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NEW 2EALAND: TABLET

Thureday, August 6, 1908

Whereas in the early days there was but one’ Archbishop
with thirty priests, nearly all foreigners, the United States can
boast to-day of thirteen Archbishops, ninety Bishops, 11,486 secu-
lar and 4069 rogular priests, 12,533 churches, 84 seminaries, and
1,310,300 children receiving instruction in various C‘athollc
schools. . . .

’ Nowadays one person in every seven is a_Cathohc, and in
certain parts of the country’ the proportion is much greater.
‘In New York and Chicago the Catholics form on‘e-thif‘d of the
population ; in Boston, the his.toric citadel of Puritanism, they
form one-half. ’ .

Such progress, when looked at from the point of view of
f‘fgures, is magnificent ; .but it is all the more so when one
considers under what difficulties it was accomplished.

. Whatever may have been the personal worth of the priests
who at first came from abroad, their assistance in the missionary
work niust necessarily have proved transitory, for a church can
only be said to be constituted when iL possesses a native clergy.
At the present day, save for some regions in the extreme West,
the great majority of the priests are American-born,

As matters siand in New York, there is one priest for cvery
1300 inhabitapts, while in Paris there is only one for every
5000, and it is nothing unusual to see 2 parish of 100,000 with
only ten priests, .

It is true, however, that in New York we consider the prac-
tical Catholics only, whilst in Paris how many out of 100,000
are in touch with their priests? The small number of priests
in a country frequently accounts for the growth of irreligion.
This cannot, however, be said of America, where the seminaric:
are flourishing, and where the pumber of vocations provides a
guarantee of the future of the faith. In the same way, the pros
gress of. the religious erders is marvellous, particularly of those
which have « very active character.

According 1o caleulations made some years ago, New York
had 129 churches, or one for every 4700 faithful ;. Chieago 120y
or one for 6goo; Philadelphia 84, or one for 4500. Comparad
with Paris, we find that there was one church for 38,000. And
yet with all this flourishing growth, there was nothing to be
looked for’ from the State. The Catholics had to pay all from
their own pockets. .In the beginning they had been helped
by subsidies which came from Europe, notably from the Society
of the Propagation of the Faith, which, till 1892, made a grant
amounting to 5,000,000 dollars.” In 190y the American Catholic
Church received but 20,000 dollars, and their own contribution
to the Propagation of the Faith, -which in 18% was less than
11,000 dollars, amounted to nearly 200,000 dollars,

How rapidly the Church.extends is shown by what the Abhe
Klein tells of a parish he visited when in Ohio.
ago® the present parish priest was sent there,
arrival, there was no chapel and no presbytery.
tion amounted to 4o00, composed of all kinds of people, Pales,
Magyars, Croates, Italians, Belgians, Syrians. Of the 4000 only
Jooo were Catholics.  To-day there are owing to the initiative
of the same parish priest two churches built, .two more building,
and three schools. The priest had studied Polish, Italian, Mag-
yar, German, French, and Slavonian, in order to be
preach to the people in. their own dongues.
the American Catholics, it .is.,not: mystical or mavering,. but is
virile anq practical.  Apostolic action is the secret of the success
of Amer:can.priests and  laymen,..and. . there is .not, says
Dangin, any illusion or gross _exaggeration,
view .that a day is not far dista
Catholic.
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‘Just for the day I'll be awa y'
Remarked hizs wife last Satmy{la,y.

‘It every dog must have his day,
”I‘hen why not every caf her day ¢

I'll take Woods' Great . Peppermint. Cure
Because that's indispensable, '

And ma will go with me, I'm sure
You ocught to think {ihat’s sensible '*

{He did 1)
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THE CHURCH IN NEW ZEALAND

~MEMOIRS,OF THE EARLY DAYS

- (Contributed.)
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IN THE FAR NORTH (Continued).

An interesting occurrence, and one which instilled fresh-'li.[c
.into and gave much encouragement to the devoted early rhis-
sionaries in the far north, was a visit made by the Right Rev.

