Tﬁﬁrsﬁy, August 27; 1908.
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~ Carrent Topics

Cage or Bird? - - te
* They who pink and ‘pamper the body, and nugh.ct the soul,
are,” says Sir Matthew Hale (m his Coittemplations, Moral and

Dwu;g), ‘ like one who,’ havmg a niphtingele in his house, 1§ i

more fond of the cage than of ‘the bird.”

—

No ‘Backbone ' e

Friend or cmployer can put_ little trust in the Catholic
young man who, in the presence of persons of other creeds, is
50 spmt_less as to be ashamed of, or apologehc for, the faith_
which should be his glory and his pride. To sup with Satan
you need a long spoon; and you need to keep your weather-eye

lifting if you have dealings with a 'young#man who has so -

little backbone that he can be wo
stfaw. -

agged about by a bulrush or a

The ¢ Yellow Peril’ . ) )

There may be a measure of * yellow perit’ for us in the
placid, slant-eyed son of the Hwa-Kwo (Flowery Ringdom) or
in his voluminously active neighbor from the other side of the
Sea of Japan. .But tho peril is not so urgent as other ' yellow
perils * that we wot of.  Such, for instance, are the ‘ yellow'
journal and the ¢ yellow * book of fiction. One of our secular con-
temporarits has recently been uttering a sharp note of warniag
about some of the vile fiction that is now being dumped upon
the shores of New Zealand and indisciiminately exposed for sai-
or placed in the hands of girls and boys and hobbledehovs
through the medium of the circulating libraries. Frankland
Lewis once said ol the serious books of his son George: ‘1 wish
that George couldn’t write or that I couldn’t read.” A similar
remark might well be made regarding some of the vile or sug-
gestive trash that, to our knowledge, has of late been placed
within the reach of 'thé young person’ in some of the larger
centres of Now Zealand.  Much of this more or less foetid rub-
bisli is relailed at sixpence per copv. Tt would be well for ihe
morals of young pecple if it were as difficult lo procure as
the volume of German manuscript sermons for which~—in 1be
days before the printing press—the Countess of Anjou paid two
hundred sheep, a load of wheat, a load of rye, and a load
of millet. Emerson suggested a professorship of books. We
badly need something of ‘he kind—say, an eatension to fiction of
the legalised British censorship of plays, a whip for the backs
of the writers of corrupting and degrading fiction, and a snafile
for the publishers and bookseilers who act as if the business
of money-getting were divorced from conscience and the moral
law.

The + Battle of the Fourth’

‘Americans take their pleasures sadly—ihe day after. At
least they do so in connection with their deadly annual celebra-
tion of *the Glorious Fourth' of July, or Independence Day.
T. A. Daly, in the Philadelphia Catholic Standard, makes au
doubting patriot sing of the annual noise and slaughter :—

* Och ! the Fourth o’ July!
Shure, 1 wonder will 1
Ever grow to be glad fur its deafcnm' ihunder.

Will the cannon by day

An' the rocket by night
Ever whisk me ,away
~On a spree o' délighe?

Now, I wender,’

The celebration of Independénce Day has been well narmed
" the ‘Baitle of the Fourth'; for there was not a 5mgle battle
in the South African war that for loss .of life and injury to
limb can compare wilh a streauaus celebration of America’s Inde-
pendence Day.  The Chicago Record-Herald of July 5 gives tha

following casualty lst of the Battle of the Fourth for the past "}

five years :—i1gu3, 466 killed, 3983 -wounded; 1goy, 183 Lkilled,

3586 wounded ; 1905, 18z killed, 4994 wounded ; 1906, 1\58 killed, -

5308 wourded ; 1907, 164 kilted, 4249 wounded. A ‘safe and
sane’ celebration of the great national festivai was promised
for 1908, In 5t Louis the police seized the deadly toy/plstols
and cannon-crackers, and other death-dealing contraptions -and
tossed them into the Mississippi. But these were merely local
und temporary manifestations of regard for the . public safety.
Very incompleté: returns - compiled by the Ch:cago Tribune of
July 6 showed (says the New York' Tribuas) that ‘-72 persons

were dead. and 2535 were serioué]y injured as resulis of the ‘cel_eg
bration, while the fire’ loss amounted to 525,935 dollars.  The
fact that_instead of being ‘concentrattd- m _ofie place' ‘the’ Fourth

