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-- " - ; . September 5.' - The Rev. Father Creagh, C.SS.R., began..yesterday a retreatfor the-boarder at -the Convent of the -Sisters of Mercy; Hillstreet. * '
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'On Tuesday evening 'next the "Catholics of- the Hutt are tohold a social gathering in aid'of the schools. .Special- train ar-rarrgoments have beeft made-;for therConvenienceof city friends.-
,The Rev. father'O'Cbnnell'/ %M.; has" been conducting aretreat for the students of "St.- Patrick's College: The RevFather begins next week a retreat Tor the.Sisters of Compassion. -

The concert on Monday evening next in aid of the Home ofCompassion promises to be as" successful as usual." Mr Robert-Parker has kindly arranged-a varied and"attractive programme vfhigh merit. . ' --.-.. -
At a meeting of the Catholics of Karori, held a few weeksago, a committee was set.up to devise ways and means for the" speedy erection of a church for the district.

'
Members of the-

committee are now busy, with the necessary^arrangements,'
*

Fromthe tone of the meeting it could be easily gathered""that theparishioners regard-the erection- -of a church at Karori as anurgent matter, and are determined to do their best in thisdirection. s
- '

It. has been found >necessary for, the -Sisters .of Mercy to'concentrate their efforts on the schools in the city. The businessof conducting schools at Petone and the -Hutt has thereforedevolved on the Sisters of the Mission-, who will shortly enter on
'

their new labors. Their convent will probably be located InPetone. The Sisters of Mercy,have done splendid work at theHutt and Petone, and their efforts have been heartily appreciatedby residents of these localities.
Last evening members of the_committee that arrangedpresentation to the .Very Rev. Father Keogh, S.M., 8.A., met

at the college to consider ,the report,submitted by the secretary"and treasurer. Mr. Martin Kennedy presided. It was an-nounced that the total receipts to date came to It wasdecided to have the many letters of appreciation from men of allclasses and creeds throughout„ the Dominion bound and presentedto the-Rector. The latest donation with letter of appreciation
was one from the Chief.Justice,. Sir Robert-Stout. After votesof thanks had been passed to the secretary and treasurer, Messrs.F. W. Crombie and M. Kennedy respectively, the attendance r.fthe Very Rev. Rector -was- requested. Mr. Martin Kennedy, in

van appropriatespeech, made Father Keogh.a presentation of afurther .instalmentof from subscribers. Father Keogh, in
a- feeling reply, thanked-«the committee for their great kindness, *

; and expressed his warm appreciation of what.had been done to
mark the.occasion of his jubilee.

tFrom an occasional correspondent.)
■""'".-■

-
August 31.A large number- of Wellington Catholic Club members paid

a return visit to the St. Peter.'suXAnglican) Club rooms on Tues-
day evening; when'-they " were hospitably "entertained by the
members. - . -

" A very old:identity of the West Coast arfd a respectedmember
of St. Joseph's congregation, Mn'-Malachi Richard Taylor, passed.away, at his residence in "College

~
street,'-Wellington,- on Friday

last. DeceasedJleaves a "widow and'family;of.nine^ for"whom
■ sincere sympathy is felt in their bereavement. R.I.P.
. The- annual inter-club,billiard, tournament will commence jn
Thursday. Messrs. L. A;«.Frqst.and H^ReesMil represent the
Wellington Catholic Club and- Mr. S. Bryce the Petone CatholicClub.' The tournament-has been won-by.-Mr. George Grimstone
(Civil Service Club) for' the^past two years, andJf he succeeds
in winning" it this year the cup- will become his property. -

A concert and social "gathering; in~aid of St. Francis' Churchfund, were held in the Assembly Hall, Island Bay, on Wednes-
day evening. There was a large attendance, including the Yen.
Archdeacon Devoy and several;of the local clergy. The follow-
ing, contributed: items :— Miss O'Neill, Messrs. Campbell and
Christie, and Masters>Christie, Hayden, Mackay,^ and Sullivan.

