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tively e ed laying the train of events that fed up to the
gpulsiy(m ?‘33&; Fre:{crl:gsbil of members of the religious Orders,
~to the shutting up of thousands of Catholic schools, to the con-
fiscation of church property to the value of millions of dollars, and
finally te the abrogntion of the Cuncordat and the separatlon of
Church and State. s

How curiously the coursé of divine- retribution {ecqlls

:  Milo's end . .
Wedlged in that timber which-he strove

to rend.’
® .

It .is the tendency. of vice, as-of tyranny, to go “to "the
pdint of cxhaustion. _The .path of the Rake’s Progress -wl‘\ich .
Puritan New England has trod, France is now. fast: treading.
And in their rear, with the springier stride of youth, New Zealand
marches along the track that leads to racial degeﬁefx{cy and social
dry-tot and national decay. -Many are-the remedies suggested
to combat this blot on the life of our young country. - The latest
comes from Blenhelm, where Mr. George Turner (a candidate- for
the Wairau seat) has- formulated what- he- calls ‘ a, young-age
pension ' scheme. He advocates (says a newspaper report)

‘ giving to each child :a pension of, say, fve shn{ings-a. week,
payable to the mother or such person as may be discharging the
duties of a mother,..who will be required to-nurse, feed, and
clothe the infant according to a medical officer™s advice, whose
duty it shall be to see that they are fairly, carried out, or under
the inspection of a certificated nurse. I am of opinion,’ hé con-
tinues, ‘ that the effect of, this pension system would be in every
way beneficial as regards: the. welfare of the people, ph)‘vs.icaliy‘u, .
morally, and numerically, that the pensions to children will be a
step towards the distribution of the national wealth more equally
among the people, . especially among, the poorer paid classes.’
‘Mr. Turper contends that his proposal would considerably aug- |
ment the number of marriages, and Rl the land with the pleasant
prattle of childrep. ., ‘ Women of marriageable age Wwill be more
sought_ after, if that is_possible,” he says. *Widows and old
malds will decrease in number. It is the ambition of a well-
constituted woman to-be a happy wife and mother cf a rollicking
family, and the.family life for both is the happiest state thaf
can ever be attained by either in this world.” He is willing to
see a modification of his scheme, i the means of the country will
not permit the full scale, .

The idea of a young-age pension scheme presents many
attractions and some_possibilities of usefulness.  But a moral
declension is to be radically remedied by moral means alone—-
there must be a return to right principles and teachings™in regard
to the marriage bond and its sacred duties and responsibilities.
Moral dry rot is no more to be cured by a money-bribe than (s
incipient gangrene to be cured by sprayings of rose-water.

The Cable-man ) -
Arte;_nus Ward was accustomed. to Hving in what he calied

‘a sunny.climb.” When.he went to England there were, for
weeks on.end, fog and rain galore, and one fine morning his
‘ pults went down to ten degrees below zero'.with the joy of
seeing a brief halfi hour's sunshine breaking through the murky
monotony of the atmosphere. of the -British capital. A similar
shock of joy would set the - pults . of Catholics vibrating if the
European cableiman so .far broke the dreary monotony of his
policy of ‘misrepresentation of Catholic and Irish happenings as
to shed upon, them, once in a_way, the gentle sunshine of -truth-
fulness and falf dédling.  According to Chesterfield, one of the
requisites of a politician is * dexterity enough to concéal a truth
without-telling a lie.” But in the matter of the news-items here
under’ i:o,ns.idc;raﬁon. the cable agencies trouble themselves but
little "abgut”any finkly adjusted or (so to speak) engine-turned
balancing of truth “and fiction, and make themselves too often-
the mediuin’ of circuliating, the outright inventlons of ctoarse -and:
consciou$ prevaricators.. Our columns have full many.a fimie
' borne ample witnéss to the extent. to, which the cable agencies
are—edpecially in France and’ Italy—controlled :by inferests: that
aré more or 'less savegely hostile to the Ancient Faith.. -Lime:
and again we have also demonstrated, by reference to particular
instances " of peciliar | flagtancy; how. far_ the cables from .ths
British Isles dre made the sounding-board. of the Orange-Tory.
or “carrion crow’ faction that are making. political capital out'
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of the exaggération. and outright fabrication of * Irish-outrages.” -
e i S

.-Our protests against the ding-dong of cable misrepresent\n—
tion have been frequent and free.. Yet, despite a long procession
of _illuminative. instances, we havé been mote ihap once tfeate_d
as guilty of a-sort of fournalistic lése.miajesté or Macedonian

- - ~ -

* Supreme -Court,: and another in -Mr.

