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if^ '!w HE general elections are. drawing nigh, and thevarious political parties interested therein are gird-
ing their loins to fight the fray, ekch accordingto its policy or conscience or lack of conscience—'.as it was in- the beginning.' With the merelypolitical side of the campaign this journal has noconcerns It preserves lhex independence .that best

w ... aaorns a religious newspaper, and defines to allowitself to be flown as a^knotin the bedraggled tailo any political party kite. But there is one recurrent-phase-of electioneeringin this Dominion that, when found, the Cathol-journal must (like Captain Cuttle) in duty < make- a note on/We refer to the efforts made by sundry credulous or mischievousindividuals, and by two unpatriotic associations, to hound up- religious rancor against their Catholic -fellow-citizens by reprc^senting them as an intolerably chuckle-Jieaded tribe, and asconspiring by sneaking and underhand-means to capture thopublic service and make it a sort of annex of the Vatican, and'a State-aided bulwark of
'

Popery.'- - Nay, it is even said orsuggested by these good people that the new 'Popish Plot
"

has
so far succeeded that the public service is

'
stuffed

'
with

'
Papishes ' to an extent far beyond their proportion to the total",population of the Dominion; that, to secure promotion, youmust be an adherent of the .'Romish"

Church; that Statesalaries are absorbed by the 'followers of the Man of Sin in' ameasure that constitutes
'
something 'like an official scandal

"*
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BARRY-SYLVESTER.-On Wednesday,'August -26 '"at' St
Thomas W,lliam eldest son of Mr. Barry,. .London 'toMary Nqrah, only daughter of WrS. -Sylvester', .Napier ;
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MESSAGE OF POPE LEO XIII. TO THE N.Z. TABLET. f^gantDirectores etScriptores NewZealand Tablet',Ados.tohca Benedtctione confortati,Religionis et Justiti*causampromovereper vias VeHtatis etPacisi Jus""*_causam.
Die4Aprilis, igoo,

'
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TRANSLATION.— Fortified by the Apostolic Blessing, let theErectors and WrMers of theNeu, ZealandTablet continue t0
andPeace' ***"

°fmisi°n *nd?ustice*>* th< Vr&ktk
April4t1900. LEOJUIL^Pope:

fJIBERNIAN-AUSTBALASIAN OATHOLIOA BENEFIT SOCIETY,

NSW ZKALAND DISTRICT,No. 3.
Tha.ojitholio.oommttnity is earnestly requested toBupport thisexcellent.Organwaiaon, for it inculcates a love of HolyFaithandPatriotisminaddition tothe unaurpaßsed benefitsandprivileges ofMembership. * " ~ _- _ . 6

ThflEntranceFees are from 2s 6dtoii.'acoording toage^attime
of Admission. . y. .^.j^ -

SiokSeneftts 20b per week for 26Veeka,15s per week for then* *?MMtotitati. lOs.a weekfor the following13 weeks. Incaseof afurther continuance of his illness a member of Seven Years1Standingprevious to the commencement of such illness will be"allowed -6s per week^asuperannuation during incapacity
*v T*^**} JW"loe

- *20 at *Wdeath of aMember,Vnd *10athe deathof;aMember's Wife.£B>»iditian to thx foregoingprovisionis made for the admiß-tJPir*o?^'-'aQaBOPga> Benedt Members, and theestablishmentofBisters' BranchesandJuvenileContingents. Fullnformjrtioamay be obtained fromLocal Branch Officers or direotfromtheDißtnot Seoretary.... 013 Officers are anxious to open NewBrandies, andwill give &11 possible asßistanoe and information to applicantBranokes being eßtablishedin the various centres throughout the(felonies«*i invaluablemeasure of reciprocityobtains.
W, KANE,

Diflt.iot Seoretary,
i

'
Auckland

AUSTRALIAN CATHOLIC TRUTH SOCIETY.
FOR tie Dissemination of Catholio Truth and the Defonce ofHoly Church, 64 penny Pamphlets on most Interesting andInstructive Subjectshavealready been issued.

AnAustralian Catholio Prayer Book has beencompiled, audcannow be procured:Inboards,3d.;.leather, Is.3d.;leather withEpistlesand GospelaofSundays andFeasts,Is.6d.:andbeautifully
boundMorocco, 3s, 6d.

*
Subscription, 5a per Annum,entitling to all the Penny Put-lioationuissuedduring the year.
LifeMembers, £3 3a,

REV. J. NORRIS,
Seoretary,

312 Lonsdale Street,Melbourne.
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