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NEW: ZEALAND TABLET

Thureday, June 25, 1908,

5th Section, ihat dealing with robberies and swindles.
Positions are ” thus created _for. four new examining
magistrates, two new deputles and four new magis-
irates’ clerks.™ <

Religion and Insanity :

Cable messages from Melbourne record ihe case of
the man Pincombe, who sent ithreatening letters to the
local Protestant and Cafholic clergy, and finally ¢ drew
a bead’ on the TRev. Mr. "Robinson. The trouble-
arose out of the fact that the man's wife has Dbeen
for some time in a hospilal for the insane, suffering.
from religious mania, and the wnhappy man (who is
also apparenfly demented) has, in consequence, “con-
ceived a hitler hatred of creeds and clergy of every
kind. On receipt of the first cable message, a seculaf
contemporaly jumped to° the rather hasty conclusion
that religion is, in a’ way, a predisposing -tause’ of
insanity.
for all things; and religion and its. -principles are
necessary for the completion -and rounding off. of
even the physical side of our nature. The * S.H! Ré‘—
view ’, in its issue of April 25, quoles from an article
in a’ Protesta.nt paper on religion and insanity.

gquotes an interesting stalement made to him
course of a private letter hy- D1
who (says the * S.H. Review ') *

in the
A, B, Ru.ha,rdson
was for many Vears

in charge of instituiions of .the insane, .the last being.

the United States Hospital “al Washinghon.  Dr.
Richardson replies to Dr. Jordan’s inquiry about the
amount of insanity attributable.to religion :
asked me a very easy question. ¥ have tested the.
matter thoroughly. There are only two patients in
the hospital whose insanity has any relation to reli-
gion, and I think, from their, predisposition to insanity,
that they would probably have become insane on some
other subject if they had not on religion. Now, it~
you had asked me how many people in Ohio are kept
by religion Irom insanity and out of ihese hospitals,.
you would have given me a question hard to answer,
for they are a multitude. The good cheer, bright
hopes, rich consolations, good tempers, regular habits,
and glad songs of religion are such an antidote. for
lthe causes of insanity, that thousands of people in
Ohio are preserved from insanity by them. But for the
beneficent influence of religion, Ohioc would have 1o
double the capacaty of her hospitals in order to BCCOm-
modate her insane patients .’

This would lead {o a condition somewhat similar
to that which was described by James d.. Petigru when
he was asked the way to the Charleston Insane Asy-
lum. ° My dear sir’, he replied, ® take any road. You-
can't go astray, 'The whole State is one vast insane
asylum .
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A Conveni; Romance

Some weeks ago we commented on an American
convent romance that was evidently concocted by some
one who helieves in. the prmclple enunciated in Kipling's
‘A Day’s Werk ' that ° there is no sense in telling
too much truth’. The story has appeared m‘ severzl
versions, all wmkcd up in the true style oi the jour-
nalism that is * yellow’. Al the versions _concur in
mal{mg the hercine a Good Shepherd nup, - -Sister Flor-
ence ’ (!), and in endowmg her with a. beauty that was
perfectly intolerable,.and in giving hér g ¢ lovior true.’,
At one time this was a workman employed—m the eon-
vent laundry ! At another time, he'is a lawyer from a-
neighboring town, who conilrived to see the resplendent
creature surleptltlously—m the noviciate ! Of tourse
an' ‘escape’ was arranged—the nun of romance never
goes out in tho usval prosaic way, by.the front door.
Like the cow of the nursery fale, she has to jump over.
the '‘moon—or {0 imitate the folly 'of the supposedly -
wigsest ol all insects, the ant, when, dragging a’ dead
weevil to- its nest; it encounters on its path a thisile

- LY

But piety, according 1o St. Paul, is useful

The |
article is by Dr. Starr Jordan, of Columbus, and. he

* You have _

. as any monkey;,
4 whole commumty

, stlrrmg incidents by ﬂo'c-;l and field.
_ ought "to have cnded “as all fairy

‘would just walk around- it and proceed serenely

of the Scotch or Ca.nadlan va.ncty. I-nsects thl:
more common-sense and less’ reputation for intelligence
on
their .nestward way. Not so -the wisest insect. It
tlimbs the thorny stem——backw&xds—lug;gmg ifs burden
with ludicrous toilsomengss up tlte prickly ascent to
the top of its topmost ﬂower, and then, with, many a

fall- and many a pnck, it descends the further side.
L ]

