
When announcing at the Cathedral on Sunday the re-
opening of the Catholic schools after the midwinter vacation,
the Very Rev. Father Price, Adm., advanced most convincing
reasons why punctuality and regularity of attendance should be
observed.

The members of the Christchurch Catholic Club met in
their rooms on Tuesday evening last to make a presentation to
their secretary, Mr. J. Ainger, who is about to be married. The
president (Mr. D. Edmonds, jun.) made the presentation, express-
ing the good wishes of the members and their appreciation of
the excellent work Mr. Ainger was doing for the club. Messrs.
J. L. Leydon, M. O'Reilly, T. Adams, E. T. Harper, and G.
Dobbs spoke in similar terms, and the Rev. Dr. Kennedy wished
Mr. Ainger and his bride every happiness and expressed the hope
that the club would retain the services of its very useful and
energetic secretary.

We shall not be in a position to announce for a few days
the successor of the late Father Marnane, said the Very Rev.
Provincial at St. Mary's on Sunday evening, but we trust that
he will receive that loyal and faithful support for which the
people are so remarkable. Whilst the number of our priests
are diminishing, our needs are increasing in this Dominion,
said the Very Rev. Provincial, and we must look forward with
confidence for recruits from our Catholic schools. Between St.
Patrick's College and St. Mary's Seminary at Meanee nearly
forty priests have passed to the mission, and are doing noble
work in New Zealand, and every encouragement should be given
the youth who show any indication to follow in their footsteps.

THE LATE VERY REV. FATHER MARNANE

On Wednesday morning a Solemn Requiem Mass was cele-
brated in St. Mary's .Church, Manchester street, for the repose
of the soul of the late pastor of the parish, Very Rev. Father
Marnane, S.M. His Lordship the Bishop pontificated, the Very
Rev. Dean Ginaty, s.M., V.G., being assistant priest, the Very
Rev. Father Regnault, S.M. (Provincial) and Rev Father Coffey
(Adm. St. Joseph's Cathedral, Dunedin) deacons of honor at
the throne, Yen. Archpriest Le xMenant des Chesnais, S.M.
(Temuka), and Rev. Father Hyland (Rangiora) deacon and sub-
deacon respectively of the Mass, and the Very Rev. Father Price
(Adm. Christchurch Cathedral) master of ceremonies. The other
clergy.present were the Yen. Archdeacon Devoy, S.M., Very Rev.
Father O'Shea, S.M., V.G., and Rev. Fathers Hickson and
Bartley, S.M. (Wellington), Very Rev. Dean Smyth, "S.M.
(Hastings), Rev. Father Goggan, S.M. (Napier), Very Rev.
Father Clune, C.SS.R., Very Rev. Dean Bowers (Geraldine),
Very Rev. Dean -O'Donnell (Ashburton), Rev. Father Tubman,
S.M. (Timaru), Rev. Father Hills, S.M. (Leeston), Rev. Father
Richards (Hawarden), Rev. Father Cooney (Lyttelton), Rev. Dr.
Kennedy, Rev. Father O'Hare, S.M., and Rev. Father Peoples,
S.M. (Cathedral), Rev. Fathers Bell, S.M., Kerley, S.M., and
Hoare, S.M. (St. Mary's), Rev. Fathers Ahem and McManus.
A choir of the" clergy intoned most impressively the music inci-
dental to the solemn occasion. Before giving the absolution at
the coffin his Lordship the Bishop, in very touching terms, spoke
of the sad occasion which had drawn them together in such great

numbers, and of the sacred rites performed over the venerated
remains of one whose loss they all so much deplored. With
deep feeling he referred to the life struggles in the face of ill-
health, and subsequent edifying death, of their dear fellow-laborer
in the work of Almighty God. - The splendid results of his zeal,
self-sacrificing efforts, careful administration, and sure but steady
progress were plainly evident throughout the expansiveand widely
scattered parish. Under his skilful guidance, mainly, St. Mary's
had arisen within comparatively few years from very small
beginnings indeed to one of the most important parishes in the
diocese. His Lordship also alluded to the religious life of the
lamented departed, his great devotion to our Blessed Lady,
strict observance to the duties and ceremonies of the Church.
He had thoroughly at heart the spiritual welfare of the flock
entrusted to his care. At the termination of Mass the funeral
cortege left the church, which was crowded to the doors, wending
its way to the Linwood cemetery, amid atmospheric conditions
winterly in the extreme. The pallbearers were Rev. Father
Kerley, S.M. (nephew of deceased), and Rev. Father Hoare
(assistant priest at St. Mary's), as chief mourners, Rev. Father
Tubman, S.M., and Rev. Father Hyland, Rev. Dr. Kennedy,
and Very Rev. Father Chine, C.SS.R. This was the first
instance in the history of the city that a priest has been buried
here. The church was draped in mourning, due to the ladies
of the Altar Society, and as the body was .borne from it the
organist (Mrs. W. Cronin) played the Dead March from 'Saul.'
The funeral cortege was of enormous size, and said to be easily
one of the largest ever seen here. Plis Lordship the Bishop
officiated at the graveside, and, although the rain fell in torrents
during the impressive ritual of the interment, the immense con-
course remained unmoved by the uncomfortable conditions pre-
vailing, few, if any, leaving the spot until the termination of

