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* Punishment as merifed - as it is severg has over-
iaken Don Giovanni Riva, a licensed priest of the arch:
diocese of Turin, who, at Milan. Assizes, on Monday,

was sentenced to siXteen  years’ imprisonment for habi-.

tual corruption of the immates of the Consolata Con-

vent Girls' Orplranage -in Milan, of which institution he”

was father confessor. ~ - :

‘ The trial, which has lasted a long-ilime, was heard
with closed doors, but ‘the facts have been supplied to
the press by the legal reporters.- . The jury- found Don
Riva guilty in all * cases, and denied -that there were
any extenuating circumstances.
priest and the vice-dircetress, bui sent thg Mother Su-
perior, SBuora Maria Fumagalli, to prison for ten
months for having siriven to hush up the scandal by
concealing the confesspr’s erimes: .

* Fumagalli’s institute at Turin was under the sane-
tion of Cardinal Richelmy, Archbishop of Turin. to
whom she had begueathed evervthing, but Cardinal Fgr—
rari, Archbishop  of " Milan, had' declined to- authorise
the house; parily bLecause the nuns- dids-n'ot observe the
rule of enclosure, and "partly -because of {he dirty-state
of" the building.’- - - .- S :

So much for the romaunce. Now for the reality.

o W g "
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It is difficult 1o write temperately of such. a
blackguardly perversion of notorious facts as ‘ Lloyd's
Weekly * has given to ifs readers. 'The Fumagalli
scandals have been bhefore the world for over .a year
pasf; the whole working of the frawdulent business has
been turned inside out; every journal in Italy and in
England that has not heen * nid-nid-nodding * is aware
of the facts of the case; and orily_,‘ 4 conscious perver-
ter of {futh ‘could have been guilty of laying before
the public the scandalous misrepresentations gnoted
above from ' Lloyd’s '. Our readers have from time
to time been kept abreast of the Fumagalli fraud, and
those of alert atiention and passable memory will
readily vrecall +thé 1rue position of affairs. We may,
however, briefly recall the facts. *Lioyd's ’ romance
tells its readers (1) that the Fumagalli woman was a
nun (it calls her ‘ Suora '—that iz * Sister Y3 (2) that
she was {he ' Superior ’ of a * Convent Girls’ Orphan-
age ab Milan'; (3) that Fumagalli's institute at Turin
was under the sanclion of the Cardinal-Archbishop : {4y
{kat the Tardinal-Archbishop of Milan did not ¢ author-
ise * the house, and for two reasons, one of which was
that the ‘ nuns’ did unot * observe the rule of enclo-
sure ' ; and (5) that ‘ a licensed priest of the archdio-
cese of Turin’' was ' father confessor ’ of the * Supora !
Fumagalli's ¢ Convent Girlg’ Orphanage at Milan ' and
was guilty of * habitual corruption of the inmates ',

.

So runpeth °Lloyd's® envenomed romance.
reader is now asked to mark lLow plain a tale will
put it down. (1) The Fumagalli woman was never a
nun. She was simply an adventurer and impostor who
—idespite the repeated and public protests of the Can-
dinal-Archhishop , aud his sirong appeals to the local
authority—decked herself oufr in nun's attire, in order
the better to further her money-raising objects. (2
Her ©institutes ' at Turin and Milan were not ¢ con-
venfs ' ; there were no * puns '.in them ; and the only
females associated. with.the Fumagalli . impostor were
—of -the, Fumagalli brand, and fit partners with her
in- the seandals: which- the ecclesiastical authority had
denounced lohg and earnestly before the criminal law
was put into motion against the den which ‘Lloya’s’
turns into & convent.  (3) Fumagalli's other ¢ insti-
tute-’ in Turin. was not approved by the Cardinal-
Archbishop, and the story of her generous bequest to
him is "all a myth. (4) 1% is true that the Cardinal
Archbishop of . Milan -did not “authorise’ the Fuma-
galli denin his cathedral city. But it is not true that
he refused * partly because the nuns did nof observe
the rule of enclosure’. He refuged all along, and all
along urged the civil authorities to take - action, sim-
ply because he knew that the creature was an impos-
tor and adventuress wholly unfitted to be entrusted
with the care of children, and the alleged f nuns'.

They acquitted another,

. with.

