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A rank specimen of the last-mentioned class is {he
author of the slupid romance from distant Nebraska
which has mel with its exposure in the plain, unvar-
nished tale 1old by {he Viear-General of the diocese of
Omaba on 1ihe lenth page of the present issue of this
paper. Further rank specimens of ithe same evil clasg
ar¢ ihe banded, enemies of all religion who concocled,
and, through their echoes in the British press, sent to
the ends of ihe Tnglish-speaking world the malevolent
stories—now iriumphantly vefuled—of the * ahomina-
tions ' alleged to De praclised in Catholic charitable
and educational insliluies al Varazze and elsewhere in
Ttaly. The calumnies here referred to were the work
of what Editor Brann calls * the stupid prevaricator ',
They were merely the coarse brutalities of the den and
the sireel corner ; inartistic in so far 2s they paid no
heed 1o the firsl requisite of successiul falsehood,

‘ Lest men helieve your tale unirue,
Keep prohability in view ’;

and packed with the cvidences of ihe deep and bitter
malevolence which characterises ihe onslaughts of athe-
istic Continental anticlericalism upon religion, its per-
sonnel, and its inslitutions.

*

The campaign of coarse and persisient calumny com-
pelled {ihe formation of a defensive organisation. The
slanderers were broughi to justice, and our.columns
have from time teo lime published (he happy results
of a long scries of libel actions which have taught the
atheistic  press thal {be pgame of priesi-baiting and
nun-harrying contains more risks than red meat. The
Hallan Governmenl {eok coguisance of the shocking
calumnies published by ihe same papers against 1he
Salesians al Varazze and against olher institutes of
(*atholie charily. Tn every instance the irials resulted
in 1he tiiwmph ol the incriminalcd parties. We have
already referred, in previous issues, ip the manner in
which 1ihe anti-Christian press, feiled in ils efforts, en-
deavored 1o cast upon the Church the discredil of such
irrogularitics as occurred in a home for destitute girls
conducted by the female adventurer and impostor, Giu-
seppina Fumagalli. This c¢reature was ne nun; she
had never heen, even for a day, in a religious sister-
hood ; and she disguised herself as a nun mervely for
the purpose of cxiracling coins all the more success-
fully  from {he pockets of the credulous and unwary.
She had heen expelled by {he eivil aulhorities from
Rome as far back ays 1welve vears ago. The Cardinal-
Arehhishops of Turin and Milan derounced the creature
in their cathedral cities, ‘ They did everything
humanly possible ’, says {hc Rome correspondent of the
London * Tablet ', under date August 2, 1907, ¢ to pre-
vent her from weating ibe 1eligious dress, and they
warned their priests 1o refuse her and her com-
panions the Sacraments. The womah was brought be-
fore ihe couris, and {he anticlerical papers only sym-
pathised with her and denounced the ‘¢ priests ' for
their perscculion. Now they denounce the priests for
being in full complicity with her. Baffled in her efforts
io secure recognition from the Church authorities, she
hired an ex-sacrisian, got him 1o don the clerieal
gatb, and visit her miscalled ° religious ' home as its
‘ chaplain '. Later on she picked up an ex-priest and
associated him with hersell in her {raudulent work.

The denouement came in due course at a farcical
Star Chamber ° trial’ in Milan. The result has been
sufficientiy indicated in a previous issue of this paper.
The bogus ‘ nun ’, her servant woman, the sham ‘father
confessor ’, and a priest in good standing were accused
of a series of grievous charges in connection with the
Fumagalli institute in Milan. The well-informed Roman
editor, “ Vox Urbis ’, writing in ihe * New York Free-
man’s Journal ’ of May 2, 1808, tells how the devoted
and calumniated priest who was among the accused
f was in America, working hard on the mission, when

the news flashed all over the world that hie was
accused by Lne of the young vietims of the crime, and
without wailing for a momeni he erossed ihe ocean and
gave himsell up 1o the aullorilies. That was the
act of a hero—lor he must have known that he would
have been treated here with all manner of indignity
both by the police and the press, and it was possible
that he might have remained for years instead of
months in prison without a {rial. On Monday evening
he left the courl absolutely acquiticd of even the
faintest suspicion—and the onc witness against him
confessed thal she had been induced to lie owing to the
methods adopted in the first examination of her. The
poor servant woman was also acquitted—not a particle
of evidence of any kind was alleged against her. The
psendo-nun Fumagalll was also acquitted absolutely of
all the charges on which she was tried—but was sen-
tenced to ten months in prison on an entirely different
charge, that viz., of having sought to favor the escape
of the fourth defendani. Ile has heen sentenced to
imprisonment for sixteen years !’

Of the fourth accused’s conviction, * Vox Urbis®
writes as follows in the same issue of our esteemed
New York contemporary i—

‘It is no exaggeralion {o say thai this verdict has
excited the horror and indignation of the great majority
of those who have followed the details of the trial’;
it has proved with abundant clearness that he was not
in Milan at the time the crimes were alleged to have
heen commitied. The wilnesses agalnst him openly re-
tracted in the court their {lrst accusations, and affirmed
them again after ihey had been dismissed ; there were
numerous wilnesses who proved ithat tihey had been per-
suaded, urged, ordered, to tell the judge thatl their firs
story was true and themr second story was false, and
their third- story A1rue. I{ was shown that 1he mat-
erial evidences of the crime might be traced to quite
another source than ihat of the unfortunate man in
the deck. All 1o no purpese—somebody musi be con-
vicled, and he was the onlv one left. O course his
tawyers have at once ledged an appeal, and it may be
safely affirmed that the resull of the fulure sentence
will be the righting of {his grave miscarriage of jug-
tice.’

On the very same day that this trial came fo an
end ’, continues ‘ Vox Urhis’, fa decision was given
abselutely  acguitting the -ictimg of calumny in  the
Salesian College of Varazze. These 1wo instances
formed the nucleus of thal horrible ouibreak of alleged
scandals which shocked 1ke civilized world lasl summer.
In the interval 1ibe score or moere of olher scandals
foisted on religious instifutious haie Dbeen shown {o be
withoul foundation.’

Notes

—_—_— .
s Wasn't Loaded’

Farly last week {wo hoys up Neorth weni oul with
2 gun that, of ecourse, * wasn’t loaded ’. The local
paper reporis that {he service at ihe graveside, over
the younger of the pair, was ' very impressive’. There's
no gun so deadly as the one that 'isn’t loaded '.

Cardinal Logue and Dr. Neligan

We quote elsewhere in (his issue some remarks re-
cently made hy the Anglican Bishop of Auckland in re-
gard 1o ‘ muck-rake Imperialism ', Remembering with
whatl violence and aplomb a number of cur secular
newspapers fell upon Cardinal Logue in connection with
that hogus ©interview ' in New York, we are waiting
with some anxiety lo sce what is going lo happen to
Dr. Neligan,

A Mighty Growth

In 1813 (according to the archives of Baltimore
cathedral) six priests ministered to some 20,000 souis
in the whole Staic of New York and part of New
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