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thc snow, bul glad slmll be my welcome and goldcn my reward,
- for the good information I bear,’ he coftinued in a burst of
confidence. ' Aha, nothing picases Master’ Topcliffe so,” much .
as -lo be told where he may swiftly: and- sutcly Jay his rough
Bands on a Popish priest.! - :

‘ Soho, ,sb it is blood money you se:,l;" contemptuous]y ine
quired Langhorne.

¢ Perhaps it is e morc blood morey than -are lﬁe doublocns -
and pistoles which you have taken, my scandalised ‘master
mnrmcr,, from *the dead Spamards. retorted the apprenticc
! Yet seek T more- than blood mosey; 1 .covel sweet revenge on
a tyrafit master who whipped me.naked till the blood ran down,:
my only offence gaing to the* playhouse aad remammg out al}..
night dcspitc his”sovereign command. ~ Master of mine he shalf;.
be no ‘more, but.the gibbet shall be his when Jt— gets its own,

. It's a piece of rank treason, you know, and a Imngmg matter, ;\

mntmued the fellow with a vindictive grin,
receive a priest of Rome into his “house.’ .
The  buccancer’s eves flashed ~with recognition.” " Alread,
have 1 seen thee this night, sirralf, 'lhy name is Slmou
‘ Simon Stolkes, -al yeur !’au and honorable service:’

‘for a man ~to

*A runaw ay poltroon, who in dangcl abandoned his -mas- |-

ter’s daughter?’ - R -

* Small chance, bold sailor, had my poor, cudgel agamst t\\ur-r'

robbers’ swords.’

*And who w ould now b]lng trouble to the bul of lus d\m,_.,
nustress 7’

‘She was kind to me,
beiike, the old lady is dcad‘

¢ Out, reptile of il][alﬂ) 1" eried -Langhorne in anger and
disgust. . f Curs and t:,utcns such as thou are too vile to be
let breathe and poliute the air: Ha, tapsicr, the score, for fain
would I forget in slecp this tale of choicest villainy.” As he-
opened his wallel to pay he inadvertently drew forth the crucifis
he had found. I was of rich ornamentation, peculiar make:
At sight of it the malignant apprentice nilered an exclamatj
of surprise and sarcasm.

‘Save me, 1 bave seen that emblem of xdolatrv bf_fmq—m.
a score, a hundred times! So, virfuous master marinef; theu -
hast ceased buceancering on the Spanish Main to become a
cutpurse in Tendon. That golden article is the property of
my master’s daughlter—my late master’s daughter—stolen fmm‘/
her, as T swear [ know how, even this very night.’

‘Who is thy mistress, viper?’

 Mistress Cicely l.anghorne, daughter of Adam Langhorne, -
the mhrcer ’

'.

“

tis true, bul-—well, by this tifnig,_

¢ Judgment of heaven—my sister !’

Guy Langhorne sprang io-his feet with livid face and blaz-
ing efes, at sight of whose dreadful glare, in which was con-
centrated a decade of buccancering ferocity, the malignant craven |
Simon Siokes with & cry of alarm fed out indo the mght.
Quickly after the, dppu_".u;w wilhout waiting to pick up hs !r -
or cloal, plungt.d Langhérne. :

But for a few moments did the ineident cause the custorie
of the AMermsid to suspend their drinking and chatter; -on
an ordinary brawi they considercd; that had best end in bloodshed -
if there were to be any,”an the outside.

Terror lent speed to the apprenticé, whe almost lmmcdlatv
disappeared in tle darkness and the wlurlmg SNOW. Thép:r-'
suer, baffled, bewildered, wilh despair gnawing at -his ¥itals .
and his bason chilly and shuddering with greater fear -than he o
had felt in all his fights on sea and Iand, rushed blindly,’ wrldlv s
hither and thither, his eager gaze ‘vainly trying to. plerce “the

black shroud of night for a fiying form, his \fo1ce~frant1c1lh' -1

calling with threats and pleadings on the invisible fug;twe a0
stop. At length he stood defeated, tense with despairful-Hicught
of the immediate grini shadow of ruin and death that hovered -
over those he held deéarest on eartl; 'His mother dying, his
father in peril of the gibbett A gentle old clergyman: doomed -
to infiuman butchery ! Hé ground his tdeth with impotent rage, .
while the snow fell on his uncovered head and , beat wnth ~cold
fingers on his burnmg itemples. =
‘T shall go and .warn them,’ he thought _— Hcave
I gtt there before the bloodhounds of. the penal law,”
" But where (o find the house? - Where lived his. fatfiér, the -
mereer, Ad:u‘n Langhorne® He had taken’ imperfect note of 1.

the location, and now he might not. be able to find it unttl—-—
too fate'

.

ffrant -

n

An\uous!y he hurried thaough street after. strect
eagerly "to siglht and left, but to no avajl,
asked himself bitterly,
fondly-loved sister Cicel

looking
How \ms m. he
that he had not recogmsed his"only¥and
¥y on meeting het, nor Clcely him? He

—t~be1rm[r a burthen which they deposited in - the passage,

Se——

Fele accurst, A deep-voiced clock steuck three,
him like a knell of doom.