"'The.

were not nuns, but the dupes or accomplices of the
crimi-x_ml who is now expiating her deeds in’ gaol. (5).
Every Catholic schoolchild knows that a priest.who is
merely ‘licensed ' in 1ihe archdiocese of Turin is not
thereby empowered io be * father confessor* 1o anm
institute in Milan, or even to lLear any confession what=
soever in Milan. To do so he must receive ‘faculties’
from the Car@inal-Archbishop of Milan. But “ta) no
* licensed priest of the archdiocese of Turin ' ‘had any .

. connection whatever with the Fumagalli * institute *, or

any part in the scandals that arose in conmection there-
{b) There was no * father confessor ' whatsoeveér
in - conmection with" that ° institute ' ; nor had anmy
‘ licensed ’ priest either of {he archdiocese of Milan, or
of Turin, or of any other diocese in Italy, any con-.
nection, either official- or unofficial, with the pIace.‘(c)

‘| The scandals that arose—and they were of the gravest:

kind—-wpre- ‘perpetrated, not by any * father confessor i)
but by the Fumagalli impostor's male partnéis in the'
business. And it is fo the credii of the .Church that
they were under her ban long before the criminal law-
was set in motion against them, and ihat no practising -

+ Caiholic had any share in the conecern.

Two or three other *fairy tales from a far-off land *
appear in the * Lloyd's ' cutiing. They are of .a piece

't with the Fumagalli tale, and all (or at least most of

them) have already been exposed in our editorial* or-
news columus. - - ~ -

SOCIALISM

II. DIFFICULTIES OF SOCIALISM : ORGANISA-
TION ; SUPPLYING WANTS; ASSIGNING

EMPLOYMENTS ; REMUNERATION; MO..
TIVE.

(Continued,)

TRADE UNIONS T0O BE WELCOMED.

Further, let me repeat a phrase in it, as afiecting
our' present circumstances in Great Britain : ¢ If Union-
Ism 18 crushed, Socialism will thrive in its stead.’
These words seem 1o me very wise, and a warning o
those among us who witlh untimely timidity are hostile
to” Trade Unions. Thus in America. Monsignor Spald-
ing, the friend of the Unions, has sorrowfully to recog-
nize the evil that Socialists enter inlo them, and seek
to rule them, causing disorder, promising Utopias, and
vietimizing 1he worlkmen by deception. But this is no
wonder, because Ametica, as you know, is where the
forces of organized capital have sought to break the
Unions by vast ivee labor agencles, by blacklisting, by
the use of armed mercenaties, by the misuser of the
laws of conspiracy which the employers in combination
can themselves evade. Moreover, in America. the consti~
tutional law of free contract has been 50 interpreted as -
to hamper alike the Factory Acts and Trade Unions ;
4 sympathetic strike has becn held to bhe illegal, and
statutes have been declared unconstitutional if they for-
bade the:' discharge of a workman , for. belonging” to g
Trade Union; similarly laws forbidding the truck sys-
tem or commanding weekly payment of wages have heen
set aside as’'-unconstituiional. (1Y 'The cry, * Down’
with Unionism ! ’ awakens as iis echo the cry, ‘Up
with Socialism !’ The same thing happens in Ger
many. There the liberty of workmen's associations is.
limited and precarious; they lack co-operative rights:;~
they require a license from the loeal authorities, aré-at
the -mercy of local officials, and are strictly- bound - 4o
keep to-specific questions of work and wages, élse arg-
liable t0 the penal law.. And in Germany a vast pro<’

. portien of the "working classes are avowed Socialigts, -

and form the great Soelal: Democratic Party  against’
which Count Buelow, the héad of the Empéror's Govern-
ment, urges all the other parties to join-in alliance, as
against public enemies. - o -
And here in Great Britain the friendliness towards
Trade Unions in the early seventies that I remember
has given way to “the old suspicion and. dislike,’ and’

- instead of welcoming {hese great organized bodies, of

linking them up with the law and the Staie (s0 well
done in New Zealand and Australia), or of using .them
as an invaluable ally in the campaign against unemploy-
ment, the hostility to them culminated in the Taf Vale

1 Bee the small volume, Qur Benesolent Feudatism, by the Boclalist, W. J. Ghent

New York, 1902,