-: A very enjoyable concert,"organised by "the1 Rev. Father Fin-
nerty, was held at the Victoria Home for Incurablesron Wednes-
day evening. Mr. W. McLaughlin was conductor,"and the fol-

the'Egyptian bondage.' To those exiles-the.United Sjates b>came the Promised Land. They found there freedom, content-ment, and happy homes, and it is pleasant to record that *nevery department of State and in every walk of' life those exilesand their descendants have proved themselves grateful, energeticand. enlightened cjtizens. .- .
The Church, in Australasia.

It will be pleasfng to you to know that in our own fairAustralian land religion may lay claim-to no less progress. Ahundred years ago- it would be idle to go ifr search of anythingbordering on civil or religious liberty in Australasia. In all th= -
vast territories designated by that name there was. no church'noschool, and there was nopriesfto break the Bread of'Life to the.-Catholic wayfareror to impartto thedying convicts the aonsolations f
of religion. The lot of the scattered, suffering Catholics was the- "

more unendurable, as they were ordered to assist at the Pro--testant_gervice, and should they refuse 40 lashes awaited them.In their last moments their hearts were embittered by the thoughtthat enforced Protestantism would be the lot of their orphanchildren. Even ten years later than that centenary date, whena zealous priest made his way to this city, eager to spend hislife in bringing the blessings of religion to his suffering country-men, he was treated with contumely by the authorities^ thrown- -into gaol, and sent back to London a prisoner.
In common with the whole Catholic body throughout theBritish Empire in 1829, we partook, in some measure at least,-of the blessings which emancipation conferred; but"so Blind was "

the bigotry, and so intense the anti-Catholic prejudices which-
everywhere held sway, that it took at least two decades of yearsfor the principles of civil and religious liberty to assert theirplace, and for religious equality to be established amongst us.-To-day religion keeps pace with the material development 'andprogress of this vast territory, and in the fervent spirit of union,piety, devotedness, and generosity our faithful people will notyield to any nation in Christendom.^
Ihave dwelt;at some length on.the great benefits that haveaccrued to lieland through the moral influence of your greatnation. There are still, however, many grievances to be re-dressed, many victories, to be achieved. May we not hope thaithe same beneficent influence which has been so effectually exer-cised in the past shall long continue to make itself felt, thebetter to obtain for the motherland ofmany of your"citizens the "

healing measures of which it stands in need; and"may"we nottrust that the first fruits of that salutary influence shall be thecontentment, prosperity, and peace, associated with the triumph'of Home Ruje, which arc the prized heritage of our AustralianCommonwealth.
Speeches were delivered in support of the toast by the Lord

'

Mayor of Sydney and Mr. Justice O'Connor.
Rev. Father Glecson, in responding, said their welcome j>vthe-Catholics of Sydney would bs appreciated by the non-CatholiV '

body as well as- by the Catholic body, because in America inevery movement that was for the uplifting of struggling humanityor for the promotion and well-being of the race, the Catholics an 3Protestants stood shoulder to shoulder. Turning to the Car-dinal, Father Gleeson said on behalf of the men of the fle^the desired to again thank him. The banquet had the distinctipn
'

of having 14 captains, over 120 commissioned officers, aooch'of"petty officers, and 800 .men present. The "reason why they had
'

not 5000 present was because the Town Hall or the Cathedralcould not accommodate them. It *as not too much for him"to say that when the fleet left Sydney their visit wouid bewritten in gold in theirmemories if such a thing were possible" "

NEW BOOKS
THE. CHRISTIAN BROTHERS' NEW READING BOOKS." A new.series of reading 'books has- just-been' published for-the use -of the pupils of the Christian Brothers'- Schools.

'
The

"tS Tf* ° f a Pfimer'- FirSt>
'
SeCOnd' Third' F<"rth, and'Fifth Readers, together with an Irish ■ History Reader. TheBinding,- the beautiful design on the coversr-the bold, clear type

"

the good paper, and the numerous and highly artistic illustra-tions in- colors and monochrome are all" so attractive that- one
*

is led to examine with interest the literary "
matter that isdeemed worthy of such a-setting. The extracts are'of the rbest "

literary taste,.and highly -interesting. -We .hope that" these
*

beautiful books will not be confined to the Christian Brothers-s-chools, for we feel that the"boys and girls of our Catholic
'

schools will be Bettered by their use. The New Zealand'agents
arc Messrs. Whitcombe and Tombs, Dunedin.

"Thursday,September 10,1908. NEW ZEALAND TABLET
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