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across the Strait, he continues :—'I have calculated
our coutse for Wanganui and steered siraight for the
mouth of the river. The next norning at break of day
we were ofl the river’s mouth, from which a cloud of
misl  was drifting out belore ihe cold morning  land
breeze. The sea was quile smooth, so0 I beat up into
the fog 1ill the water shoaled and then anchored in nine
feet wntil I could make oui the passage over the bar,
The peaks of Tongariro glowing with the sunshine tow-
ered over the lop of 1lie nust as we advanced, and
Mount Egmonl's snowy cap peeped out of the clouds to
the weslward as the sun spread its light that way.’

For the inlormation of present-day readers, I give
hereunder extiracts from an execlient and comprehensive
article on the carly Catholic missionary effort at Wan-
ganui and up-river Nalive selilements, conilributed 4o
the ' Tablet  in Oclober, 1894, by a ¢ Clerical Visitor’ .
‘ Father Bernard, 8.3., was the first Cathotic mission-
ary who preached by the Wanganui—iar down its course.
His visil was a fiying one, but he instructed and bap-
lized four Maoris, and found the field =o promising that
he induced Father Lampila, 8.7, to found o mission on
the river in 1832,  Father Bernard, after being sent
as a missionary 1o New UCaledonia, was  drowned
whilst attempling, in a heavy sea, 1o reach a dying
Christian.,  Father Lampila took up his quarters in the
Maori village of Kafwaiki, which is situated on the leit
bank of the river, aboul ten miles from Wanganui. His
aim was 1o

Civilise as well as Lo Christianise

the Nattves—a wise policy pursued with marked sue-
cess by the other French mssionaries in the Colony,
and notably at Otlasi by Father Comte, whose name
15 sl held o vencration by the Maoris of all the dis-
tricts around. I pursuance of this plan of operations,
Faiher Lampila—with the aid of a lay Brother and his
Maorn comverts—bwly and eguipped a flour mill at Kai-
wathl, and introduged other improvemenis in the con-
ditten of the local tribe that attracted the notice of a
cehtef  of  hawagroa {(aboul a mile below Jerusalemy),
who imvited ihe whilte Father to settle among the peo-
ple. The pious missionary took advantage obf this new
door thal upened 1o tus zeal. e visited Kawaeroa
and  other places up and down the river, built other
flour nnlls, 1ntroduced the cultivation of wheat, planted
m o osurtable places along the banks gardens of plums,
pears, apples, uinces, and vines, which are siill to be
scent as jou go up and down the river, and which, de-
spite negleet and  lack of cuitivation, still produce
crops of frurl 1 whieh the Maoris do a considerable
trade,  Father Lamptla had been preceded in his mis-
stonary elloils by a Protestent clergyman, a Rev. Mr.
Taylor, who had wmade converis along the river. The
good Father, however, won a great number of the
Protestants as well as the pagan Maoris, and in  a
short time had ingtrucled and baptised aboul a thou-
sand converts. Ile built a small ehurch on the river
hank al Kawacroa. This was soon too small for his
fast-growing congregation, and he erccted anoiher, and
larger one  on higher ground. This i turn ptoved
auite inadequale for tihe needs of his wonderfully sue-
cessful missionary woerk, 1le therefore proceeded with
the erection of a large church, furnished with aisles,

and handsomely ornamented throughout with Maori
carvings and paintings.  The moment of the greatest
success of the =zealous missionary’s labors, however,

was c¢lose 1o the hour of ils fall. The fierce wars of
the ‘sixties’  broke out. They aroused a fury ,of
racial passion againsl which the fickle heart of  {ihe
Maori was not proof. The fanaiic 1Tau-haus invaded
Father Lampila’s  mission. The famous hattle of
Moutoa was fought on the island of the name a few
miles down the river from .Jerusalem. The Hau-haus
were driven off by the Christian Maoris, and a grim old
warrior—siill a member of the true fold—showed us in
his whare the mere with which he sliced off, in single
combat, ithe fop of the skull of the Hau-hau leader.
This wviclory saved Wanganui and the lower reaches of
the river from the Hau-hau invasion from that uar-
ter. The Hau-haus were subsequently driven from the
pah in which they had entrenched themseives on a spot
near where the convent now stands. This is locally
Enown as the hattle of Eloutahi. These were, how-
ever,
Pyrrhie Viclories

for the faith in and about .Jerusalem. TFather Lam-
pila’s best and most influentiial catechists and converts
wera among lthe dead at Moutoa and Houtahi. This
was, considering the character and work of the cate-
chists, a great blow to 1he mission. It was jollowed
by another. Government induced the Maoris of the
digtrict to invade Taupo, Tauranga, etc. They did good
service there—capilured the Hau-hau chief, Akaria (a
feat which the whites failed to perform), and recsived

