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- " An Appreciafion L

Writing at the time of the -Right Rev. Dr. Moran:s death,
a wall-known journalist, now .a, prominent Parilamentarian, state |
aprogo; of Father Motesut and “trecrucus Haves in Otago .~ The
fact: that the Protestant clergy actually rose above any narrew
feeling, in -the hour of the Catliolic peoplels grief, reminds in=
of 3 not. less sqlemn lesve-taking in the Edirburgh of the Soutir
though, on that occasion it was' a’ farewel] the.people spoke to
a living man~1 refer io.the departure from Dunedin of dear old

>

Father Moreau (if 1 do. not spell his name correctly, I claim the . |

indulgence of those who knew it better than myself)..  Everyons -
in the city expressed and fefr the- deepest sorrow when that ol
man left them-to take up the work of a missionary among the -
Natives of the Wanganui -River region, and the scene at tha+
farewell was one that will never fade from. the memory of those
;who witnessed it. " Father Moreau——peace o his ashes—was ‘a-
well-ltnown figure on the Otago goldfields in-the early days, and
I have often heard the diggers tell how much they loved the
old man wha, staff in hand and with his swag'upon his back,
tramped over mountains and swam rivers that he niight reach the
men .who Fad gone inte the then mountain fastnesses in their
pursuit of the precious metal. Many a sturdy Protestant lis-
tened with reverence to that old priest when, setting up his
altar in =z digger’s tent for want of a better housing, he
addressed loving words to those who had little time to listen
1o religious teachers. They would always assemble, though, to
hear the simple story, told in broken English, of man’s re-
demption. Has that race' of missioners ended, I wonder? Or
is it that the opportunities for that sort of thing ne longer
eccur ? ’

' What wonderful changes there have been since the pioneers
of civilisation made their way from the first rush to Gabriel's
Gully up through the interior of Otago to the Dunstan and on
to Fox’s—now and for many vears called the Arrow—aleng the
viver to the 1z2-Mile; then at Arthur's Point and Big Beach, and
away up to Maori Point and Skippers on the one hand, and to
Moke Cicek and Moonlight on the other! 1 ecan remember
when the journey up the Arrow and Shotover Rivers was a
perilous thing indeed, and in fancy I can still see the pack-horses
creeping along the bridle tracks, past dizzy precipices, and sliding
down or clambering up steeps that it seemed sheer madness to
attempt.  But a few years ago all stores, timber, and other
material for the mines had to be packed from the Arrow and
Queenstown to Macetown and Skippers ; but thece was plenty of
gold getting, and there was an air of prosperity that did one
good to note.  In the winter months it was a marvellous sight
to see [aden pack-horses, with shoes cocked and roughed, liter-
ally clawing their way along the narrow mountain tracks.
Nawadays, there are roads for wheeted traffic to most of the old
fields, and 1 had the honor of being one of the party who made
the first journey to Macetown along the road made for vehicular
traffic from the Arrow.  Then there was made the dray road
from Miller's Flat to Skipper’s Point, and to-day I read in the
Post of a woman having driven z team to Skippers and back !
The correspondent who supplies the information to the Wellington
paper says:—'‘l am confident in saying the drive ta Skippers
and back has never till'now been performed by a lady. A visitor
to Queenstown (Miss P. Maunder) from the Notth Islang drove
@ pair of horses there and back the other day. The distance is
twenty miles or more. It would be almost impossible to con-
ceive a mere difficult or dangerous road to drive.  After crossing
the Saddle (some j000 feet high) the road descends rapidly, It
is excavated out of the face of a clify, and often not thirty feet
without a sharp turn, Hundreds of feet below the river rushes.
Another great danger lies in mecting “teams, as the road is not
wide enoﬁgh, except in certain places, to pass. However, four
or five were met on this occasion, and much surprise was evinced
to see a lady handling the ribbons so well and gracefully.” ‘TI'o
those .who knew what the Zig-Zag was like, evén .in favorable
weather, this ‘zccount will read like a romance.’ ’

In the course of a &ermon at St. Joseph's Cathedral on the
"occasion -of sthe celobration of the jubilee of Otago (18¢8), the
Very Rev. J. O'Neill, of Milton, speke (in part) thus :—' Bifty-
eight years ago the first Christian missionarj,rBishoﬁ‘Pompallicr,
appeared- at Otago Heads. “In the * Sancta Maria > he ,went
around..the coasts ministering to those engaged in_ the whaling
trade, and preaching the Gospel to the Native race Thence-
formard: from time to time till the ‘province was formed, -Fathers
Petijean. and .Seon- visited the scaftered Catholic flock in Otago. -
Subsequently Fathers Moreau and Belliard came to reside in
Otago.  Fathers Ecuyer and Martin: followed.  Same listening
to him (the preachef) saw these noble, apostalic men travelling

