnd_' will “supply you ?-_'_ithi
- anv kind af Cael of Firewodd you want at. Lowgg..‘._. Tawarr |
s, Smithy© Coals .sipmlisd,. " R -

Yet,;  despite his ‘bumps, -M:. Blériot is: confident. thaf.
Fin

Diiment ‘made his sen-

kilofietres on’ ‘the  samie-

‘ future  may “bring, it is :
But there are hig Possibilities -in' those .

‘a8 low. as one.
: Yet, the'dangers”
the high degres of - skill “reqfired i’
indbility-to stand the stress. of- ghorms, -

more wageing its.
. Victoria with a view -to the capture of - the
. . : - - -4 spublic . sehool system. for sectarian
A noble lord was once trying- to induce Doan: Swift -

3

‘We' - are..
of Protestant Bihlical instruation
& “school’ hours]; for.
conseience clause ’ ‘exempting the teachers
“Parents object.t Well,
a similar elavse proved.
I will-eall your asttention
of a “' conscience clause’

ator when handling. wires:
As. a protection from ‘certain -

esteeméa local - contemporaxy;’ “the™ Olago . Dmly .

But'is the.syster.

gnostio swould put~
-.and, no.doubt,. the

: : way affected by the-fact .ihat the "
system so far condescends o -the prejudices of o Christian -

-t bag and- gone its-wey. -