-

(It is said) £500 for his head. One of Akaria’s cap-
tors is living in hale old age at Jerusalem. The loss
of his ecatechists, ihe demoralisation of the long-con-
tinued wars, and iribal and raeial hate soun destroyed
the best resulis of Father Lampila’s mission.+ Some
clung with touching fdelily to the fajth, 'Fhe best of
them continued in later years Lo bring their ehildren
for Baptism to Wanganui, but others were carried
away into indificrence or hostility by the passions of
the time. Father Lampila took charge of Wanganui,
and the fine new chureh at Kawacroa was destroyed.
Among the other zealous French missionaries who lab-
ored in that part of the Colony during those 1roubled
limes were Father Pertws, 8., Father Rollin, 8.M.,
Father Perant, S.M., and Father Sauzeatn, S.M. When
the troubled times were over, and the lapse of time
had begun to mellow the biller niemories of the war,
Father Pertuis returned to Jerusalem. FHe also speut
a few moenths there in (1 think) 1879, gave instrue-
tions, and baptised. Father Soulas paid a six~-weeks'
visit to Jerusalem in 1883, baptised 52 children and
adults, celebrated several marriages, and found a har-
vest of souls ready for the reaper.  The Maoris peti-
tioned ihe Bishop to leave lum in Jerusalem. Theix
request was granted, and in June, 1883, Faiher Soulas
teft Hawke’s Bay, took up his abode permanently in the
shattered mission, and sel lo work to repair the evils
of the past, with a zeal and energy which God has
blessed with an abundant measure of suecess.
{To he continued.)

Alleged Clerical Scandals in Italy

+ S

The hibel Irom © Liosd's Weekiy ’ regurding the tal-
ian clergy, which we dealt wilh in our editorial
columns last week, found its way into the bk
pages of some of e secular papers of New Zealand,
among others the Auckland * Star.” The fiction was
effeclively  disposed of by the following letler which
appearcd in the issue of 1hat journal of Jume 13. The
communication appeared  over the initials, *W.H.ML)!
which are those of a weil hnown priest in  (he Auck-
land diocese .—

' CRIMINAL CLERICS ()

“** Whom the gods wish 1o destroy they first
make mad,” So runs the e¢ld pagan aphorism ; bui
whom 1ihe atheists and rabid anti-clericals of Conti-
neztal Europe wish to destroy they first make ““bad.’’
hence the  campaign of slander and calumny whieh
was inaugurated in France by the ““ ni Dien ni l‘.homm_e”
party, and engincered in Italy by their enussaries, with
disastrous results 1o the libellers themselves, as  the
following extracis from English and American papers
will show, as they also prove that the members of
the Italian priesthood are not the criminal cleries
that the gutter press of Italy, controlled by the
atheistic ' blog,”" endeavored 1o show them to Dbe.

‘A case whichh was exploited to a great extent by
ithe reptile press was that of t{he woman Fumq.galh, a
haby farmer, who opencd a housc and called it the
“ Consolata Convent @Girls’ Orphanage,’ and though she
was never & nun, she and her companions, who were
of the same class as herself, solicited alms irom ere-
dulous people, from whom {hey begged in the garb of
nuns. They were denounced to the police of Mlla_n on
twa occasions by Cardinal Ferrari, the Arch‘bushqp,
but the police look no actlion uniil one of those vic-
timised laid an information against the impostors for
obtaining money under false prelences.  The home was

broken up, the bogus nuns dispersed, and Fumagalli
is now in gaol. ) )

fIn its  issuc of  January 11, the Philadelphia
‘“ Catholie Standard »’ publishes, in the course of &

letier from ils Rome correspondent, the following batch
of fresh exposures of calumnies lhat were set afloat
by the Masonic and Socialist press :— i

vt Af (Genoa, ‘11 Lavoro'! has been gbllgcd to
swallow i{s accusations agninst the chaplain of the
Immacolatine, alsoe 1n relation to the * flight' of Sis-
ter Guizzardi from tihe house of t}'w D,ew{otee,. announ-
ced by 1lhe same paper. The °flight ' in this case
was a rather peculiar vne. With the permission of
her superiors, the relipious visited her home to assist
at the dying bed of her aged mother. .

¢ v On information received, the peace authorities
of Cotfrone hurried to the orphanage of th,at place to
save the children from the ' terrible sticks’ of the Sis-
ters. After a lengthy examination, they ftrudged home
denouncing  under their  breath the clever scoundrels
it d them. . .
“ho‘ ‘l‘m"lghéogréat agitation of the anti-elericals at Adria
in consoquence of the *flighl’ of a nun with a local
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