-Thursday, August 6, 1908 .

31

y

The Family Circle -

BY AND BY
' To-morrow I'll do it,” says Bennie;
- ° °T1 will by and.by,” says Seth;
¢ Not now—pretty soon,” says. Jennie;
“In a minufe,” says little Beth., -
Q dear Tlittle- people, remember,
That, true as the stars in the sky,
"The little streets of To-morrow, -
Pretty Soon and By and By,
I.ead, one and all,
As straight, they say,
As the king’s highway,
To the city of Not at. All

i

AN ADVENTURE IN A STAGE-COACH

o

The Emperor Joseph II. had been visiting, as he oflten “used
to do, the environs of Vienna. A misunderstanding had sep-
arated him from the two officers whom he had chosen to accom-
pany him, and he was somewhat at a loss to find means of
rejoining them. He was about seven miles from his palace;
and, as he did not care to make all that distance on foot, he
inquired at the village inn whether he could not procure a
carriage or at least a horse 1o take him into the city.

The -innkeeper did not Jinow that the inguirer was anything
higher than an ordinary gentleman, and accordingly told him
that the only conveyance to be had was the village diligence, or
public stage-coach. That vehicle was not a very comfortable
one, and was of course quite beneath the dignity of a sovereign ;
but Joseph II. was a man of simple tastes, so he did not hesitate
to take his placc in the diligence.  And his place chanced to be
alongside a little scullion, or kitchen-boy of the inn, who was
going to pay a visit to his grandmether in Vienna. ;

* Nobody knows me here,” said (he Emperor lo himself,
fand twill be dark when we get to the cily, so my equipage
won't count.’ )

Then, being pretly tired with his day’s travelling, he grew
drowsy and dozed off, his arm resting in a few minutes on the
scullion”s shoulder. '

He was suddenly aroused by the voice of the stage-drivor,
who had discovered thatr the number of fares he had reccived
did not correspond with the number of his passengers.

‘ There's some one here whe hasn’t paid me!' he cried,
unable to tell in the gathering obscurity just which of the travel
lers had or had not handed him his passage moncy.

The Emperor {urned toward the boy and remarked quite
innocently :

*It scems this good man hasn’t been paid.?

Well, I'm “all right,’ said the scullion. * The driver even
suspected the piece of silver I gave him, and rapped # on the
wheel to see whether 'twas good or not.’ Then, with a slight
wink, the lad added: * Bul you, sir,—il seems Lo me you were
pretty sound asleep when the fares were taken up.”’

The Emperor started and rubhed his eyes.

‘Why, of course! That's true. I didn't even think of
the necessily of paying. My friend,” he called out to the driver,
* how much do T owe you?"

‘A shilling, sir. 1 have to be careful, if T don’t want to
be cheated by a fot of tricksters.’ ,

Joseph 11. was not offended By the implied rebuke; he was,
rather, amused hy the adventure,
expression changed, as he remembo
empty.

MU at once however, his
red that his pockefs were
He had given his last coin to a poor fellow who had
asked him for an alms in the*early alternoon:
" Conlfound it!® he exclaimed, * I- have no money.
gotten my purse.'
. 'Oh, yes! We know all about that,’
furious at what he beliaved -an ‘aliempt to ch
just vou walt till we det to the next village.
pretty lively, and turn
- then who you are.®
"Yes, vou'll see wHb I am," thought the mao
an inclination to burst out- laughing. -
"And Il be paid’ too, willy-nilly,”
‘Il have my money, |
the Emperor himself.’

1've for-
said “the “driver,
eaf him. _{"'Well,
_ I'll yank you out
you over to the magistrate,  We'll sece

narch, repressing
t . continued the driver,
even if 1 have to take the matter tor
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‘You'll be doing perfectly right, m; man,’ answered Josep_l},
who had no desire to disclose‘his-idéntity save as-a last resou‘rce‘.

The other passengers, having nothing else ‘to do, took the
driver’s part against their penniless companion. The little scul-
lion, however, rathe; sympathised with his neighbor, and he said -
to the 'driver : T : L.

‘ Oh, come now, Fathetr Hans! .-It's hardly. worth while
making so.much fuss about a shilling. - And it isn't ‘quite fair to
torment this.citizen, who maybe doesn’t lié,:\a'ftexd-. all. A purse
can be forgolten, you know.' - B

* Well, then,.you young .imp, you pay for him!" responded
Hans, with a growl. L.