_ of T u}y horrors are dxalr]buted over- the country makes them none

the less dreadful. The ‘case is gteatly aggravated by, the con-
“siderdtion that_ thesc casualtics were incurred. gratuitously and
dt.ﬁantly “With the recérd “of the Pastiand :ts warnings in* full
vigw, but dellberately d151egarded d , -

Controversy Then and Now

When Pantagruel went into the Land of Satm, he saw
Lorpulent elephants  tossing men hlgh inta the air in fight, and

- - oo

-making them burst with laughing when ;they cime to the

ground.” Thanks to the gentler tlmes i, whlch we live, the
rough-and-tumble Papist- -tossing of the old-tzme controversy is
gone very_much out of fashion: ~ In fact, it may be said’ to’ be
pract:cally confined to. the dlme-sl-no\vs of* l'l'lld-]uly, and event

. then it seems to us that the sport is indulged. m,,nnt so” much

for -its own, sake as for the opporlunity it gives “to sundly
reverend gentlemen of whooping up their dm‘umshmg congrega-
tions, or of airing ald traditions and preventing them falimg te

pieces through the jeint ravages of time and moLh and " b[ue—
mou]d .. .
. * . .
Emler, in his day of strenuous and ungentle rontrovérs_v,?,
wrote as follows of the  apostolic blows and knocks® which,
fell to the lot of those ‘who were  then in the rnmor:tyJ

‘ Some. have heen beaten, il they know" L
What wood a cudgel's of by ‘th® blow’ -
Some kicked, until they can feel whether

A fshoe be. Spamsh or neat’s leather.’ o

But the old knotty war-club of the controversy known to
Hudibras rests in the museum, or hangs amidst dishonoring
cobwebs on the wall—to be taken down in the -dog-days, just as
uncouth or drunken rustics may stiil engage, “once in a way, at
bauts of quarter-stave. The kindlier feelmg of our day is
well reflected in a recent sermon by the Methodist revivalist
preacher, the Rev. ‘Billy ' Sunday; which we quote ‘from the
Milwaukee Catholic Citizen. * Somebody asked me,’ said he,
‘why I did not attack the Catholics. Not much, while we have
so0 much filth and dirl in our own dooryads. It keeps me busy
with a muckrake in the yards of the Baptists and the Metho-
dists and the Presbyterians and the Congregationalists. .
The Roman Catholic Church is the Church of God and will
stand for ages. . . No, sir, you will ‘never hear a ward
against the Roman Catholic Church from me. I will rebule
the sins of its members, but .you will not hear a word from me
against any Church that stands for the word of God and the

truth of Jesus Christ. I want you to be Christians. That ‘s
all T asl.  Go o the priest and confess if you wish, Tefl him
how mean you have beea, and that you will do better. If yox

are converted at these meetings, 1 will send your name fo the
priest if you want to join that Church.’

Race Suicide -

The restricted family and the canmy-and bull-pup household
promise to save Germany the trouble of wiping France off the
map of the nations of the earth. In 1goy the deaths in France
outnumbered the births by 19,920. But” while France is lapsing
into national degeneracy and decrepitude, the-cradles in Germany
are filling at the rate of 800,000 a year faster than the coffins. A
simple calcelation in mathematical progression will suffice to show
approximately when France will be ne longer fit to ‘ talk * in the
counsels of the ruling Powers, and to back her talk with the
big battalions with which she once, dictdted to. Europe and acted
as the arbiter of the world. Hew. are the mighty fallen! And
how true it is the poetic aphonsm of Fredenck von Logan, which
Longfellow did into English in the \well-knoxvn lines 12—

¢ fhougzl}lthe niills of God grind slawly, yet thcy grmd exceedmg
sma. -7

Though w1th patience He stands wmtmg, w:th exactness Jgrinds
He all.’

. ‘ .,-‘___l
. .

The New York Freenum s Joural has the followmg edltorlaf

rematk in connection - with France’s degeneracyc and decay —
. : ,I_- - ‘_‘ . - -

‘ Since 18c0 the death-raie m Frasee .has emeeded the- bn'th- -
rate only on six different océasiors, 1ol couni:mg. the years.1854
.and- 1835, when cholera raged arid" the two years subsequent ta
the war of 1870-1. - The years when the” number "of . deaths “ex=
ceeded the number of births. were ' subsequent “to- 18go. i’ They
were the very years the enemies of tHe Church -in France were
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are st:ll at 29 CASTLE STREET and will supply you_ with
any kind of Coal or F:rewood you want at LowEst Tarirp
Rares. Smithy Coals supplicd.



