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féﬂi‘éé—ecially in his native town of. Dungarvan.
Bartlett . and Meldon
“Pawer and his sister. R L
"+ The chairman then 1¢9d:tlie followi

[

Messrs.

.

ng address:~

wolcome on your safe return tfo Hawera, and G6UE Joy s

‘enhanced by the reflection that your pilgrimage’’  to..

Europe and to Palestine, ote.,
profitable and enioyable one.” . 3
you had the great honor and felicity of being present at the
Vatican to pay homage to .his Holiness Pzus X, on tho
meémorable oceasion of - our ‘Haly Father's: (olden Jubilee.
And it was with foelings of profound emotion that we heard
of the gracious receptions previcusly accorded you by his

Iiag been to wou ‘s most

Holiness the Pope, and that your “dearest wish was grati- -

“fied in having the glorious privilsge of & private andience
with €hrist’s Vicar on earth—tle occupant of St. Poter's
“ehair— -

His signet is the Fisherman’s;
No sceptre does Le hear,
In mcek add lowly majesty
He rules from Peter's chair,
And yet from every tribe and tongue,
From ev’ry clime and zone
Three hundred million voices sing
The glory of his throne.

It was also gratifying to us to learn that during your stay
1niIreland (your native land, and the country to which
most of us belong by birth or descent) you were honored
by an invitation to attend the annual meeting of the
‘ National Directory’’ in Dublin. That you had the
proud distinetion of being one of the speakers at that
important assembly, and that your -eloquent speech on the
Irish cause was eulogised by the leaders of the Irish Par
liamentary  Party. Nor  were you unmindful of vour
adopted eountry while in the Motherland, as evidenced l?y,
the briliant lecture on New Zealand delivered by you in
the Town HHall of your native town, Dungarvan, which we
learn from Irish papers was a beautiful and highly literary
address, and one thiat would wot be soon forgotten. It
was with feelings of infinite pleasnre we learned that on
the eve of your vesent departure from Iveland for New
Zealand you were the recipient of ‘a_beautifnlly illuminated
address from the Catholic Youug Men's Society of PDungar- .
van, in appreciation of your “great qualities of head and
heart,”’ and as an expression of their gratitnde *f for
delivering for their benefit your ahle and interesting lec-
turs on the land of your adopbion,” for whiech and obther
reasons the members of that distinguished society expres-
sed ‘‘ their deep and lasting affection.” W also thank
¥ou for your kindly forsthought in prroviding for our spiri-
tual wants during your abseiice by the appointment of the
zood and zcalons Father O'Dwyer, who fas so ably offieiated
n your stead. Again, dear Rev: Father, bidding you a
hearty welcome,” we will evér pray that Almighty God will
Epare you many years in our midst to continue your labors
for the promotion of His glory and the salvation of souls,
Wo have the honor to suhbscribe ourselves, on' bebalf of
Your parishioners, W. Bunsing (chairman), B. Cullinan,
J. Bartlett (secretary), B. MeCarthy, Jno. Fennell, and
others.’

Mr. C. E. Major said he deerved it a nrivilege to ten-
der to the Rev. Father Power
weleome home on hehalf not only of the Catholics, but. of
the whole people of Hawera, Heo had known every Cath-
olic priest who had heen in Hawera far 28 years past, from
the days-of Dean “Grogan,“Wwho was first’ in charge of the
parish, and they were evary one of them broad-minded and
capable men. - The high honers which had been conferred’
ot Father Power were, he folt sure, attributable not so

much to the fact that he was parish priest of Hawera ag

to the reputation he had won .abroad as .an ordtor. and a

litorary man of" distingfion.; “"Hs alo sald’ that> Miss
very many people -
welcome,

Power was known “and esteecmed by

other than Catholies, and he-offered her-a e

Father;O'Dwyorisaid, tliat-there was nét onsiof: Father:
' Powet's ‘parishiondrs“ifofe’ ulad to sed hini “back than ke’

“was.  He wished Miss Power and Tather Power a very
hearty welcome. . - ’ s Pt

Fathor Power, in reply, saidhe did nob feel that he

" deserved ihe flattering remarks Tavished on him, but it
- was nice to find" péople looking. ont for good qualities and
magnifyinig them. o recalled the cordiality of the send-
- off - which they had given lim cloeven months ‘agd, and it
- was_only eclipsed. by the. warmth-of the wolcome now ék-
: tended %o lim, which showed that same spiritiintensifie
. It wasg bleasantiwhén the niembersiof the flock respionded
the appdal of the shepherd, and when thay attributed to
him the sacrifices for God and réligion which they them-
selves had made, He had travelled through many coun-
¢ tries, he wend to the cradles of the. human race, he' had

-

(Manais) also welcomed Father .