"the sad ceremony.
There was a very largo congregation at St. Mary's Church,

Manchester street, on Sunday evening. At the conclusion of
Vespers the Very Rev. Father Regnault, S.M. (Provincial), de-
livered an eloquent and touching tribute to the memory of the
late pastor, Father Marnane. From the text embodied in St.
Paul's Epistle to the Hebrews, xiii., 7,

'
Remember your prelates

who have spoken the Word of God,' he referred to the solemn
and impressive, and at the same time sad, ceremony preformed
within the walls of that sacred edifice on last Wednesday morn-
ing. There in the nave was the coffin containing the mortal
remains of their dear departed pastor, upon whose well-known
form their eyes should never again rest in (his world; there
were the mournful drapings of the walls and sanctuary

—
a fitting

accompaniment to the solemnity of the Mass of Requiem, and
the plaintive dirges of the assembled clergy ; and, finally, th-i
procession to the cemetery, all of which formed a scene never
before witnessed in this city of Christchurch. Tears were
brought to the eyos of many in that large congregation, even
strong men were overcome by their feelings. This manifesta-
tion of sorrow was a great consolation, and inspired a hopeful-
ness, it being an excellent proof of the faith and piety of a
Christian people. It showed devotion to their pastor, "and an
undying love and attachment to him who was to them not only
a true priest, but also a father and a friend. Discoursing at
considerable length on the privileges and powers of the priest-hood, the very rev. preacher went on to say that the words
quoted seemed applicable to their late pastor, who, having been
given by a saintly mother from among an ideal Irish family
to the Church, he never rested until his day of ordination came.
With the desire of greater perfection, he entered as a religious
of the Society of Mary, to work for the greater 'glory of God
under the patronage of the Blessed Virgin. How he fulfilled
the three vows of poverty, chastity, and obedience was well known
to his superiors, as it was to those of his flock. Father Reg-
nault spoke of the great devotion of the deceased to the BlessedEucharist; how he loved to offer the Holy Sacrifice as long as
he could ascend the altar steps. One of his last visits to the
Blessed Sacrament was on the festival of Corpus Christi, when,
dragging himself along with faltering steps, helping hands had
to be held out to assist him.; Almost his last action * was the
reception of the Holy Communion, whilst his last words in
fervent thanksgiving was the desire to see his God. Surely some-
thing goodmarked his particular manner at thatmoment. What
passed will only be revealed hereafter, but there seemed little
doubt he received- a glimpse of the New Jerusalem. His words
were like, those of the Blessed Chanel—

'
This day is good, forme, for it.is good to die.' On the .last day of life he gave

another proof of his love for his people, for he asked to be
propped up to watch them coming to church at 11 o'clock. Half
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Napier

(By Telegraph, From Our Own Correspondent.)
July 13.

-
Rev. Father Bartley, 8.A., of St. Patrick's College, is at

present in Napier,and preached last evening at Vespers.
The weekly debate of the Young Men's Club was held last

Tuesday, the subject being
'

Would conscription prove advan-
tageous to the British Empire?' Messrs. J. E. Ward and G.
SindenNled in the affirmative, and Messrs. Doyle and W. Tyne in
the negative. The vice-president(Mr. T. Cunningham) occupied
the chair, in the absence of Mr! Clarkson, M.A. (president).
The chairman awarded thehonors of the debate to the affirmative
side. Mr. Clarkson will deliver a lecture in about a fortnight's
time on

'
Political Economy.' Mr. J. E. Ward, who has ten-

dered his resignation as secretary, in consequence of his departure
for Wanganui, was presented by the members of the club with
a case of pipes.

DIOCESE OF CHRISTCHURCH

(From Our Own Correspondent.)
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