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ingsmonthg are now ;
to thergaigties; thi : 3, QFF
cointry outing.of. fhe now past and gondi.seasoi;
Well, I have.besn one of those whe tuok the
i 7 I Heivé ‘beén~away=in-the. very. heart of. ]
-and, comparing notes with those who travelled
" sands of " miles; crbssed..seas, Jostled ' the - thri
-citiey;-made. exeitements of every kind JShe foady
holidays, I have come to ‘the conchision that;:
all, L have had the happiest time of thé:Igh
course, of all with whom notea have beent®
of thedelcame babk very, tived, somewhat

from Taving seen “snd~heard too much;

limp. ’ . : PR
- < But, ah! how; gweet the .country ‘is 4g who love.
it To those wha Yook inte its face and:read:-its hesit;".

who study its good qualities and shub thei'r_:;e-y?a}:ffb fta diaw

backs, how gratefull it is; how it delights in’givihg pledsurn’
in yeturn for so mich ‘trust! o e G
The Heart of. the Conntry.

More than onoe T bave wondered if here‘in this '-:li:'i;tl

island ome. ‘can ‘feel when'in the coumfry so- completely

alone with 1ature, so utierly isolated from busy city life,:

with its wear and tear, its lixury and squalor, its gluttony.

‘of pléasures, or, rather, excitements; and its miseries, how
must it ‘bé ‘away back in the Ionely parts of comparatively
vast Australia’ and New Zealand? It must, L' fancy, “be
pleasanter here. It is the real conntry: felds, gardens,
hedge-bounded “1oads; ‘green banks, and ditches whers, n

SPTing,. you can gather primroses, violets, and blushells hy

Ahermillion ;- in summeér, “wild. roses, woodbines, ferns, all
ithe delicate béauties of ' our.mild northern eclime, - You
“have always: gome blue mpuntain in sight, perhaps a bréesy
-moor, . perhaps- rich -park-snd pasture lands; but Yo never

are too lonély, for o pleasant drive or bicytle’ Fide hrings’

ou, -even in the most secluded parts,-in. an. hrour, or two 1o,
you, ev { ¢ ! ( W

some town, big or little, where there are a-breath of ‘the |

- huasy world, shops to ‘inspeet, friends to greet, quite a
variety . after three or four
to summer in the country.

I have'been living;. then, six’ miles from afiywhere; -

six miles from tlree- different . market towns, a mile even.
from a tiny hamlet;.yet what a gay time, what an infinite -

-variety ‘of -simple pleasares could that guiet spot: provide | -

An oldfashioned- house, large enough to hold a: good;:
big family, every window on’tha ‘ground floor of the-houge -

; oii to the lawn and flower paxden,-

a big glass door, opening o
the whole embosommed in’ grand: Irish yews, heoches “and

- chestnuts, each & picture,
over-all. . .The
of many elements: . "As kind an-old host as one could wish
for: - a semi-invalid, yet cheery-and merry, with ever a zay

. word and~ joke for: the younp members of the party.

“to . ¢all it home, " Then"there -were the host's two pretiy
-daunghters, a girl from’ the capital, and myself from mear

sbhe capital, an’ elderly gentleinan very much given to. fall-

iing: snddenly :in_Yove and. ss suddenly falling: out, .agwin, .
“dnd-taking all our. jokes.on the subject as sg many, com- |

; inch by inck for her-
-+ lifer-against-the saddest -of all smaladies, but- fighting with

_ plimdents ;' asbright young girl, fighting

‘such ‘merry-goodwill, ‘such. cotrage, sudh’ welf-forgetf ilsuesd

. that she’was the:life of the house and. everybody's delight. °
Thére. 5" Serva ) a -one-eyed boy; -whio hag .
heen "a.* boy! about: the- plice - for forty years, and Johm.-

“Thére; wera the servants; Tommy,

cand: Mary;’ all ‘as good:natured :as their family. There

- were- Rescue, a_ bBautiful foX terrier rescued from- that,
ome—a mosh . loving, “dog” to
“Clitistians, but. 8. rascal to chase fowls and hedgehogs;

--ahode..of . woe; "the ‘Dogs’

" Jumey-.a.fine :pointer, .and. Jack; a cocker; six cats, ‘the
most privileged of them--Three Legs—a. torteiseshell -pudsy,
well aware-that the fect of having losts’leg in -8 trap.

‘.yesrs ago-makes vher - interesting; a brown: horse with .a:

rquist will. of his own;.an Jeeland '
the only Cetholic of the party, o Mass on Bundays, and
protested against the Papist the whole way there and back

“hy trying to kick cver the shafts. - There were hundreds
of rare bred snd tocthsome fowls, burkeys, geese, ducks,

NEW ZEALAND TABLE®- .. -

i A._in_gx with. their soft. -¢oo,

|- upon a i

quiet days, then: liome ‘again -
5 * .

