
The children who made their First Communion onSunday week at St.Mary's Church,Manchester street, wereentertained in the schoolroomat breakfast, which was pro-videdby the ladies of the congregation,, and were attendedby the Sisters of Mercy. .
The Rev. Father James Gilbert, a native of Wesfcland,lately ordained for the diocese by bis Eminence Cardinal

Mprari, is expected to arrive shortly, and is to be locatedin the Ahaura district. ' '.'" r

Continuing his series of discourses in the Cathedral
on

'
The Church of our forefathers,' his Lordship theBishop -on Sunday evening treated of the -Anglo-Saxontimes, when the Church was in communion with Rome,

proving from historical records that as a riatiq.ll the origin
of British Christianity .was due to the Popes.

The annual retreat of the Sisters of Mercy, which isbeing conducted by.the Very Rev. Father Bannin, C.SS.R ,
commenced at St. Mary's' Convent, Colombo street North,
on last Friday evening. * The Rev. Father McGrath,C.SS.R., is engaged conducting a retreat at Mount Magdala.

Members of the executive committee of the St. Pat-
rick's Day celebration, whose particular object is to aid
the funds of the institution,, met on;-last Tuesday evening
at Nazareth House to arrange necessary details in coir
nection with, the foundation stone ceremonial of the newbuilding on the afternoon of January 17. His LordshiD
the Bishop presided, and various suggestions were.advancedand action taken in matters requiring immediate atten-tion.

A social evening was given on last Tuesday by theChristchurch Catholic Club, for which a large number ofinvitations were issued. His Lordship the Bishop and Rev.
Father Moloney, S.M., were present. The president, Mr.
J. R. Hayward, presided. Songs were contributedby the
Rev. Father Moloney, Messrs. Schwartz, Beveridge, andJ; R. Hayward, and Mr. R. McNamara recited. In fur-therance of the object of the gathering, the president out-lined the special purposes of the club, and formulated amotion to the effect that 'all present pledge themselves tojoin and promote by all possible means the interests of theChristchurch Catholic Club.' His Lordship the Bishop
supported the motion, and gave an address endorsing thopresident's remarks, showing the position the club shouldreally occupy in regard to Catholic young men. Afterrefreshments, there was-an oratorical competition for tho
Federated Catholic Young Men's Societies' dinloma, hiwhich there were four contestants. Messrs. J." R. .Hay-ward and Eric Harper acted as judges, with his Lordship
the Bishop as supervisor. - Mr. J. McNamara ('Henry
Grattan '), with 70 points out of a nossible 100, wasadjudged the winner; Mr. P. McNamara ('RobertEmmet ') Avas awarded 68 points, and Mr. D. Dennehy
('William Pitt') 64, and Mr. 11. Salmon ('Richard Sed-don ') 62.

DIOCESE OF AUCKLAND
(By Telegraph from our own correspondent.). . ' December 21.

His Lordship the Bishop is expected to return hiFebruary next.
A now presbytery will soon be erected at Taumarunuifor Rev. Father Molloy. The parish is fast growing intoa position of importance.
The sad news of the death of Mr, Molloy, father ofthe Rev. Father Molloy, of Taumarunui,has been receivedfrom Ireland. Father Molloy has received a number ofmessages of condolence from various parts of the diocese

Two oldparishionersof St.Patrick's— MesdamesKavanagli
and Clarke

—
passed away a few days ago. Both were well

known at the' Cathedral, where for many years they had
regularly attended. Both have left sons and daughters
to mourn the loss of good, pious, .xnd exemplarv motherswho wete devoid to God and Holy Church.. R.1.-P.

Rev. Mother Aquinas, of Sisters of Mercy, Auckland,
who was accompanied by Sister Felicitas, returned yester-day by the Manuka from Australia, where she had been
on business connected with her community. The Right
Rev. Monsignor O'Haran, who hadbeen most kind to themin Sydney, came down to the steamer to see themoff.

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament took place afc
Sfc. Benedict's yesterday, commencing after last Mass, and
continuing through the afternoonuntilVespers. Thehand-
some altar Avas. beautifully decorated, and looked went
amidst a profusion of lighted candles. The Sisters of St
Joseph are to be complimented for their great taste- and
zeal. Large numbers of '_tho faithful visited the Blessed
Sacrament during hours of exposition.'