This :s the way in which the aun of antl—convent
romance ‘escapcs”’. “The front door is open to her;
but her exit must of . course, be made * after the
fashion of the rqnt"s * hauling home’, with incredible
and- ludicrously unnecessary toil and adventure. * Sister
Flotence ’ ‘esca.ped ? in two or three “difierent ways,
Hep ‘lovier'® ‘and _she encbanged g.arbs—mz,lde the con~",
vent, hy. day- t.hey\ likewise dmd not. cxcha.nge gaﬂss, :
but . he Temained, outside, w}nle she scrambled—»a.t -the ,
thchmg ‘hout déww by -windows:.apd--walls as mmb}y,
and ﬂaw, puTsued for- miles® by vthe

acmss thie” snow—covcrcd fl.elds Th;:
course qf true .love, /in this_as in. many other. -cases, -
did noti-Tun: smoothly 'I‘he Eugitwc was: dlscovemd by
the- searchers ih*a -hotel in a meighbgrifg” town, and.-
bxoug;ht baek.- 'I'hen her laborer—la,wym “suéd far a
writ -of habeas. corpus, the conrt a.wa.rded h1m Florence ,
an obliging : ‘magistrat.e 'ma.cle them one,. alter many
-And the story
tales ‘should -end-¥
‘They hved hz»pplly e.ver aitexwaxds ’ s

1t
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’I‘hc endmg, ho“ever was less roma.nt,mu One: ver-'
sion of the romance (published in New Zealand) piaced*

 the scere in an unnamed . Good Shepherd _convent in the .

_ pricked.

‘ mmate or" the. reEormatory——a non Ca.thohc girl.

State of Nebraska. The- others were “less -discreet—
they gave the name of the Good Shepherd Convent-in -
Omaha, Nebraska. And then the indiscreet bubble was
We quote ‘the exposure of the insanely pre-
posterous story from the Milwaukee ‘ Catholic Citi-
zen' of May 2, 1908 : ‘ In a “letter to “the editor of
“t The Cleveland Universe , Monsignor Colaneri, Vicar-+
General of the Omaha diocese, thus- shows-up its fal--
sity : ‘I have not Sseen ‘the "scandalous story you re-
fer to, but I can give you the details of the case that '
I presume furnished the basis for it. Last Thursday .
an A.P.A- attorney.of- this city, at.the instance of an.

Y dlscharged“=employee oi ‘the Good Sbepherd convent se-

' 'I‘he
case was -.not. contested of course, and the Mother_
Superior made na: objection, to _the girl’s- leaving.. That.
is "all there is im ‘the' “story- “The atterney—-mspxred
by . what “notives. i ‘am unable tb sa,y—-gave out to the
leporf.els a supposedly romantic’ story ~ahout the
case. I do not -know how far he, was respon:slbl_&( “for
the scandalous st’ory'sent Yo the Eastern papers.'-

. ‘So’, adds the ¢ Cathohc LCitizen ’, * it will appear
Florcnce Wwas not ‘2 nun and not a Catholic—merély a"
penitent. The, ** escaped nun.”’.was not a nun at all,
and there was' no escape. It appeared that .the Mo-:
ther Superlor was not setvéd with-a writ of ' habeas
corpus ’’, as she was gmite willing to let thie non~
Ca.thohc Florence Tinsley, depart wltliout ob;ectmn '
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- Although King deatd’s cook receives o salary ol

. £2000 per -abpum, he 4§ not-called upon to. prepare an
' elaborale meal- every- time his Majesty dines at Wind-.
- sor- Castle or -Buckingham. Palace.
" taining; the King much prefers a- simple menu, and the

Unless he is enter--

same remark appheb to - the tastes of Queen Alexanﬂra

Cot We'rll cut the Pa,nafma Canal 1’
Said Uncle Sam. ‘. Yorll see we sha.ll' .
© - : We sha’ly.no sham "
As sure’'s I am .
The boss tobacco-chewer, v
" But during winter time, I BUess, .
For voughs: andl colds we can’t do less -
Than--ease the workman’s wheeziness
With Woods' Great Peppermint Cure.!