At length he met -two duarcllatns of the night.  Adam -Lang-
hm ne?  Yes, they well knew the worthy merchant and his dwel-
llng, and they showed the house and thankfully, received largesse.
A-girl'y “voice challenged when he I\nocked

¢ Opr.n, Cicely, opcn—mlt is' I, )our b:olh(_r Guy,” from over

the “sea. "

It sourded fo

. Small time was thcrc fm \\'Oldb of greetmg, enthcr warm.,
. col\l or indiffcrent,
! Father, get the prlest a\v.:y from
. and_he are lost,
-you to Topcliffe.
- Where is he?’
‘ He is_still hcrc my son - “ elcome l)c Lhc sheltu of our,
humblc rooi’ to the man of God.'
‘ More weléome than safe

."Lre dt om.e “or you
Your apprentice Sunon hm gone to spy on
Gef tlie Tither hence qulck[y—an)wht.rel

“Father } H lmslen hint “forth, - for
the bioodhounda are coming. How fares my mother?’ -
*She bas returned from, the-, valley. of (he Shadow;, Guy,
Greal has DLeen her nnpm\cmcnt this night, with her mind,

cased by her Jhappy receiving of“thé fast sacrainents.”
In.a-few moments tGuy, Langhm ne fead
1 mother’s bedside, filled =With' poignant uno“‘f:m

lmLLluu_,‘ by, his
T yet rejoiting ot
e great” happiness beaming on her face as” with her worn
hands she fondly stroked . his dasls, " wet hair.
‘ Gu\' Gux, after ali fhose years of weary wairing !
_ 501, My’ 6wn and only boy, I knew" you waild come !’
¢ Y(,s, mother, to the bygone life never 'to-return.
‘me, ‘mather,* for a while; A!l is’ _lust,’ he - t!wgght,:—hs": Be
descandéd the” stairs, ' *
’ For at thz froit déor of tha housa t.hon,
perempeory  knocking.

-

Oh m)r

Pardon

sivde

\\as' a- [oud aru
Dm\nsi‘ma.athe merur and “the gmv-
" Thaired priest stoud cloahed and  prepared fo::, clcpalture when

camc that bIOOd’Chlqud SUHMMOnS,

“Ho, within there, op(,n-the door opcn at oncc to oﬂicms
of” the law,” commanded a loud” voice, aad- Lhe l\llOCI\.lng Was
xepcaie_d R T
- ~Guy- stepped o the front .md drew his Spanish blade.
'Fly by the hack way," he'said; ‘11l keep them” at bay til!
UYyou eseape.” : ’

But now the door, \\.lm.h

by accident, 1§ad been left “un-
fae.tenu] swung open.

Four of the night wwatéh ‘wallted ia,
It
with blood clotting the

ias the body of "a stout young sman,

air and streaking the white face. -
‘It is one of vour q])prenmes,

the leader. :

‘Yes, it is Simow Stokes,” s#id the meuew

“We found him on the_sireet leading to the Fawer,

Tk

Master Langhon ne,’ c\p]amed

.

; lying
.unconscious in a deep and dangerous -Pit, into _which, storm-
- Blinded, he stumbled and fell. His skuil is sericbsly fractured,

= #nd it will take him many-aveels to recovel, if.he
- "." The unfortunate youth shall
- tln, mercer.
*. Gireat,

ever does.”?
be duly attended 10, ’. said
‘ Cicely, wine for the faithful mghf.\vatch ;_'
even to the point_ of e\einlalatlon, was thr. scene-’df
refic] and joy that abserted itself in the household when the
: =atch refreshed, departed. s
“Verily, the Lord- is kind lo-
anarked the old pncst R "]he -prodigal son 11as returned,” and
Zthe angs.l of dcath has passed us by.’

T " While the ex- buccanecr made.
“of’ faith by taking out ‘and kis¥ing
’\Iagazme.

night to this good home,” se-

an, xmpuisne and. fervent, act
f a goldcn cruuﬁ\— Rosary
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