
ANSWER TO CORRESPONDENT
J. W. P.— That is the correct price for Catholic Encyclopedia

in three-quarter morocco. A very good but very much
cheaper binding, in buckram, is supplied by the publishers,
and we recommend it to all to whom a difference of manypounds in the total cost of the fifteen volumes is a con-
sideration. (2) The agreement duly signed and witnessed
is binding in law, and is not, we think, annulled by notice
previous to delivery. See book notice in this issue.
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OUR HIBERNIANS-A MISCONCEPTION

fATHOLICS have one precious privilege which, per-haps, they do not at all times appreciate. Outsidethe pale of our faith there are to be found asurprising number of persons who, with tinted
spectacles and magnifying glasses, search theChurch of Rome for sores as industriously as the
prospector sifts the earth for gold or diamonds, andwho devote so much time to this interestingpursuitthat they commonly forget to look to the spiritual

households to which they owe real or nominal allegiance. Someof our well-meaning volunteer critics have lately been losingtheir rest— quite needlessly— over the Hibernian-Australasian Bene&-fit Society. A suggestion was made to establish a branch ofthis splendid organisation in a Southland district- The sugges-tion elicited from an anxious brother of another faith an expres-
sion of surprise that this Society should be tolerated by theCatholic clergy of New Zealand, seeing that (according to him)a practically identical organisation (or one with which theHibernians of this Dominion are affiliated) lies under the banof the Church or clergy in Scotland and in the United StatesThe evidence of this latter statement, as regards Scotland, isfurnished (i) by a circular letter of the Scottish Bishops, datedJuly 14. 1907, and having reference to the Ancient Order ofHibernians. Of. the which, more anon. (2) As regards theUnited States, our anxious Protestant friend supplies a state-ment-also in reference, to the Ancient Order of Hibernians-which is said to be taken from the Toronto Sentinel (Canada).Of the which, likewise, more will appear in due course.*

1. At the outset, we may remark (a) that neither of thestatements, alleged above, directly affects the Hibernian-Australasian Catholic Benefit Society, which is a separate; inde-pendent, self-contained'organisation; (b) that this admirableassociation extends throughout the Commonwealth of Australiaand the Dominionof New Zealand; (c) that there are nobranches

of the Ancient.Order of Hibernians in any part of Australasia;
(d) that the Hibernian-Australasian Catholic Benefit Society isnot, and has never been, affiliated with the Ancient Order ofHibernians in Scotland; and (c) that, for the past three years
or so, it has been affiliated with the Ancient Order of Hiberniansin the United States. We are at present unable to say whether
there is or is not any connection between the Ancient Order ofHibernians in the United States . and Scotland. And now a
word as- to the Ancient Order of Hibernians. (a) It is incor-
rect to describe it simply and without qualification as

'
a con-

demned society 'in the Catholic meaning of that term. For,
in the first place, the ends and aims of the society, as set forth
in their rules and constitutions, are of the most praiseworthykind, and represent the high-water mark of a truly Christianbenefit organisation. In the second place, the overwhelming
majority of the branches and members of the Ancient Order ofHibernians are in close touch and friendly relations with theChurch (as, for instance, in Ireland and America). In thethird place, the only sections of the organisation of that namethat came even into momentary conflict with the ecclesiasticalauthorities were a few branches in Scotland as far back as1882. And in their case, the. trouble arose, not over the aimsand objects of the association, but over abuses of a purely locafand temporary character. For these abuses they, and theyalone, were condemned by the Holy See on December 14 1882Jhis condemnation carried with it no disapproval of the objectsof the organisation; it was purely and solely a penalty ofspiritual deprivation for given abuses which had, in time grownas excrescences on an otherwise excellent organisation Thejudgment of the Holy See was a rule of local discipline, arisingout of a local case, for Scotland. It had no application to themembers of the Order elsewhere. Moreover, the Ancient Orderof Hibernians in Scotland seems to have soon outgrown the par-ticular abuses which led to its condemnation there, and the judg-ment against them seems to have fallen into desuetude. Thatcircumstance, however, did not delete the writing against them;ami so much was, in effect, intimated by the Scottish Bishops ina joint letter bearing date July 14, ,907. Their Lordships held,inaccordance with the canons, that the judgment should be deemedobe ,n force until revoked. In the meantime they submittedho position of the organisation to the Holy See for instructions,
but they nowhere in their letter, or in any later pronouncement
in connection with the case, intimated any objection to thesociety as it is now, or suggested that the grounds of con-demnation-winch existed in lSS2 are to be found in the organi-
of To £I°% '^,hQVe "Ot ICaniCd thC dGtails ° f the "«»Sof the Holy See ,n the matter; but we may state that the procecdings of the various branches of the Ancient Order of Hibern-ians now fIU a large part of the news columns of the two greatorgans of Catholic opinion in Scotland, the Glasgow Observerand the Catlrolic Heralt. of Edinburgh. And, finally, we mayremark tl ttl who|c „of J'of this or that assoc.at.on of Catholics is the Church's own in-ternal and domestic affair, and that she is perfectly capable ofmanagmg it without aid Or counsel from friends outside her

*

permit a funeral service in his church because a lodse of theAncient Order of Hibernians 'had been invited to a tend
"

ftathis alleged reason for suth refusal was this: that he was toldsome unstated things (which he believed to be 'facts') by some

marked by crime, and even blood, though not in any deg-ee
th

Oe7a
ie i6i6 tO ° f the UlSt6r °^ ni-tion. A numbef other leaders were convicted and executed in ,876-7, and th'society was then broken up.) The Sentinel storj further" />"ittd Phil»fP hia P"** with having stated^ha heItnutted the unstated things aforesaid (which he regards „facts') to Archbishop Ryan of Philadelphia;that the Archbishopdeclared that the alleged 'facts' « would constitute one o thegreatest scandals tfaa Catholic Church had ever known ' andfinally, that the Archbishop prevented the submittal of the before'
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COULTER— GUDGEON.-On October 20, 1908, at S. Col-
omba's Church, Ashhurst, by the Rev. Father O'Beirne,
Harold Oakley Goulter (of Moana, Kaikoura), second son
of Charles Goulter, of Hawkesbury, Marlborough, to Ger-
aldine Mary, eldest daughter of the late John Basil Gudgeon,
and granddaughter of the late Major Cooke, H.E.l.ds.
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MESSAGE OF POPE LEO XIII. TO THE N.Z. TABLET.
PergantDirectoresetScriptoresNeve Zealand Tablet,Apos-tolica Benedictione confortati,Religionis et Justiticß causampromoverepermas Veritatiset Pads,

Die 4Aprilis,1900. LEO XIIL, P.M.
TRANSLATION.— Fortified by the Apostolic Blessing, let theDirectors and Writers of the New ZealandTablet continue topromote the cause ofReligionandJusticeby the -ways of TruthandPeace.

April4,i9oo. LBO xnLt pope%


