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their task completed. Elvira was not dispesed to linger over it,
and was soon on her way to Pine Grove. .

Jonas, who had come to town Saturday afternoon on some
business. of his own, was rather surprised, as he. stood in front*
. of - the railroad station, meditatively " chewing a long" straw,- o
sce Mr. and Mrs. Jenkins alight froms the westbound train,

‘ For ‘peaceable and law-abidin’ citizens, the Jenlkinses is dpiil"
considerable kickin' over the traces lately,’ observed Jonas io -
himself. ‘ First here comes Elviry racin’ home afore her folles -~
expects her, and now her pa and ma descends onto us unlooked
for. . o ..

- “ Howdy, Mis", Jenkins?' he said, as he saantered up lo
» them.  “ Ain't ye a little ahead of time, pullin' in this evening?
The girls wa’n’t 1gokin® for you for the next week or ten days.'

‘ Couldn’t licep her any longer I* sighed Mr. Jenlins. * We
were having a_ fine time among the. old folks, but nothing would
do but she must go home and look after things. - We’ve brought
along Rosy, Brother: *Bijah’s girl; through, to make us a little
visit: and Kkind- of help along,’ He.said_, with a wave of his
hand toward a stout, shy-looiing girl who stood in the back-
ground. o - i

* Guess ye wont find anybody at home,’ ventured Jonas, afier -~
they were all seated in the waggon and driving -toward home,- -
* Mary Ellen, she wenl over to Pine Grove fast Thursday® and
the next day here comes Elviry, Schoothouse over .to Browns-_
ville burned down ; and she lit off over there, too. Guess they'tt
be back the first of the weck,® oS

* There!" ejaculated Mrs. Jenkins, ¢ T-just knew something
would happen.  Those girls never siav at home and -tend 1¢
things if 1 went off, I suppose the place is all covered with
dirt, and the chickens half-starved—and—and ! And Mrs.
Jenkins stopped, appalled at the picture her own imagination .~
had drawn of the probable disorder into which things had fallen, -
as the result of her. having deserted her post of duty. b

* There, there, ma, I guess everything’ll be all right,’ said*
Mr. Jenkins, consolingly, But his wife would not be” comforted °
until they found, as they drove into ihe yard, that at least Old
Speckle and her brood had escaped the general destruction.

The cleanliness and quict which reipned within the house
served still further to mollify her. :

* Well,* she admitted at last, alter she had been in every
room and could see nothing'with which to find fault, ‘it isn't
so very bad, after all. But I'il tever rest till the house jg .
Cleaned from top to Loflem.  P'm feeling better now, and Rosy'll
help me, and "we'll set to work Monday morning, and have it
all done before the girls get home.?

The remonstrance of her husband had no effect upon her,
and finally, concluding that it -would do her less harm to he
busy than to sit still and fret, he let her have her way.

Tuesday evening a merry party of young people stopped at
Mr. Jenkins’s front gate about dusk, and the two girls ran up
the walk. - <

‘ For the land sakes, Elvira, I do believe ma’s come home It
exclaimed Mary Ellen, as they both spied the familiar form by
the side door, giving a parting shake to a rug. * How glad I dm
1 cleaned house before she came.®’ .

‘ You cleaned house, Mary Ellen I’ almost screamed Elvira,

' Well, gils, 1 think it"s about time ¥ou were coming home !’
called their mother, as she " just then caught éight of theni.
* And Dve got the house all cleaned at last P'—The Companion.

The Work of Christian France

>

A writer (M, Havard) in the Paris L¢ Soleil expresses the
view in his publication that the people of France are so essen-
tially Catholic that all efforts to secularize their schools must
prove-without avail,  For centuries (suys M. Havard as quoted
by the New York Fredman) the early training of the children
had been Christian, and almost wholly in the- hands of the relj-
gious Orders, and in executing the anti-clerical policy of the
Cembes Government, which _ajimed .at the wholesale~ de-Cliris-
Mianization ‘of France, the authorilics were well aware that
France could never be Iully de-Cathoii:‘:ized uniess a generation
of children was educated in- godless schools. .