We, your parishiorers, fjoyfu]lyfiaddorclf’y'o‘ﬁ 2 hearty -

"We vejoice te learn that .

and to-his-sister a hearty

i
0
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‘seon -the civilisations of

. tween’ ‘the peaple he met . and

© tion to the Holy Father

‘nificont  people, - with

not of its scenic heanties,
.erags, its rivers and its

~1s mnable to earn a living  ni

- most that British. Parliament conld do was to

~the good Bisters -and
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the East and of the aWest, he
had travelled slowly through the great countries of Europe, n
and. wherever, he went he made a mental comparison be- -
' nd his own people here ‘in.
Hawera, and¥lie was able to console. himself with :the
conviction . that he Liad " no reason to envy the lot of any
other priest he had met. He had expressed thab convie-

) , whose beuining faée and glowing
he felt in his heart at the Yirtues

1

words indicated the joy

. that were being practised ih this distant island- in the
.;.‘s_&lthcrn SCA..

- ospecially the children of the Trisl people, the Holy Fathor

When lLe spoke of the young colonials; and

satd he was gratified they were renewing the piety ‘and’
faith of their fathers. The Irish people were s mag-

& splendid fidelity to the Chair of
Preter.  He' (the speaker) had spolsén ‘well of New' Zea-
land evergwhere, and he wasg especially gratified that he
was able to do so0, because he had come AcCross spocimens of
the human race for whomn the term’ ¢ carrion orow”’ was
too fine a word, men who loft this country and who spoke
its movntains and cliffs, its
lakes, but who thought of nothing
but the meney they could take from it, They were.creatb.
ing a false impression of New Zeuland by blackening the
country wherever they travelled. They said it was a
country that none but paupers could exist in » that no one
could safely invest money in, that there were ne indus.
tries and nothing good in it; and they succeeded in a
great measare in creating these false impressions. They
did not ecreate them in Ireland, but. they succeeded in
doing so to a great extent in ‘parts of England, with the
rosult that people sneercd at this young country whicl
forsooth engaged in so much mad legislation! It was sz
country of mad experimentalists! When he began to
leok around he found that it would Do well if the mem-
bers of Parliament of Creat Britain came and learned a
lesson from the Parliament of Now Zealand.,  He would
only. mention two pieces of Great Britain’s. recent logisia-
tion %o show how far it was ‘behind ' the times. . One wag
the Old-age Pensions Bill. | No persom is entitled to a pen-
sion who has been in roceint of ontdoer relief at any time
for twelve months before he applies for the pension. So
that an old man of eighty-five or ninety years of age who
ust starve for twelve .momths
a pensiom. Agadn, if 4 man
, he will only get 3s 9d per

liefore hie becomes entitled “to
Thecomes entitled to a pension

week if he is married and lives with his_wife, whereas

if the old pair separate they will get 5s eacli.  These and

other regulations were cited by Father Power t¢ show the

absurdity of the Aet. He also aslluded to the Irish Uni- .
versity Bill recemtly- passed.  Mr. Balfour had been de-

claring that the Irish ere badly treated in regard to

nniversity education. The money -of the people had heen
taken to support a Protestant nniversity; Trinity College—
a Protestant university to. teach I*rotestan

: tant theology with
the Catholic -money of Ireland.. Some’ justice should ‘be
done to the- Catholic people of Catholic Ireland. But the

rive: the
Catholies of Ireland an atheistical university 3 and t.%m Cath-
olics accepted it, ‘relying on the faith of the - people to
drive atheism from iks walls. - Such. were the legislators .
who had the temerity to sneerat the so-called experimental
logislation of New Zealand. At all the great shrines of
Europe he had, always said Mass for.the. people. of Hawers,
and he now thanked them ali for the way they had worked
in his absence,. He especially thanked Fsther 'O'Dwyer,
after the Archhishop,: for Baving evabled him to be absenit
80 Jong on such'zn profitable jouriiey.” He likewise thanked

:the ‘ohildfen who followed him with
their prayers that kept Lim ~from danger” during. hig -
voyage. On a guitahle oceasion he would deliver to them-
2 speeial message which he had received for them from
the Holy Faiher. : , .

During the evening songs were contribyted, by . Messis.
Lawless, O’Sullivan, and Hocker,” Mosdames: 0%Callaglian,
Bennott, and Migs Gallaghier, and a fine rocital of ‘Seumas’
O’Brien’ Ly:Mr. . O'Connor, while the school children .

ottably rendered a part song. The stage was tastefully
decorated .with flowers, _ R
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