
house of Philosophy at Issy, outside the fortifications,harbors 300 ecclesiastical students who axe reading, sometheir two years' course .in philosophy, the others, theirthree years in theology. One additional year in theology
is read at a rented house in the city. Since my time animmense amount of superb building 'has been carried bufat Issy by the Sulpician.Fathers who have charge- of itAnd just picture to yourself the state of a country in whichtins work of theirs is likely, at an early date, to be takenoyer forcibly by the Government, just like the house in- thecityj Of course,, tho- Government are always ready withthe sameparrotcry,

* Why did you not form an "Associa-tion of Worship "
as we told- you- to do?' They knewperfectly well indevisingtheir pet expedient of those < Asso-ciations of Worship' thatCatholics would not, because theycould not, have recourse to them. It was the generosityot the fox inviting the crane to dine on soup off a shallow .clisli. lliey knew what they were doing.

The Catholic University of Paris.
Ivisitedmy old university. The students are not yethack. Ihey return for the opening of term on NovemberJ. But the rector was at home, andIhad a talk withJum. Iregret, and he regretted, that Professor Branlywas out. He is, as theimmense majority of the professorsare, a layman. Of course, they are all excellentCatholics,

it will be Avitlnn your memory that it was this ProfessorJJranly of the Paris Catholic University who experimented
with a view to catch the well-knownHertz waves. He pur-sued his researches till he found the secret. He was ableto announce the discovery that those wonderful waves wereobedient to silver filings.

-
Like the lover "of knowledgetor its own sake, hegave his discovery to the world._ YoungMarconi took it up, and it makes him a rich notabilitywhile Branly remains a modest, hard-working professor inIns beloved Catholic University. This university has suf-fered a great loss within the present year in the deathot 1rofessor de Lapparent—one really of the first physicistsot modern times. He, too, was a layman, hut how trulyCatholic!- The students last year numbered six hundredof whom about one-tenth were in the faculty of theology.

'
Will be Probably Confiscated in 1910.

Iexpressed disappointment at the little improvement
in buildings. Ihad seen such splendid work in that lineat the Catholic University of Fribourg! The Rector sadly
answered me that the property was merely held on lease,and that in 1910, when the lease expired, the Governmentwould probably confiscate it like all the other

'
ecclesias-tical establishments.' Remember, the Government— in fact

no Government ever gave a shilling directly or indirectlytowards tlie foundation or upkeep of this University. Butsimply because it was held in trust for the Church undertbe Archbishop of Paris— was what is technically part oftlie
'

mense'—it is taken, or will be taken, as soon as thepresent lease terminates. And all under the pretencethat as no
'
Association of Worship' exists to administerit, the Government is obliged to find it an owner! Allthis is very sad; and it is but a drop in the bucket ofinstances which depress the Catholic- in passing throughthis once Catholic land.

A Press Congress.
Comingback from Issy,Ifell in witha couple of priestswho,Ifound, were going to a Congress de la bonne presse.It has been in session for a day of two. Iwent to seeand was interested. The editor-in-chief of- the Croix,a layman, was in the chair. The hall was well filled with

priests and laymen and a fair sprinkling of women: Ishould say women who did not idly come to see. Iwasasked to sit'on the chairman's right hand and to open theproceedings with prayer. As Isaid thatIwanted aboveall things to see and hear what they were at, the proceed-
ings began with the item on the programme,.an address of
an entirely practical'scope and tone by a strenuous looking
priest of about 34. He dealt with the use and practice
of the magic lantern inpopular lectures. ■ He was followedby a layman, who confined himself to a report of the work
done in the past year by the magic-lantern wing of theAssociationof the Catholic Press. It is only right to addthat few papers but the Croix are in this association. Notthat the others do not sympathise .with- the. work; hut it is
an organisation which owes its origin and development tothat one paper.

