
day, do you think onebetter fitted to be the directing^
the inspiring, the guiding force of this great institution
could be found? In a word, is there one better -fittedthan is Pius X. to be the ideal Pontiff of the twentieth
century?

--
SOME OF HIS WORK.

The historian of the present Pontificate will cer-
tainly dwell with emphasis on the following. great
features of the great programme:—: —

To restore all thing's in Christ,-, which Pius X.
gave as the motto ,of his -reign in the first encyclical
he addressed to the world:

1. The reformation of sacred music, by restoring'
the Gregorian chant to the purity of its golden age
and by banishing theatrical music from the house of
God.

2. The apostolic visitation of Rome andall the dio"
ceses of Italy,by which numerousabuses wereremoved
and a new spirit of zeal and fervor infused into both
clergy and laity. .

3. The reformation of ecclesiastical education— (a)by ordaining that candidates for the -priesthood must
study theology four years and philosophy for three-
years, and (b) by abolishing in Italy the small and
anaemic seminaries and gathering the students into
flourishing district seminaries, where they have the
advantage of goodprofessorsand are at the same timeable to follow the generalcourses leading to the gov-
ernmental universities.'

4. The reformation of catechetical instruction inthe parishes— a measure very necessary in many coun-tries, and not least of all throughout a large part of
Italy.

5. The formation of the Biblical Commission.'
6. The condemnation of the heresy of modernism,and the vigorous means adopted for putting an endto it.
7. The promulgation of a new and universal codeof laws, the first attempt ever made to give completeunity in ecclesiastical legislation. (The first fruit ofthis codification of the Church's laws was the.decreeof August 2, 1907, on" espousals and marriage.)
8. To this fine record we may add the great 1908reform of the Vatican Congregations (or Departmentsthrough which the business of the Universal Church

is conducted). In June, 1908, the Pope,by an Apos-tolic Constitution, decreed the reorganisation of theseCongregations. Some of the minor Congregations
were abolished and their work divided' among theothers; other Congregations were reorganised; a newCongregation was established dealing with the dis-ciplinary side of the Sacraments (Matrimony in its
various aspects included), theb dogmatic side remain-
ing as heretofore, under the direction of the HolyOffice, of which the Pope will continue to be, ex officiothePrefect;and (among otheruseful reforms) abody ofexperts in Canon law was retained for the gratu-
itous service of the poor. On this wise and benefi-cent the London Times made the following'in-teresting comment in the,course of a leading article inJuly :— 1hough the Papal legislation will excite deepinterest amongst large classes of thoughtful -menthroughout the world who have little or no sympathy
ri f \udO?r[n\ Or the dis^pHne of the RomanChurch, the days have long passed away when suchan exercise of the Pope's prerogative could stir thesurface of English political life. Certain ultra-Pro-testant societies may still assemble their faithful adhe-rents to denounce this fresh instance of "Paoalaggression >' but they will appeal in vain to theSt p

Pantrymen. The opposition of thenation to Rome is as sturdy as ever, but it no longer
1851 by the of the Roman Catholichierarchy in England, under "Bishops with English
territorial titles, and which was reflected in Lord JohnRussell's once famous Durham Letter, and in theabortive Ecclesiastical- Titles Bill.that the HoLse oiCommons adopted by an overwhelming majority >

It may also be that these great measures3h<>supplemented by the establishment of^SSSJaIcommjssion of Catholics for the promotion ofsctence
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Pius X. does not impress you that way. He is of
medium height, rather full and strong of physique, has
regular features, good color,' clear blue eyes, and a full
head of pure silver-white hair, and, he makes a mostpleasing picture clothed in the white cloth cassock,
girdled with a broad white silk sash, a pectoral cross
of gold and emeralds resting on his breast;the strong,
fine head bent slightly.forward, ,the eyes rather down-cast, but very kind in. their expression, and his splen-
did wavysilverhair brushed carelessly back and topped
with the little white silk skull-cap. He is easily ap-proachable,and at once makes one feel thoroughly at
home/ At no time does he make the slightest effort
to create an impression on his visitor; his manner is
entirely natural. He uses the simplest words in con-versation, hiis voice is.rather low and well-modulatedand with a slight Venetian accent. It is really apleasure to hear him speak. He goes straight to thepoint, his questions areall so innocent, and the visitordrops allreserveand speaks quite freely as to a father,an adviser, a friend. He pays the closest attention
to what is said, and prefers to listen rather than tospeak. In a private audience, as to Bishops or their-
representatives, it usually takes place in his library;
h; is seatedat the back of his large flat-top desk, andhe asks his visitor to be seated at his side and only aew feet away. When a Bishop comes from a dis-rance the Holy Father always questions him closely
concerning conditions ofHhe clergy, the people, theindustries, immigration, material as well as spiritual
improvement. He has a wonderfulmemory, and hestores all' that information away to be used atthe proper time. He has a natural faculty for givingaudiences, and, judging from my own experience,hecan in his quiet way get more information1.out of aperson than aiy oneIknow of. When Iexaminedmy conscience after Ihad been with him for twentyminutes, Icame to the conclusion that he must havebeen a wonderful confessor, for he had searched methoroughly. He seldom smiles, but there is a par-ticularly kind expression to his countenance, and hiseyes twinkle when something occurs to amusehim.Istarted in to thank him for numbering me amongthose of his household, and I told him that Iwasrather young for such preferment, and he said, 'Butyou are the chancellor of your diocese.

' '
Yes HolyFather, for the last ten years,' Ianswered.' 'Ah,then, he replied, 'you have served a year longer than1 did, for Iwas chancellor of my diocese nine years

'
It was m my mind to say thatIhad served so long-because no one else wanted it, but Idid not quitedare.fc?; . But he must have read my mind, for, witha twinklemhis eye, he added, 'It is not a very pleasantpost,Iknow.' v i

ButIreallycannot tell you howkind, how patient,how gentle he is with everyone. This is the oneimpression every one takes away with him after an'audience withPope Pius.To-day, when the rulers of Europe look withtroubled eyes on the constantly increasing and menac-
ing danger ofanarchy and socialism, the Church bringsforward as her head and inspiration this man of lowlyorigin, this man sprung frdm the common people,lo^Lrf ha* bee.n- chiefly amon£ the poor, whoselove and sympathy ,s for the poor. In an age likeniS - n th-6 madness for wealth, for position", forthfn^i" TUITUlike a canker"w°" the vitals ofthe people, the children of the Church can look for andfind a living example of her teaching in this PontiffoooTtn £ * °ne °J S\Crifice and whoTa aspoor to-day as when he was a humble parish priest"
whose relatives have gained nothing, neither wealthnor power, nor titles. The Holy Father is one of.whom .t is known that his voice is never ra°seHnanger, whose hand is ever open to the needy whosewords arc those.of, tenderness for his children of svmpathy with the suffering, of gentle reproof and adrn^lnition for the erring. If the Church is to fulfill hermissioni of -combating the errors of the time, if she isto be the preserving force against corruption and hermeans of grace, the antidote against the evils ol the'

25


