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N an address at Chelsea (Massachusetts) in 1885,

Russell Lowell said:
"

There is a choice in books
as in friends, and the mind sinks or rises to the-
level of its habitual society— is subdued, as-Shake-speare saysof the dyer's hand, to what it works in.'In this well-known truth of human experience lies,
especially for the young, the p&il-of the more or
less erotic books that are being imported in great
numbers into these countries.

'
Mr. Dooley ' saysthat a considerable number of the books that come tumbling outof the world's presses are J,he work of

" thin, peevish men
'

thatare 'always gettin' licked.' It is this class that seems to belargely responsible at the present time foV the flood of suggestive
and unwholesome literature that is such a menace to the moralsof the rising generation. "

The authors of this malodorouslilerar> waste— mostly womenby_ the way—have none of the -qualities that would gain thema hearing by legitimate methods. They are of the class that arealways gettin' licked' in the struggle' for literary survival-oome of the unfit drop out of competition;some continue theunequal struggle and starve more"or less decently; others resortto unworthy devices to win a passing notoriety and the dishonoredshekels that come of it. Among this class, some achieve theirend by the method which enables a small man to step for amoment -into the limelight by attacking a great man-or a greatorganisation. Thus, the soi-disant 'Roman Catholic' McCarthycontrived to turn into chinking coins of the realm sundry agglome-
ratesof slipshod and semi-illiterateprinted stuff, the sole merit ofwhich, to the class of readers to whom he appealed, was hisrough and calumnious attacks upon the Catholic priesthood and

'
the Catholic people of Ireland. A similar remark applies .0the preposterous,

'
penny-dreadful ' sort of No-Popery romancewith which the Rev. Joseph Hocking doses the same class- ofreaders, as Mrs. Squeers dosed the boys of Dotheboy's Hall withmeasures of brimstone and treacle. Another class of the peoplethat are always gettin' licked

'
strain .to secure readers byappealing to still baser passions than those of religious or racialanimos.ty. From all that we have been able to learn, theneurotic, erotic, tommyrot-ic '- printed stuff which they inflict" upon the world sufficiently reveals the inability of the authors toachieve success along honorable and legitimate lines of literarywork; On October 6,.at Christchurch, Mr.-Bishop, SU .fnfining sundry, booksellers and booksellers' assistants for vending.such pernicious-stuff, made a remark which may be aptly quoted

in this connection:< The books were of varying .degrees of im-morality, but-immorality was present in each, and it could notbe gainsaid that if,the immorality were taken out nothing else:was left to induce any-rcader to give the books a " secondthought. *
In giving his decision, Mr. Bishop quoted the following froma judgment by Chief Justice Cockburn: "

A great many publi-cations of high repute as literary- productions in this country hav-a tendency which is immodestand Immoral, and might have beensubject matter for indictment. But it is not to be said that
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Leo XIII., P,M.
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THEBOOK PROSECUTIONS

MARRIAGE
CASEY-KELLY.-On August 20, at the Cathoiic ChurchKtfgge7'Father Dwver,of Hawera, fistedbySevl3^&&fi&XJSX£gg> sonofMr- c-c^*uhiki>

DEATHS

v September28,1908, atDannevirke,WinifredJearf-SFp ' ° f JameSNeagW'i°n
'

S iSS27
GOER.— On September 26. at the Dunedin HosniKlThomas, son of the late John Corr, of Westpor "and M TEa^st^n, of Wellington; aged 23 years. Deeply regretted.—
LACY.— Of yourcharitynray for thesoul of Mrs'MargaretSSSSCJ'V^f?rOf the* at\EdmondLacy, whodied ather residenceFortorthHouse.Bansha, County TipperarvIreland on Ton,,"29 1908;aged 79 years.-RI.pf wTbeseechIte .C bFbss3ofife Mos
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PatnCk' fc° interC6de f°rhe^before the throne

Wanga
Snuifdby h6r l0"g S° n>J'Sarsfield W, Mangamahu,

Americanpapers please copy.
INMEMORIAM

rJ^iig^s&ftaszstg.Annio Broamn

EDITOR'S NOTICES.
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WHILE IT IS FRESH\ Stale reports willnotbe

Communications should reach this Office BY TllßcnAwMORNING. Only the briefest para^phlLve a fh^of insertionif receivedby Tuesda^night's mails
ADDRESS matter intended for publication 'Editor, TabletDunedm,' andnotby nametoany member of the Staff

'
ANONYMOUS COMMUNICATIONS, are thrown into' thewastepaper basket. m*° me
Write legibly,ESPECIALLY NAMES of persons and placesEeports of MARRIAGES and DEATHS are not selected orcompiledat th» Office. To secure insertion theymust beUIStLl7 TV°C^ .ac.

ac!ntor
v

co^spondent,^r by theclergyman of .the district, or by some subscriber whosehanawntmg-is wellknown atthis Office. SuchreportsmSin every case be accompanied by the customary d'ath ormarriage announcement, for which a charge of 2s. 6d.Is
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AUSTRALIAN CATHOLIC- TRUTH SOCIETY
Tjl.OR the Dissemination of Catholic Truth and the Defence of
t .. x-

oly,c,. fcJl> 6+6+ Penny Pamphlets on most Interesting andInstructive Subjects-have already been issued.
An Australian Catholic Prayer Book has been compiled, a.id ,can now be procured:Inboards, 3d; leather, is-3d; leather withtpistles and Gospels of Sundays and Feasts, is 6d:and beauti-fully bound Morocco, 3s 6d.
Subscription, 5s per annum, entitling to all the Penny Publi-cations issued^during the year. ** - .
Life Members, 35.
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REV. J. NORRIS,
Secretary,

312 Lonsdale Street, Melbourne.

\\TANTED, Middle-aged Person, with no encumbrances (fair
needlewoman), to Assist Light Household Duties with

first-class Catholic family, Wellington; member of Sacred Heart
Association preferred; reference from parish priest indispensable.
Write in first place to

'H.,' care of Tablet Office.

ROSSBOTHAM'S COMMERCIAL COLLEGE.
Established 1892.

Principal: T. J Rossbolham, I.P.S. (honors), the only teacherholding the I.P.S. teacher's certificate in Otago.
49 DOWLING STREET, DUNEDIN.

Telephone 736.
We Teach Shorthand, Typing, Book-keeping, Accountancy, Etc.individual Tuition. Term commences at any time.The most successful Commercial College in Dunedin ourpupis obtaining the highest position as shorthand and typists inall the leading offices in Dunedin. <-yy^^