They do Things Differently in Germany.
Ithink this is characteristic of .trench Catholicismto-day; there are ever so many initiativeshere, there,.andeverywhere;,prospering or languishing as the case may be,

but not nearly enough of co-ordinated exertion. Howdifferent all this is from—the in Germany. Tmust, by and by, give you some outline of whatIsaw andenjoyed at the great Catholic Congress of Dusseldorf.
London was dazzling as a mitred spectacle. Dusseldorfthrilledall present with,the powerful current of a master- j

ful Catholic life. The millions were at our back, and nomistake. Everyone knew it. The Emperor knew it aswell as we. He did not fail to send his telegram ofgreeting m his own dramatic fashion, which, of- course,
was read and received with the plaudits of an entirelyloyal people. There is no dream there of constitutionaltampering. But there is a fixed resolve.to use the consti-tution at the ballot box and in Parliament in defence ofequal rights to all citizens. -

.Dread of Politics. ,
. But to return- to this Congress." Iwas sorryIhadto leave early. All knelt to receive.my blessing. Ileft,lull or admiration for the exhaustless

-
zeal and energy ofso many good Catholic men, and of regret that they cannotnndthe remedy for their divisions. "But with so much good

« J luall/anks' xtcan oialy-be amatter of. time.. We maynnd that from the ranks of the rising generation of priests,of ideas, a new social ordei may come about,
lhe older clergy were true to the maxim that wherever thepriest .s duty lay, it could not possibly lay in the region ofpolitics. That had settled into a fixed habit with bothpriests and laity It^is amusing to read of the politicalplottings of the clericals of France.. Why the utter dreadof politics in the French ecclesiastic had reached the fatalpoin"h ,Under the Concordat, indeed, they could not havemeddled in politics. Now they are free, because theycannot be robbed any further, unless of life.

A G-leam of Hope. « ~- ..
But thehabitis too much for them. They willtell youtlmfc what France needs is a go.od:press; this, that, andeverything, m fact, appears to them to be the need. Butthey never will admit that the priest can be of the leastuse m politics. When Iremarked to severalof them thatno priest need or ought to treat of polities' in the Church:but that as a citizen he surely had the common right, andas Dr. Clifford evidently believes in his own case, the dutyas well, to speak of politics and politicians on the commonmeeting ground of fellow-citizens, they could hot hear of itNow the younger men are talking on the magic-lantejai

'
a.very innocuous subject indeed. But whenmencome faceto race at lectures ina hall, they willsoonpass to the"discus-
sion of burning questions, when there areburningquestions.

The.One Thing Necessary.
One remark, however, to conclude: France"can"never

regain her oldCatholic faithuntil she has seriously resolvedto abandonthe lesson which her false 'philosophers' havetaught her. She must learn to become clean in order tobecome once more believing.
A Pleasant Meeting. ~ :--

Writing from Dijon on October 22, the Archbishopsays: Inmy letter of last eveningIsaid that .1 intendedbreaking the journey here at Dijon in order to see myfellow-studentof thirty years ago at the Catholic University
of Paris. Twenty years ago he came to Vichy to see mebut Ihardly expected he would recognise me now unan-nounced. I.put him to the,test, and he flew to embraceme with the oldexclamation, 'Cher Monsieur Delany!' Itwas pleasant to each of us to.feel that in a crowd we shouldhave recognised the old faces.

.One of Pius the Tenth's Bishops... Well, for many reasons this is a pleasant meeting. Inthe first place, Bishop Dadollc is regarded all round as theleading personage amongst the fourteen new bishops whomPius X. gave, and personally consecrated, to the FrenchChurch as soon as the abolitionof the Concordat had un-tied his hands. And the new men- count for most. Thesenior members of tlie Hierarchy were, many of them, al-ready far advanced in years, and the sudden plunge 'intowholly inexperienced conditions weighed..upon many withfataldepression. They have borne the burden with Chris-tian resignation,but it has shortened their lives.
Bishop Dadolle's Hopeful Views.

Tlie new men werecarefully chosen, and it is clear thatthey face the future with renewed spirits. As a.comple-ment, then, to whatIwrote you last evening— and it istrue in all details—lwill give .you the substance of Dr.Dadolle's replies to my various queries. Ithink this willbe of permanent interest.
-1. Since the rupture with the Church it is a safeestimate to place the accession to the ranks of earnestworshippers at twenty-five per cent.
2. Twenty years ago there' were hardly any evidences

amongst young men of an organised courageous effort indefence of religion. To-day the. Young Men's Societies
are marvellously flourishing. In this city of Dijon quite
lately two thousand members of the Catholic Young Men'sSocieties of the diocese assembled in Congress and took
everyoneby surprise,, not merely by their numbers; but stilimore by the uncompromisingly religious spirit they dis-played.

-
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■'Begin the New Year right1* Commence using 'HondaiLanka' Pure Ceylon Tea
—

delicious and most economical.
'Iwish ye weell' A box of Hondai Lanka makes asplendid Christmas greeting. A substantial giftI