The lad hesitated between the wish to be obliging and the
fear of not being repaid. His kindliness: prevailed ; after taking
a quick look at the *citizen,” who was watching him with a
smile, he threw a white shilling. to the driver, saying to hir{:self,,
CPI risk it anyway. He doesn’t look like a dishonest man,’

Jokes on his innocence, “simplicity, amd foolishness were
showered on him by the other passengers, for a time; then,
growing tired of their sport, and drowsy as well, these latter
gradually subsided into silence. o o

‘ 80_you have no fear of Jbeing deceived?’ asked Joseph II
of the little scullion. ) P

‘ No, sir,’ replied the boy, after--‘a,.mgmenf_’s_heéitaiion.
Thén, growing confidential, he went on : * You see, sir, it won’t
do to pfay me a trick like that,_ for I'm not rich.  Just as.yon
see me, at fourteen vears, I earn absoluiely nothing.’

‘And yet you paid for your place and mine.” ..

‘ Yes, because I 'savecl'up_."for my grandmother a little sum
from the pennics given to me now and then by guests at the
inn.  Outside of that, as the cook’s apprentice, 1 get no wiges «
at all.’ - -

‘Yeu’ll get them later on, if you like the business.’

¢ But that's just- what-¥ den’t. I-don’t-like it afl.’ ~ -

¢ Perhaps you are a ditlle lazy ?’ -

‘Oh, my, nol! On the contrary, 1!d¢ like to study,. but
at sontething else than roasts and sauces. Only it costs; and
grandmother is so.poorly off sthat, as~you. see; I'm obliged to
hielp. her with the pennies. I get as fips.? = . .

R

‘You are a fine little chap,”. said- the Emperor, considerably
affected, but not yet making himself_kgown-m‘the boy. *You are
a good lad, and I'm sure Heaven will reward you,  As for me—

well, T assure you I'll pay you back the -shilling you paid for
me,’

Quite tranguil an&'cojﬁdent‘.‘ihe scullipn sankto- sftep in
his turn, aller giving his name and address to his neighbor.

The very next forencon there appeared at his grandmother’s
tedging one of the Emperor’s couriers, who brought him, in_the

first place, a welldilled purse of gold, and thes a sealed envelope

.whose contents proved to be Joseph 11.°s orders that the. kindly

“name that does not stand- for much j
- Opinions rule the world,’ ‘says -Carlyle,
‘the girl who has made only “good “and sw

- -evidently not-grasped his fucid

'

scullion should give up his kitchen trade and recefve a tﬁaroggh
education in one of the best colleges of “the city. )
The delighted iad could not sufficiently felicitate himself on
having proved serviceable to & stranger; and all his ‘acayaiﬁtances
were also pleased at hisgood , fortune. . All, that is,.save ane,
Hans, the driver, who was not only astounded but utterly dis-
comfited when he discovered that his penniléss passenge:

enger- was
the Emperor of Austria.—f Ave Maria:’ t
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CONSIDER WELL-BEFORE CHOOSING YOUR
“"FRIENDS - B
. - ) v W— '

* Assacfate with. the good,’ says an old proverb, !and -you
will be estcermed as one of them.' A girl cannot be tdo-careful
about her companionships. If#sheis careless in this- mattér she”
is sure to deteriorate herself in the estiimatign of others. - Fx:'iend-
ships that are- quickly formed: rarely- ripen';witﬁ'_thg_‘ Yyears and
are frequently the cause of niuch inhappiness.  The thoughtful
girl chooses Jher friends carefully and cultivates. their :saciety, in
such a happy, well-bred “ay that her friendships .are always a
source of real” pleasure. Just .as the iea;st blemish spoils tha
beauty” of the lly,. so the little mistales that the careless girl
makes - rob ’her-"i:harac‘ter of its charm, and leave her with a
0 the estimation of gthers.

and happy, indeed, is
eet ones. :

' COLOR:BLINDNESS DEFINFD

A well-known man had; been.
and at the conclusion of his r

decturing upon color-blindness,
emarks a workman, who had
¢ explanations, cafme-to.him and
asked if.he. would -solve the,_mystery; ™ .

¢ Certainly,’ said the professor, .



