
A United States Consular report quotes a Nuremberg paperfor the statement that, of a total product of German toys in 1907estimated to be worth £5,000,000, about £3,800,000 worth wereexported. The United States,and England took, more than'halfof the export.

Amongst the correspondence recently received by the DeparVment of Agriculture at Wellington was .a communication fromMr. H. D. Irwin, of Opotiki, raising the question of whetherthe destruction of small birds' eggs did not make *he birdsmore prolific layers. The Minister referred the qusetion to Mr.Hyde, the Chief Poultry Expert, and that officer has"reportedas follows :—' Mr. Irwin's contention-regarding the destroying,ofsmall birds' eggs is perfectly correct". This I proved many
years ago, when breeding canaries in considerable numbers. On
removing the eggs and destroying the nest the hen would invari-ably rebuild, and in a few days again lay from three to six eggs.'

Ur. E. O'Connor, proprietor of the Catholic Book Depot,Chnstchurch, received by the last -Home .steamer several casesof religious objects and books. Among the goods received wereprayer books, bibles, testaments, and standard works by leadingCatholic authors which will be found very suitable for presentsschoo^prizes, and home reading. He has also on hand a choicecollection of pictures, statues, crucifixes, etc.
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6d to ss;medium to good, £3 10s to £4 ; light inferior,

to ss; oaten*straw chaff, £2 10s to £2 17s 6dj wheaten',
£2 5s to £2 los per ton (bags extra).

Turnips.— We quote:Best swedes, 20s to 22s per ton (loose,
ex truck).

About Shorthand

WOOL
Strbnach, Morris, and Co., report :
Rdbbitskiris.

—
We held our usiial fortnightly sale on Mon-

day, 3rd inst., when we submitted a large catalogue composed
principally of prime skins. All sorts sold at fully tip- to-if not"
better than late rates. Quotations:BYst winter do_es, 23d to
25d; good, 2od to 23d;mixed, i7d to 2od; early winters, isdto i6d; autumns, ia^d to i4fd;springs, to io£d; summers, to
lod;winter blacks, to 24H;autumns, to i6?d;horse hair, from
i3^d to iß{d.

Sheepskins.
—

At the last sale we offered a large catalogue
composed principally of well-dried skins. Bidding was brisk,
and prices were fully up to last week's rates. Best halfbred,
GiH to 7d; medium to good, s\d to 6d; inferior, 4d to 4^d;best crossbred, s£d to6{d;medium to good, 4,Jd to sJd;inferior,
3d to 3kl;best merino, 5.M to G^d;medium to good, 4d to sd;lambskins, to 53d.

Tallow and Fat.— Best rendered tallow, 20s to 22s (casks),
17s to 19s (tins); medium to good, 15s to 165 6d;best rongri
fat, 16s to iSs;medium to good, us to 14s.

;
Mirabeau says:

'
Among tHe greatest inventions df theHumanmind are writing and money, the common language of intelli-gence, and the common language Shdrthandis the logical development of the "art vdf" writing. Writing wasoriginally a niatter .of chisel and stp'ne. -The Arabic alphabet

and the invention of the printing.-press represented marvellous
stndcs forward in the preservation in- permanent fbrrri of theideas of men. But almost as far back as recorded history' go'ei?there existed the desire and the means' .to record the spbl^ri
word as fast as it was uttered. The Chinese had a system dfshorthand .3000 years a£o ;- the Romans had a system of arbi-trary signs for each word, which was practically a systera-ofshorthand. The world progresses: About 1837 Gabelsberger, iriGermany, and P,tman, in England, perfected systems of short-hand on the truesound-writingbasis. These systems representedthe most advanced thought in this field for the next 50 yearsThen Mr. John R. Gregg originated a system which elimi-nated posmom writing, shading, and the backhand slant of thetnJ}'TT ■ ,In\mediately the "eW Systet? Sained headwa,,although its introduction of labor-saving,machinery was foughtin the industrial world. Inspite of this opposition, Gregg Short-hand has grown in popularity in all parts of the "world, until itjs now the leading system.

~ "' " "

Full regarding., the Gregg System can 'be 'ob-amed upon aPPhcat,on to the New Zealand representative, Mr.J. Wyn Irwin, Gregg Shorthand Institute, Cuba street, Welling-LIVE STOCK

tailolf 110 ■■ t Kossbctham, ladies' and gentlemen'sta.lo.s hsue Just commenced business at 277 George streetDuned.n. They make a specialty of derical workl
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d/n thC Art Gallery' beSinni"g °" Tuesdaynext. Jhe central feature of the carnival will be a game of ■euchre w,th hying .subjects, in addition to whichiheretvTn bedances, charming marches, and intricate evolutions
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DUNEDIN HORSE SALEYARDS.
Messrs. Wrfght, Stephenson, and Co. report-as follows:—
For Saturday's sale we had a medium entry of mixed horses.

The attendance of the public from both town and country wasgood, and in consequence the tone of the market was very healthy,
all our country consignments changing hands under the hammer
at satisfactory prices. Of the draughts forward there were noneof more than average quality, and the prices realised were,therefore, not high, yet, considering the class, they were verygood— viz., up to 10s. A nice order-cart gelding fromLovell's Flat found a now owner at £24. The light harness
sorts forward were a poor lot, and in this section business wasvery limited. Most vendors are keeping back their surplushorses for our annual spring sale (which takes place on August14), and not many sound young draught geldings are comingforward to ihe weekly auction. We quote:

Superior young draught geldings, at from to £50 ■ extragood ditto (prize-winners),at from £ 5o to £ 5S; superior youngdraught mares, at from £ 5o to medium draught maresand geldings, at from £30 to ;aged ditto, at from £i 5i5 to£20; well-matchedcarriage pairs, at from £ 7o to £100; strongspring-van horses, at from to milk-cartand butchers'order-cart horses, at from to ; light hacks, at from£* to £13; extra good hacks and harness horses, at from£13 to £25 ;weedy and good ditto, at from £$ to £7.
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SLIGOBROS,
Mbmbbhs Dunedin Stock Fxohangb.

STOCK EXCHANGE BUILDINGS, PEINCES STREETSTOCK & SHAREBROKERS, MINING
:- InvestmentStocksaSpecialty. *

TELEGRAMS « SLIGO,DUNEDTN."

HORSE-COVERS
OurHorse and Cow-covers are made orf oar own;
premises. We employ the lbesfc:workmen and the;

, best material to be had, and -we guarantee the" ." result). ' ' ' . -
■ .

Wright, Stephenson & Co.,
Ltd " ...; : ."■

Dunedin, Tnvercargill, Gore, Kelao, Edendale,&c.