. Consequiently they sat about secularising the public teachings

institutions by doing away with the chief emblem of. Chris-
tianity, the crucifix, -and anything that recalled to mind the
Catholic Church, S

The pcopl_e‘ of France, says M. Havard, in effect, would riot
be true to their essential instincts of civilization if they failed
to realize, on at-least their children’s behalf, the educative value

of religion, in as far as it is ‘the only “influence that can touch
the heart,  Nor-have they failed. ’

It matters not to what -quarter one turns, one sees that
the “schools- of atheism,” as the new institutions are termed,
are being denounced by parents and guardians, and that the

- new independent c!nﬁx:clt-[oungégtiqns dod Orders are “everywhere
- being encouraged to build schools. which shall take the place of
. the old estdblishments. B N e
It s eer(ain, then, says Havard; that the education of the
growing generations of France is to remain Catholic; -and -that
the anti-clerical party sces its¢lf. bealen again, and the’ boasted
de-Christianisation of France postponed sine die.

Of the general attitude of the parenis towards the * schoals
of atheism,” Havard 3ays thac it is incontestably shown by the
fact that since the denuding of the schools _of their religious
emblems and symbols, the péople of France have, -out of their
own paclets, contributed to the founding -of. 16,000 schools in

“which their children shall, as of yore,-be 'taughty the truths of tha
Catholic Faith. - T

’ Though the anti-clerival Faction niust admit itself . beaten,
it is, nevertheless, full of -resources.- It- does- nol shrink even
from’ trdgedy in order to put the erterprising faithful in a false
position. Here is a case in point: S .

" " One bleak night' last winter, the body of an - apparently
murdered infant was found on the doorstep of -one of, the new
Catholic schools in the town of Lille, o R

Immediately the anti-clerical pross and all. the anti-Catholic

“ofliclals were up in arms, at” which they pointed out ds cone
clusive cvidence of the class of women who were employed by
the Catholics to give instruction to’ their children.

It was established afterwards, as “Le Créix demonsirated
beyond refute, thal the infant whichi was newly-born and had
died’ on coming into the world, had been ‘ strangled * after its .
death, and had been placed, by enemies of the female teachers
dn question outside their institution. oot

From that moment on, the draud being so palpable, the
numbiers in the school, far from decreasing, began to increase
‘rapidly. - - -

And so_the Government finds jiself powerless to effect any-.
thing to the detriment of these schools which are
from a legal standpoint, as the churches.

Both the church and the school are as sacred as personal
property, and boiu are increasing in numbers as the time grows,

The atheistic school, on the contrary, says Havard, is prac-
tically denuded. Tt has no influence; it is shunned even by
anti-clerical parents who hdve (héir children’s welfare “at heart.
Its ill success is so apparent, that.one is conscious of a reaction

« against its absolute uselessness in the pages of practical-minded
newspapers  which  are by ‘no mecans well disposed to the
Charch. : -

as inviolable,

Has it come to this, asks Havard, that-the enemy has in
.. very shame to admit his powerlessness? ‘ N
 would seem Like.it.
As  Bainte-Beuve s;ays: *You may chase Catimlicity from
her churches and from your st:a_turtg-bob_ks, yef, if it be-in the
-air, what avails any weapon you bring against it??

13 EVERYTHING BEARING AN EQUAL STRAIN?
h IF NOT, WHY NOT? - .

In almost every Jinstance that lack ‘of energy is die to a
weals and ren-down system——wéalk because thp-Livér‘hand.. Kid-
neys or Bowels are in a sluggish condition, and the whole ehergy

" controlled .and -absorbed by these organs. . ’
Have you ever noticed how much better you can work or
walk or play when you feel quite well ? Yes; and we double the
Tamount of energy and yet feel less- tired. DR. ENSOR'S
TAMER JUICE will assist you and aid Nature in allowing every
nerve and organ to BEAR AN EQUAL STRAIN, assisting the
action of proper digestion and assimilation of foad.
TAMER JUICE goes right to the root of indigestion, con-

stipation; and nervous troubles, and bLrings robust health to ail.

——

HOW TO PAINT.A FOUSE CHEAP
Garrara Paint i e Coore

“retains its_Gloss® and- Lustre” for at least™ fiv
look better in ejght vears than lead and ail
USE CARRARA, the first _cdst” of which is
lead and oil paints, and vour paint bills will
over 5o per cent. -A beautifully-illustrated. hoalklet,
to Paint a House Cheap;”. will-be; forwarded free o
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K. RAMSAY & CO., 19 Vogel street, Dunedin.



