
Thus, the historic Neanderthal skull was deemed by someto belong to some such ape-man. But it is long since under-
'

stood that the peculiar formation of the Neanderthal brain-box was simply due to disease. Twenty years ago Pro-fessor Dubois claimed to have found some dead 'missing
links ' in the wilds of Java.

'
But they have not yet'

materialised.' Darkest Africa has also been made thescene of some alleged discoveries of 'missing links.' Butthe links remain-missing still. And, finally, one or twoyears ago (as stated) the cable announced a living speci-men of the 'missing link '.among a.tribe of blacks in theNorthernTerritory of Australia. Examination and secondthoughts, however, pretty promptly showed that th<S allegedhalf-ape, half-man, was iu form a perfect man, gifted withthe intelligence, the speech, and the other special humanfaculties that make an unbridgeable chasm between thehighest ape and the most .degraded of our fellow-creaturesSome hasty generaliser labelled that fine dark snecimen ofhumanity a missing link '
for no better reason"than thatthe alleged 'link' had a deformedbig toe! A well-knownAmerican humorist liked 'a good looking man'- 'not apretty man,' added he, 'but one who looks well— intothings, one whom you can't phule with a mare's nestunless he sees the old mare on it.' That hasty NorthernTerritory observer did not' look well into things, and dis-covered, not the

'
missing link,' but merely a mare's nest.*

.. '3he mass of Palseontologica.levidence,' says the lateMr. Mivart in his Genesis of Species (n.'129), 'is indeedoverwhelmingly against minute and gradual modification '
of animals andplants, which is demandedby genetic evolu-tion. The gaps that exist in the animal kingdom corre-spond to the gaps that are found throughout allgeologicalhistory, so far as it has been explored. Says Gerard, inIns lhe Old Reddle (pp. 228-9): 'It is this total absenceot graduated series, linking different forms together, thatis thegreat and fundamental difficulty in the way of geneticevolution. Yet this seems seldom to be realised, and itscorns constantly to be assumed that, in order to establishtho genetic continuityot two creatures, no more is requiredthan to discover another standing mere or less betweenthem. Thus, in themost famousof^all instances, how oftendo we hear of

"
the missing link" between man and ape-as though, should a generalised form be disclosed, whichmight be considered a common ancestor, the question ofmans simian [monkey] origin would be finally settled!In the same way, as we have seen, the existence of birdswith reptilian features, is taken by some as conclusiveproof that birds aud reptileshave descended irom one stockJJut what is most imperativelywanted, is nersistently want-ing—namely, some evidence of a series in which one formpasses to another, as ina dissolvingview. Andyet, geneticovolutjonists must suppose such series to have been theuniversal rule throughout the whole course of life on earth.'*

If their theory were true, the earth should be pepperedall over with the various stages of the ane's efforts tobecome a man. But the 'missing links ' are not alonemissing; they are missing just where we should be stumblingover them in myriads. And the true scientist-who doesnot make a theory into a dogma of science— may well sayas did Sir Charles Lyell (Darwin's close friend and ad-imrer) after he had realised all the " bearings of theDarwinian theory: 'I think the old "creation" is almostas much requiredas ever' (Life of Darwin,vol. ii.s p. 193)

SEASONABLE PLEA
..Help, Lord, the poor and suffering,In hamlet and in city;

To all the poor give Patience,--To all the rich give Pity.
—Rev. MatthewRussell, S.J.

BEST GIFTS.
A thousand wishesIwould send,

My thought of you confessing;And all are in < he boonIpray,
The littleChrist-Cbild's blessing.—

Ave Maria.

THE GLEAMS OF HOPE FOR FRANCE
INTERESTING PARTICULARS BY THE ARCH-BISHOP OF HOBART

tit Si* ■ ! t?- 1S n<^w rel)uted one of the leading men ofthe French Hierarchy. How wohfcrfHW oil +i
-

Vseem changed to me! Thirty l^vT^lf I lUgS £ ere
brought clfanges of nosmallSoSStyt-Tanl tncnour own angle of vision widens out as^SSsWwS.experiences. But here the■onan^aro%«tounusual. And as you will readily anticipate- the'channelthat engage,my attentionhave to do with'relL'ion. -

Increase of Practical Piety *

fa this church fresh worship""L ££{„£%££&total number who came this morning to this 6ieSarisht\lf~?"stJ"° f^c]led»ever,d h"*-eds. And°'ol cmrrseit was but an ordinary week dav tk«;", „ . u .e;
devotion whatever on tl^day' "aVeLhScelebrated at the altar in which the tabernacle stands asurprismgly large number communicated. Icelebratednoot?! f^mySel/- Alld althou^ naturallySn e5pect that women show up more numerously than men stillWl^sSkin^ «-** PW"^ -rsLi^ers>

A Most Serious Symptom.
i„ +ilet th+G "gSf^* r°mains uncontested thatCJemenccauis the master; that in short there is no aweciablecw"in the political situation. Bye-elections hi England Wbeen going dead against a party.which scored a"hU atthe general elections as tbe Clemencau-Briand Party t thtcountry. Yet here the bye elections indicate no rialchange m public opinion. The victims of the opwessfve
regime themselves seem to despair of safety from the electoral urns now or hereafter And +],;« ,-„ +„

"
�- ,.iGC

a most unfortunate frame' of mind and a mostsymptom For the hardships inf]ctedin the namlandby the authority of Parliament are almost beyod endrnance even for a people loss emotional and lLs iraLib^than the French. And if the victims come to loL Winthe one means of redress which a Parliamentary regimeaffords what remains to them but a wistful yearninlSoput it the mildest-after some extraordinary deveWmentspelling rum for the power that grinds them down soremorsdodyP And then unhappily a third party-theparty of monarchical ambitions, the Duke of Orleans' insatiate camp-followers, utterly regardless of the haTdshps'they precipitate on defenceless priests, and yet more de-fenceless children given over to a system of educationwhich has become increasingly an atheisticpropaganda^ fathe ready flames of anti-governmentism ii'to the peHlotfifires of anti-republicanism. This puts Catholics hrboawholly wrong and a wholly inconsistent position. It £a wroii§ position, because, as Leo XIII. was at oains toinsist inseason and but of season, and as Catholic theolog?always implied is not inconsistent WithCatholicism. A-good Catholic maybe an equally enthusi-astic Republican. And th^y sin against consisLicy, be-cause as Catholics they havf been all"along in strong con-demnation of the great Revolution, and that, too forbeing a revolution. Now, no one can deny that themonarchists at supplanting the form of governmentwhich actually, and for thirty odd years holds the fieldand which came into existence through no renublican vio-lence whatever It is all a sad additional illustration ofmen losmg faith m constitutionalmeasures, and in sheerdesperationsuffering themselves to be carried along againstboth their interest and. their proper nrincinles by self-appointed guides more astute and selfish than those theyseduce. - ""^j

College of St. Sulpice.
n uHeVVc? a

re,:'--n '*?ie' mi-dst of 1,1li»s. Tlie fine bidCollege of St. Sulpice, in whichIlived happy days, staresme to-day in sulky^emptiness. Indeed, Idare not enterits gates. It is black and neglected by the Governmentwhich has forcibly taken it over. Meanwhile, the former
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I .tJ5 ® ¥" d *ae auld Grannie.' Ladies appreciate a boxI ot HondaiLanka as a Christmas present.

'
It's selling well, because it's satisfying well.' HondaJ iLanka Tea. represents « the most for the money.'

"uuaai