Mr. W. Cleland, formerly a.London solicitor, died"at
Mater Misericordiae Hospital 3Testorday. He had been

.ailing for many years, during most of which period liehad been,at the Mater Hospital under the Sisters' care, towhom he often expressedhis gratitude. He was a devoutcatholic, and a patriotic Irishman. He \ loved Ireland!P^nJl te
w y' and wap ell «*H*i"*ed «iih the late Mr.a?Home." I*l'.p" acq^aiuted *s wel1

"
"tk other.leaders

The results obtained hy the pupils of St. Joseph's-Cbn-Tn^Viln Tecent -l"*°i\Vol\ege musical,examinations(practical) are as follow:— Advanced senior (pass)-CecilyDouglas, U, senior honors), Eileen Jenkins^ 87; interVSmfth 4 U Ŝ>' M^. Un' (nrst-class pass ;NoraSmith, S3:; -Banny McGettigan, 77■- Ella Charlton, 76.r£*£~£ lTt aS>%gaS^V E;Cooney/ 78; K. .Draffin, .75(pass); A, Shaw, 72; M. Alexander, 71; Dorothy King,/0. Primary-Fn-st-class pass, Irene McLaren, 92; Kath-leen-Bowen, 90; Irene Sheehan, 85; Millie Keogh, 81 Theexaminations, were conducted by Dr. E. Thomas, who ex-pressed himself as well pleased with the standard ofcmciency attained.
Father Ormond, lecently ordained at Propaganda Col-lege, Roma, for this diocese, arrived here, yesterday fromAustralia He was met on arrival by his nareiits andother relatives and by many friends, and accorded a mosthearty welcome. He celebrated IVIass shortly after a,-rival in the Chanel 'of- St.Patrick's Convent, Hobsonstreet,at- which his father, motherland si-Acts werepresent; ala>

Rev. Mother Aquinas, several Sisters of Mercy; and a fowfriends. During the afternoon he called on the VerfRev.Dean Gillan V.G., who kindly gave himpermission.toremain for a while with his parents,before commencing hismissionary labors. On Tuesday evening Father Ormondwill be accorded a welcome by his many friends in theHibernian Hall. -
On Thursday evening, in St. Patrick's Convent SchoolMobson street, on the occasion of the anniversary of theRev. Father Murphy's ordination, the Children of Marythrough the Rev. Father Meagher, presented him with

'
abeautiful and costly alb. An address in the form of- -apoem was road by Miss Kathleen Owens. Rev. FatherMurphy, in reply, tbaukod the donors for tlic-'r haudsonwanduseful present, which as often as lie wore it in celebrat-

ing Holy Mass he would pray for them. The following
programme was given:—Pianoforte solos, Misses M.Shoa*sanV.?"5 anV.?" owcns> Bnd Denz; songs, Misses C. McKenna andN. Hist; recitation, Miss M. Sheahan; vocal duet, MisseaE. aiillor and M. Sheahan: .-horns, 'Manv lianpy retun sof the day,' the Children of Mary.

Nelson

(From an occasional correspondent.)
December 11.

It is with sincere regret Ihave to record the :deathof Sister Mary St. Sylvia, of the Order of Our Lady ofMissions, which took place at the convent, -Nelson onNovember 26, after a long and painful illness. Her losswill be keenly felt, particularly by the children, withwhom she was a general favorite, and all of whom followedher remains to their last resting place in the Wakapuaka
cemetery.— R.l.P.

Last.Tuesday night, a rather amusing incident"occur-red while the nuns, of the -convent were celebrating tliofeast of the Immaculate Conception. They had brilliantlyilluminated the whole building for the. bcoas'iojii especiallythe large statue of Our Lady in the front of .the building.The illuminations, as observed from the town through thotrees, appeared as if the convent was on fire.. TJnder thisimpression somebody sounded an alarm. Soon all thebells in the town were going, and the brigade turned out
in force. They proceeded to. the convent followed Vy
police and a large-number of people. ' WhOn they arrivedin- front of the building, breathless from tlioir exertionsthey could only--gaze in wonder at the scene; The illumi-nations were,successfully carried out by Mr. H, A. Hobhs.

On Monday last St. Mary's'Hall was packed by abwnr-four hundred children and a large number of adults, when
a. lecture illustrated hy lantern views.was given by Mr.C. Y. Fell,, who recenily returned froirr a trip to Europe!
A.beautiful series of views, taken by himself,, of variousplaces of interest observed on his tour, were presented uothe audience by one.of Hughesj powerfulbiunial lanternsowned and operated^ by Mr. H. A. Hobbs. The viewscomprised scenes on board ship, voyage round Cape Hornand up the coast of America, from thence to Lisbon, Lon-don, and Norfolk. From this beautiful part"of England
they hurried throughNormandy, Brittany,Paris, Florence,and Naples, where they boarded ship for New Zealand!The audience were kept highly interested right through
the- proceedings. At the conclusion Rev. Father Clancy
thanked Mr.Fell for tho lecture on behalf of the audience
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