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held in the Town Hall last Wednesday evening. The' contest
was held under the joint auspices of the three literary- societies
of the 'town— St. Columba7 Trinity, and Mutual Improvement
(Presbyterian). The keenest interest in,'the, competition wasaroused in town, and the "twenty-four competitors had' to face a
very large audience. '1he programme was arranged under three
headings— Prepared speeches, recitations, and impromptu sspearkring. Each society had three representatives in the pre-vpared and impromptu speeches,- and two each in the recitations.
Three gold medals' were offered as awards of individual meritfor first places, three silver ones for second place. There wasalso a handsome silver cup to the society securing the greatest
number of points.' The St.-Columba Club was represented inthe set speech by Messrs. E. Casey (Napoleon Bonaparte), A.O'Donoghue- (Oliver Goldsmith), and T. M% Heffernan (Robert
Emmet);in the recitations by Messrs. Er Casey and P. SnYyth;
and in impromptu speeches by Messrs. E. Casey, P. C. Heaphy,'
and W. H. Duffy. To secure strict impartiality the committeeselected judges outside of Greymouth, and were fortunate insecuring two such able gentlemen as Rev. Mr. Rice (of Ross)
and Mr. H. L. Michel (Mayor of Hokitika), whilst the Mayorof Greymouth (Mr. T. E. Coatcs) occupied the chair. Thejudges awarded first place in the set speech to Mr T MHeffernan (Robert Emmet). The judges, in announcing theresult, congratulated the winner on his fine speech, distinct articu-lalion, and excellent modulation. "

The win was very popular the
winner receiving great applause from the audience. Mi ECasey (Napoleon Bonaparte) secured second place. In the im-promptu speeches Mr. E. Casey was easily first, his fine speech
winningrounds of applause from the audience. Our representa-tives were not placed in tha recitations. The points gained bythe various clubs for ths Challenge Cup were as follow

—
St. Columba Club 10, Trinity H, Mutual Improvement * Oi-rrepresentatives secured two gold medals andone silver onr HisWoiship the Mayor then presented the cup to Mr. E Casev(pitsident of St. Columba Club), after which Mr. Coates (Mayor')
invited the judges, contestants, and officials to supper at th-Victoria Tea Rooms, where a pleasant hour was spent. Mr'E. Casey proposed a heaity vote of thanks to the Mayor, whichwas carried with acclamation. Thus ended a most successful

The d.stribution of Dominion Medals to the pupils of theConvent and Marist Brothers' schools took place in*the Conventgrounds on Friday afternoon (says the Greymouth Evening Star)His Lordship Right Rev. Dr. Grimes, who had kindly consentedto preside at the distribution, addressed the children in a fewwell-chosen words.
'

They had all assembled there,' he saidto commemorate the day on which New Zealand had been pro-Ua.p,,d "Dominion, and ,0 show their loyalty to their dear nativeland. They should all love New Zealand-God's own country-,and should strive to be patriotic and devoted subjects. Th-Church had always taught her children to respect civil authority"because all authority -is from God. Before distributing Somedals, he would ask the- children to keep them not for theirintrinsic worth, but for what they symbolised, namely, the pro-c.amat.on of New Zealand as a dominion.' The flag was hoistedand he children sang the National Anthem. His Lordship thend,stnbutcd the medals, and each of the children was also pre-sented with a bag of lollies, which were generously supplied bythe Borough Council. The pleasant little ceremony terminatedby the boys giving three ringing cheers for the Dominion andthree more for his Lordship the#Bishop.

(From our own correspondent.)
October 4.Rev. Father Kimbell, S.M., preached a retreat to the Con-

vent boarders during the past week.
Miss Mary Dunne, of Timaru, was received into the Orderof ihe Sacred Heart at their convent, Island Bay, Wellington, onSeptember 24 by the Yen. Archdeacon Dcvoy.
Rev. Father Tubman's envelope scheme for swelling the totalof the new church fund has met with a great success. The

amount from the envelopes so far is close on The ap-pearance of the old church has been altered xery much by the ironroof, which now covers the sliing c.