Mount . Leinster keeping gitard -
_ interior of thé gabled ‘house’ home-like and .
eosy's sthes. family ;and. friends. 2 pleasant group made "up- |

- Roun:
- New~Zealatniders: - 1+ don’t: mean. Maoris, but a family, two
of ‘Whom were born in New Zealand ; one was hrought .cut.,

.when a-little cliild, ‘and-the.fourth was theré longiencigh -

pony. that ‘carried e, .

and hens, all Lighly inberesting ‘ih: their way; loveliest of
all -the pentle wood pigsons that woke.us up in' the morn-
: ] s0. guaintly. interpréted by the
totolr-Jegend that ‘tells -how; long agd, the wood  pigeon
4 d-her nest in the grass, bub the ¢vw .80 often
wmpled -on: and destroyed it that .ihe pigedn  took  to
-building 17 the ‘trees; and now,;- ab; early-dawn and. sunget,
it sifs safe -up in the branches, cooing defiance in’ bisad’
-Bcotghi’ te-the cows beneath:'‘ Cloom: 100, 5§00; ::660m noo,
c00.” . A.less complimentary Irish story has it“that, once .
ey-a Welshman came to the fold to steal a lamb,
1. the wood pigeons bverhead Fempted-him with,
:0-do-0; take two-o, do-6," and the.did. I don't
‘caluminy on Taffy and the pigeons, the latter
6t and gentle! to-dosuch af thing's hiit I: conld
ancy them talking'to the cows ‘of ia fmérning ss: they
greaze uiider’ the . trees, the soft..cosy. cooing the first sound
ip:mingle with my morning. dreams; ‘and suggest that -it
was Himg 1o leave that snug downs beds Whererbutfar in
Ahecountry could one mow. find a bed of downP ... . -
. linds, up (no ome -dreams of shutting bédroom win-
mowadays); the glow and. perfume _of- flowers on. tha
i ills give 2 fdretaste of the pleasures. of the day.
-Mbint Leinster opposité in’a soft haze means that it wall
{He- g fine day. . Teommy below, feeding ' his fowls in their
own=little ;private zardens before’ 1étting thein -out; “and
feathered flock can get on the blind::side of
romise you, for he 'sees more with his one.eye

£

*than” “other conld with two. ' Then - the sounds of
~ravvakening all over the house: the glass doors, being opened

. wide -dowastairs, our’ merry., Naney bustling sbout over-
©lyead, Adight’ footsteps- onthe stairs,’ heé “sdrvants“going to
and: fro, the tender-hearted 0ld bachelor’s door cpening, the
breakfast bell, and finally happy morning ‘groctings st the
bréakfast table, whers newspapers and letters and the' uni-
versal “pictiire posteards. furiiish, plenty of “topics “for “eon--
versation.  That:tender-hearted 0,B. is a véry, thoughtful
man.. Hé subseribes to no fewer thamn three ladies™ jour-
‘nals, and wins’ much attentien by handing Toand " pidtures
“of . the latest * Merry Widow ® hats,. the “portraits.of the
brides and grooms of the week, etc. = H¢ is'a very good-
tempered 0.B., save on'one or two roints, the worst of
these being Home Rule,- to-which e i viclenily opposed,
| end when fun ‘is-failing, morning ‘or evening, Miss” Nancy
"xdisés s dispute on the subject.that is.all ‘the more ing
“that “deither party knows what Home. Rude.-18ally’-ni
. but _grows warm over it all the.same,: each_oné r 1
«3able plying Naney with sauey lejounders (the O.Biis very
deaf) to-fling at her adversary until s diversion has .to be
-made, which™is sometimés dene most opportunely by Three.
Legs holding up - hér. stump™to the  irate wold ‘gentleman,
with a. pathetic air thiat says plainly.: ¢ Cream for, .2 poor .
" naimed puss, please, or' whatever bacon you can spare.’’
-Then peace prevails orice miore;: Miss N aney’s youth evi--

" - dently. softening down “thé O.B:'s: wrath Teasily, .. .= .
- . Of .newspapers aid: books there ‘is-no lack,-Lut I, for

“‘one, make a point of never reading newspapers wliile away

~from the world: there wore Ho newspapers in-Areadis, and

I prefer turning over’ ~ * ;

7 The Leaves of Nafure's Boo £or Rédii
-¢..2 'Why, how happily " the-time between. hreakf;
~iearly. dinner can be filled -up in'such a. ountry  honse. .

. .

Iefast and’

. A

visit to the strawberry. bed-in:June, the currant, ragpbherry,

- -and gooseberry bushes in July and early Augnst, the apples
and pears later on. Sweet ped is now the-favorite: flower,
and>marvellous are the beauties that have been added to .

our sweet old ‘painted” 1ady’ and ‘purple and white; but .

who that. buys a, nosegay, of sweet peas in the market or -
7 ‘e’ Hotist’shean’ imaging theifeelings-of being let loose

daily in an immense hedge "of the fragrant RowersP. One
of -my-iorning's; toils=for weeks was clipping, clipping, -

. clipping . at this forest of bloom. The miore you cuf sweet

" .Peas, the'longer the plants’ will blossom: And didn’t 1 ecutl
Armiuls! | It wes imposéiblesto, tear oneself-away until,

literally, no. more‘could be garried in: the’ hole house was .

" ablaze witl' -the .sweet-smelling blooms:  Shélling the peas -

for dinner was the next . pleasaiit. piece of work shared

Cintby . thei New.-Zealand Tiftle Tgirlsi-who -feagerly - looked

faoub for .the lucky pod” with niné peas.  Sometimds s

w:inerry:hour .wonld-be spent posingfor enip:thots. * Next a

- stroll down, the long, widding avenue, where pgiant trees
‘nearly meet overliead, : ‘and+ where, .the  three New Zeg-.
landers, who knew mothing sof these countries, were ‘ever ;

- eagerly on the watch for three (fo them) spocial curiosities:

- . fox, a robin redbreast, and a swallow. *; Thanks to Rescne -

: and Juno, Reynard’s visits:were: searce; and we never saw. .

*-him; but robins were thére.and”swallows:in plenty, and I

-.bave seen the whole family flying wildly doWn:the avenus:

. onhearing that, as therd ‘was Tain coming, there was a- -

whole flight of swallows &t & cort&in: poiut, fAFing 50 low
that they could abinost be touched: " “A.sure sign of rain, for
when the air is heavy with clouds the flies come near the
ground, aud the swallows follow them. What an excites