5"

- Dr. Polding, Bishop of New .Hoiland, as the continent of Aus-
tralia was then called.
 General of the same vast territory, and Dr. Ullathorne, O.5.B,,

H¢ was accompanied by the Vicag-

who subsequently became Archbishep of Birmingham, Englzu:lcl.
Both were eminent ecclesiastics, and did valuable wor[-g in assist-
ing to shape the destinics of and advance the Church-in this
new countty, Dr. Polding sailed for the first time for Europe
on November 16, :840, -accompanied by Dr. Ullathorne and the
Rev. Father Gregory. DPr. Polding was anxious to call at New
Zealand on the way, that he might confer with Bishop Pom-
pallier, who was reaping an abundant harvest among the Maoris.
He therefore engaged their berths on a Chilian brig sailing from
Sydney for Talcuhana, the port of the City of Concepcion, which
was to put in for some days at the Bay of Islands. Dr.
Ullathorne stated in his aulobiography that they found on their
arrival there that ‘ Bishop Pompallier was absent,' having set
out some weeks before on a missionary tour in his little
schooner among the islands of the Pacific. We were met on
board by Mr. Waterton, brother of the celebraled naturalist,
who was residing with the missionaries, and spent his time
in botanical research.  They were received with much joy, and

'cordially welcomed by the Marist Fathers, and - invited to attend

presently at the evening devotions which were abolt to be given
for the Natives." The distinguished visitors -were much im-

pressed by the fervor and eainestness with which the Maoris

joined in the prayers and sacred hymns, all of which were in
the native tongue. One Father read the prayers before the
altar, whilst the people responded, _and then another Father
intoned the hymun, .which they todls up, It was adapted ty
the native language, but in the old simple notes, How they
did sing!  With voices harsh, stentorian, and vehement, beyond
European comprehension.  After this enrnest act of devotion the
scoior missionary addressed them. The visitors, although not
understanding what was said, remarked that the preacher often
pointed towards them, using at the same time the word *Picopo.”
In a subsequent explanation to-the visitors, the Father said the-
word used was the Maori cquivalent of Bishop, and as ‘some of
the Protestant missionaries had endeavored to stir up prejudice
against the Catholics by the statement that the Catholic religion
was of foreign growth, not the religion of Englishmen, but
Frenchmen, with whom the Maoris should have nathing to do,
he took advantage of the opportunity to point to Bishop Polding
as a refutation of their statements, for they saw before them
an English Catholic Bishop seated on the same chaic of authority
on which the French Bishop usually sat, .
The description of what Dr. Ullathorne observed throws
great light on the position of the Church in New Zealand during
the first years of its existence. ‘The town of Kororareka at
that time consisted of a native pah, a small British settlement,
and the French Catholic mission. ‘The missionaries’ residence
was of wood, and their little wooden church, bright with green
paint, stood adjoining.
fessional, and all appointments complete,
visit, states Dr. Ullathorne, was to remove
by the Anglican and Wesleyan missionarie
that the Catholic- religion was not the reli
but the religion of a people with whom
do. This statement they hWad “embellished
of the old snti-Catholic type,

A chief object of our
an impression made
s upon the Natives
gion of Englishmen,
‘they had nothing to
with fantastic storjes
sgasoned - for the New Zealand
palate with horrible ‘ examples ' in, the style of Foxe’s ° Baok
of Martyrs." 1In short, the history “of the ‘Pagan persecutions
was being applied to the Catholics, We' visited the tribe the
- same evening in their Jow huts, creeping inside, where we could
sit, but not stand. - After describing the physique, iniellféencc,
Lcustoms, and habits of the Maoris, the writer states that +he
next_day the party progeeded tG. pay their réspects to the Gover-
nor (Captain, Hobson, R.N.). The British settlement had only
recently begun, and the Bay of Islands was stifl the headquarters: -
The .Goygrqor talked freely about the influence of Bishop Pom-
pallier with the Maoris." The Bishop had taught Mrs, Hobson
the n?.twe Jlanguage, and she’ spoke with great respect of him
‘Describing an excursion made to ~view some re-marl:abl's—:éeélogi'-

Small as it was, it Had its font, con--