<
The Marist Brothers' pupils gave a most successful concert" n the Iheaire Royal .ecently, the lengthy and well-preparedprogramme speaking volumes for the attention and training givenby the Brothers under their capable director, Brother Egbert

Phe principal item of the evening was a little drama entitledbt Aloysius Gonzaga,' the characters being well taken byMasters M O'Meeghan, T. McGrath, L. Kane, W. JDarcy, andanother. Masters* O'Meeghan, McGrath. and Brosnahan rendcred acceptable songs, and Mastei Neeson got a great receptionfor h,s humorous recitations. As usual, the drill was excelled
£ her t

e,,reTi- Mr" Mang° S hdPed CVer>thi"g a'oniby hei tastefully-played accompaniments.

snirir"if'Pf?gW?sivo agG' which Prsde* itself upon its utilitarian
'

aCrfV Sl° SCe that ° Ur Catholic s6hools can keepatoast of the times. About six months ago our local Convent ■'Primary School opened a workroom in which the girls are taugh
'

dressmakingunder the directionof efficient teachers. The2:
have been kept busy since the inauguration/ thanks to the kut *'
interest shown by ladies in the district*, who have found-SeTrorders carried out in a highly satisfactory manner. The ain^ Ito safeguard the faith and innocence of our Catholic g!rls whocan thus pass from the school to the workroom an! clrnlootr M

l
r
"^ Salari6S aS are offer?d m-the Mde W

"

rooms. Mr. Gow's recent report contains the following «2 ■graph:-'A very good feature is the means taken TpreLe" 'the senior girls for domestic duties, laundry work,-needlework -
dressmaking, and cooking finding a place in the school cours

''
Greymouth

(Fronf Our Own Correspondent.)
t. " October 2.It is with pleasure that.l record the success of the StColumba Cub. representatives in the elocutionary competition

NEW ZEALAND TABLET Thursday, October 8,1908
president (Mr. D. Edmonds, jun.) occupied the chair.

'
Ths

annual report and balance sheet were presented by the secretary
(Mr". J. Ainger), and adopted. 'The auditors in an appended
report complimented the secretary on the excellent manner in
which the books and accounts of the club had been kept by him.
An animated discussion ensued on the prospects of the club.
The balance sheet revealed a satisfactory working condition and
financial position, the figures showing the total receipts to
have been 3s 6d, expenditure 6s nd, cash in hand
£13 16s 7d, deficit on profit and loss account £38 2s; assets
over liabilities, .£lO3 18s nd. Sir George Clifford retains the
position of patron, and the Rev. Dr. Kennedy has been appointed
spiritual director. The election of,officers for the ensuing year
proved an example of unanimity to such an extent that 'in no
single instance was there a contest. The following is the
result :— President, Mr. J. R^ Hayward; vice-presidents—Messrs.
G. Dobbs, E. T. Harper, and T. Adams; treasurer, Mr. W.
Hayward, jun.;secretary, Mr. J. Ainger assistant secretary,
Mr. Harold Salmon;executive committee, Messrs. P. McN*amara,
M. O'Reilly, J. McNamara, R. Beveridge, and T. O'Connellljun.; trustees, Messrs. J. R. Hayward, A. Mead, and M.'O'Reilly; auditors, Messrs. Eiic Harper and D. Edmonds, jun.;librarian, Mr. E. O'Connor. On the motion of Mr. G. Dobbs, a
bonus was voted to the secretary for past valued services, and
on the motion of Mr. J R. Hayward a hearty vote of thanks
was accorded to the retiring president, other officers, and mem-
bers of executive committee.- The retiring president, in acknow-ledging the compliment, gave some useful hints as to conservingthe interests and extending the influence of the club. A pro-posal in the direction of appointing a house committee wasdelegated to the incoming committee.
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-
Messrs. B. Peterson and Co., manufacturing jewellers and, silversmiths, ChristchurcK, have a. very" superior and high' classstock of goods, from^hich patrons.can make;a-

selection ofarticles suitable .for presentation. .This old-established 'firm canbe relied upon to give every satisfaction- to clierits, as all goods.are of the best quality and workmanship'-aWup---to ddte>'in every-respect.:.. ' '
...'■»:
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scrJ Th
' DentiStS> O<*agOn> Corner ° f Georgestreet They guarantee the highest class of work at moderate

act' of h" artlfi<;ial tGeth giVB 'gCneral «*Waction, and thefact of them supplying a temporary denture while the gums areheahng does away with, the inconvenience _of being
"
monthswithout teeth. -They manufacture^ single artificial for"Ten Shillings, and sets equally moderate. The administration ofnitrous oxide gas is. also a great boon to those needing theextraction of a t00th....

'

GEO. T. WHITENOVELTIES AT LOWEST PRICES.
Importer,- Watchmaker, Manufacturing Jeweller, Medallist, &c.COLOMBO STREET, CHRISTCHURCH.. LAMBTON QUAY, WELLINGTON. Established 1875