_ tame hither in the early sixties,

with their swags. over trackless wastes, - Catholieity in Otago
received an immense increase from the WVictorian miners, who

In a few years the Holy See,

in response to a_ petition, established a bishopric in the province,

. and in a happy day Bishdp Moran came upon the scene. Giftad

with loving enthusiasm, great organising powers, zeal, energy,
and courage, his works may fittingly be summed up in the words
of Cardinal Moran : ** It would be difficult to find in Christendom
a.more rapid and a more solid growth than has characterised this
imgortaht diocese during the (then) past twenly-one years," *

. (T'o be continued.)

ARTHUR CONINGHAM AGAIN

A ‘RIDICULOUS AND EXTRAVAGANT CLAIM '

We take the following report from the N

ew Zealand Times
of August 21 :—

'A more preposterous claim it has never been my lot to
hear of, let alone adjudicate upon,’ sajd his Waorship in delivering
his reserved decision in a2 case in ‘which Arthur Coningham,
described as a miner and agent, had sued Mrs. Elfen Clack for

the sum of Z336.  This amount was made up as follows :—

For special serviccsAin specially securing the special quartz claim
situated in the Ar

mchair Creek, Marlborough, known as the
Tasm_an’s Choice claim, closely watching claim, attending Blen-
-heim for purpose of gdiving instructions to solicitor, also attending
Warden’s Court at Blenheim on three different occasions, posting
application in claim and retaining it there pending the hearing,
from February 27 to May 2z, sixty-five days at 41 per day,

£65; to pegging off claim, £35; to travelling expenses between

Armchair Créek and Blenkeim four times and having to remain
in Blenheim twejve days,

4,16 ; remuneration for introducing and
securing, Lo,

The parties, remarked his Worship, were jointly
another claim,

the defendant
That sum, or

interested in
the good qualities of which they abandoned after
had spent a considerable sum jn exploiting it.
@ very fair proportion of it, had found its way
into the hands of the plaintif. On the latter’s advice, they had
determined o transfer their atfention to another claim not fac
away, the defendant, as in the former case, finding the necessarv
funds.  The plaintiff scemed to have spent his time between
the ‘armchair’ on the rreek, Blenheim, and Wellington, and
now sought from the defendant a slight douceur in the shape of
one hundred and thirty-six pounds, no shillings, and no pence,
for his arduous labors. He {Dr. MecArthur) was not quite sura
but that the claim, if any, should not bave been made in the
Warden's Court, but was prepared to give the defendant the
benefit of the doubt and corisider the case. -

Plaintiff appeared to have been instrumental in getting the
defendant to spend some of her maney on the ° Armchajr * in
preference to coniinuing to pay out on the former venture. He
telephoned the solicitor in Blepheim, and saw ‘.him in companv
with defendant, attended the court at Blenheim, pegged out ite
claim and sat in the ‘ armchair ' when he was not in Blenheim
or Wellinglon.,  In doing this he claimed to have spent sixty.five
days for which he claimed the pittance of zos per day, in all a
mere £63. This, by the way, did not include the arduots toil
of pegging out the claim, a few hours’ work, for which ke
-was rmodest enough to ask a meagre £z5.  His excursions from

" Blenheim to the * armchair ' and the rest cure for twelve days

in Blenheim he had valued at £16.  Astonished at his own
moderation in these demands, he had proceeded into round
figures for ‘ introducing and securing,” which he estimated at
450, thus making the total of his claim the aforesaid £136.

It would have been tedious to enter into the plaintifi's side
of the story, proceeded Dr. MeArthur, but as an indication be
would mention that he had denied having received the sum of
£23, altfmugh his receipt was produced and acknowledged by
him to have been wholly in his own handwriting. The Blenheim
solicitor had said that he understood from the defendant "that, the
plaintif was her agent in the matter, and on that ground—-and
sthat one only-—was his Worship prepared to allow him something
for the- little he had dore. He considered he would .be agply
tepaid if he fized the amount at £ro. Considering the ridiulous -
ahd extrgvagant nature of the claim, no costs would be allowed.

Woads" Great Peppermint Cure for Coughs and Colds never
fails. 1s 6d and 25'64d. !
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