_vail
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atrocity for declining; on stated grounds, to- accept the - quasi-
infallibility of the cable sgency. In all the circumsta_n‘c'cq,'-it) is
interesting to' find s0 prominent .4, secular journal as”tlie’ Dunedin
Evening Star, a few. days ago, protesting against some-f. Cabls
Contortions * that have been sent.to -thése countries.for some
time past. One ‘of these was:an ‘(}:r_qa:zi’ﬁgly, inaccurate '’ pre.
sentation of the facts of a humordus-speech by Senatér Foraker at
the Gridicon Ciub at.Washington; thHe other.was a summary
of & recent .spiech by Mr; - Lloyd ‘Géorge” (Chancellor of the
Exchequer), of so-* extraordinary ' a-nature that_its genulneness
was doubted by some, and it.was omitted-by some, of the-daily

- papers and by others published with a gualifying note. "It now

turns out_that the cable-man really did Mr. Lloyd-George.an in

justice.  His exploit of swallowing without sdlt, ‘and cabling; the
fantastic fabrication about Cardinal Logue is a matter of recent
history. - - o : o
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n U.S:A. Lo
There has alway$ been an arriére “pensée i the ‘French
Republican motto of * Liberty, Equality, Fraternity.” —And so,
too; .there"has been In the boast that the land”which flies the
star-spangled-bafiger is the tand of equal oppbrfuafty -for A
If {say) the fegro in the Black Bélt pressed his claim-to equal
electorsl opportunities with - the meédirest white] he would find
the risks of so doing much greater than -the red meat.- A
military fiction . placed - an imaginary marshal’s baton in the
knapsack of the First Napoleop's” army; and The Unwritten
Law of thé United States places the dighity of President or

ﬁel!gi_o,is 'lnmu%iiiy i . . )

: Viee-President of the Amerjcan Republic” within “the possible

reach of a ‘citizen of any creed or ‘no_creed—unles he be a
Catholic. * Thedretically, the Catholic citizen udder the Stars
and Sfripes™is the equal of any other; by, long-established usdge,
however, there dre ‘two citizén “dignities’ barred to him to whiia
afiy ‘of his fellows "of other creeds niay adpire.  * A Catholls,”
said Thomas D. O'Biién, of St. Paul, in a recent discourse,

‘ gave this whole hemisphere fo civilisation. = Catholic mission-. °

- aries and “explorers opened it, Chtistianjzed it, civilized it from

Hudson Bay to Cape Horn.  Catholics fought at Bunker Hill
and at Yorktown. They founded our navy with Barry and the
O'Brien boys. They helped make Bur constitution and signed
the Declaration of Independence. They fought with Jackson
at New Orleans and they marched through Mexico with .Scott.
They died in every battle of the civil war from Bull Run to
Appomattox.  They were with Dewey at Manila and with
Roosevelt at San Juan. If need were; the Catholics of the
United States would melt the sacred vesséls of their altars for |
the defence of their flag, But with all this, you know that If
a Catholic were nominated at the gredt convention just held in
this city, he could not be elected President of the United States
no matter-what his qualifications. 1 wish I could say, and I
hope and pray that-1 sobn may say, that all ‘my fellow-citizens
were above such prejudiges.’” -7 7 S
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In this connection, the Pbilade]iai-ﬁ‘a Cc_zth‘;ill';: :Staq:darci of

_ July 4 quotes from the pleasant free-lance- wrifer, -« Penn,} who

put the position, frankly and straightforwardly in the BEvening
Bulletin during the previous week,  “Penn.’ wrote a5 folloi
o L . B ; el RS TP
‘ There has been one paramount veligious test-that has pre«
ed uniformly in our Presidential campaigns and in .canvasses -
for Presidential nominations—that the—candidate must “hot be
a member of the Roman Catholic Chirch. *~ This has long been”
virtually an axiom among the- politicians of both the great
parties, There are Roman Catholics in the Senate~and. the
House at Washington ; ‘theré is at least one on the bench of the
‘Roosevelt’s Cabinet, as
In 1892 we had even thHe some-
head of the Natiorial Democratic

there was in- Mr. McKinley’s.
what curious sight of one at the.

—Committee and another at the head of tHe. Republican National

# Commiittee. Vit o
. the .unwritten' Taw “is” draivi_as fightly
: in-the Constitution - itself.-:

Bur when it comes to the Presidency, the .line.of

¥ ,upon them as if it .were-
Whei™ Francis Kernan, -who had the.

- reputiition of. being one of the -purest- Demotratic-statéémen of -

New York, sat in.the United States, Senate. in- the late” 7o’ and-

- edkly Bd's, some “of his admirers thought _that :he .ought -to -be

_ considered 'as"a” Predidential “candidate, but mest of the. Dethgs:

cratic . press _prom

atic pely tabled the “proposition on account of his.
religion.

Daniel: Dougherty,-whoformally nameéd Hancedlz, ‘and

alsg, &ight years .afterward, Cleveland -for a- secopid ” term, * brige-

said’ that he inight speak as much, as he pleaséd- on.-behalf-af
the aspirations of other men for the Presidency, but. that .he
could- never= aspire to it himself if he lived to be as old_as
Methuseloh.  Even -the fuct that a candidaté miay-have Romian
Catholics in his family  has been a--barrier. -: It was’ generdlly’
believed that General Sherman's_religious opinlons were of a
decidedly” free and easy character, “and hé turned down. repeatediv
and- as emphatically as language couid put it every suggestion
that he should be a Presidéntial candidate; but whenever such

-

“In. comes a ‘gan ie ' gash . gobd-wife . (Burns).an’s ’
her Hondog T ontie 52 cie ' gash . g wife L (Burns)..an’: malk's

Tea=the favorite wi' shrewd housc-wives. &

. *Time tries a’ —even_Tea, ‘and” Time has’ given ihe laurels”
to pure Ceylon.Hohdai Lanka.



