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Current Topics

Court of Criminal Appeal A HER ]

The® brief lines cabled to these countries regarding
the firs6 sitling of the Court of Criminal Appeal a few
days ago, indicate an important improvement in British
criminal law. Within living meniory, jurors were, under
British law, allowed lo acl as witnesses in ecriminal
cages ; till a comparalively recent date no provision
was made for the delence of prisoners unable to procure
it for themselves, and the right of defence ithroughout
ihe entire trial, even on 2a cppital charge, was noi
recognised at Jaw 1ill the year (1837) in which the lale
Queen Victoria ascended the throne. The world Feeps
moving. And though near in time, we-are far in feel-
ing from the methods that obtained in ihe days of
¢ Batanides ' Carhamplon, or even in those of “such enyi-
nent advocates of ecriminal law vetormr as Romilly and
Mackintosh. '

reasm—
¢ A Little Help’

We have a profound respect for the Ifew Protes-
tant clerical and lay workers who expend ¥ime and
thought and personal effort to bring the knowledge of
Christ and of His law to the children {hat sit in the
darl.ness and the shadow of death ol a secular o1 secu-
larist  system of public instruction. But there are
many others who, like David Harum’s second ‘ equine
wonder ’, don't lay holt on cur aficclions Lo lhe same
exlent. We refer Lo the easy-chair clerical * bodies'
who wake up at conference-time or on the approach of
general elections and slay the secularity of ‘the sys-
i{em ' with their mouths. Then they fall back into the
cushions again, auwd so far as the active work of the
religious instruction of the little men and maids at
school is conecrned, remain in a siate of suspended ani-
maion 1l another synod or conference or asscmbly
comes around, or a geaneral eleclion siirs them from
iheir long hibhernation., And then tlheir waking is as

that of the dormouse of * Alice in Wonderland ',
*

Auckland and Gishorne and a few olher places have
recently heen furnishing us with some examples of the
actite and many of the dormouse variely of those who
deplore the lack of religious {raining in our schools.
'he Jatter remind one of Thackeray’s story of the un-
happy Werther and of the phiecgmatic Charlotite :—

)’

*Werther had 3 love for Charloile
Such as words could never ulter
Would you know how first he met her ?
She was cutling bread and butter .

Werther *sighedl and pined ard egled ’ in vain, 1ill
one day ‘ he blew his silly brains out’.

f Charlottie, having seen his bhody
Borne before her on a shuttler,
Like a well-conducted person,
Went on cutling bread and bulter’,

Amidst the havoc wronght by lack of duc religious
instruction, so many of our clerical friends of ihe sep-
arated creeds are comlent to go on secrencly * cutuing
bread and butier ' as if {1he matier were no parlicular
concern of theirs—waiting on in tihe vain hope that
public officials may some day or other he forced 1o
shoulder this elementary duly of lhe Christian minjs-
try. There is not, after all, so very much 1to choose
between fiddling over the burning ruin of a cily and
merely talking, talking, talking over the spiritual Tuin
that comes to childven brought up in ignorance of the
teachings and the duties of religion. That Ssort of
periodical ialk passes (lo use Carlyle’s phrase) like the
snowflake on the river or the foam of penny beer.. The
old French couplet halh it ihat

¢ Uns; chevalier, n'en doublez pas,
Doight ferir hault, et parler bas’—
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a knight of the cross should speak soft but strike hard
—work much and falk little. * Ah, thank’ee, pelghhor’,
said a perspiring sheep-drover to one who *shoo'd’
away #his flock from going down a wrong road ;
‘ thanlee—a little help is worth a deal of pitying talk *,
Heaven’s blessing be upon those of our separated breth-
Ten that run and toil 1o ¢ shoo’ the lambs of Christ's
flock from wandering down the wrong road ! And may
wisdom come to those”who sit with folded arms and
periodically tail pitying plalitudes 1o the winds, when
they ought to be giving a *little help' to keep the
‘littte fock ' on the narrow road that leads to Life !
[—————

Anti-treating

In ¢ The Maltworm's Madiigal ’, Ausiin Dobson tells
of the love-lorn beer-swilier who drank of {he ale of
Southwark and drank of the ale of Chepe, and paid
vain court to ‘sweet Alison', who greeted his voming
with a ‘Te-[ee! ' and a

e r ‘
' Fye on thy ruddy ‘nose, cousin ! Why be ihine eves so
1

small ?

Wh}; ir:lof' thy legs lap-tappety, like men that fear to
all 7

Why ist Ehy Ieathern doublel besmeared with stain and
spot 7

Go to! Thou art no man (she saith)—thou art a

poitle-pot ! !

Nowadays the ‘ why’ of the ruddy nose, and the
staincd doublet, and the legs that go lap-tappety, is
largely to he sought in the familiar ¢ speech at the bar’
—*1ihe same again’: in the ireating (or, in colonial,
“shouting ’) habi$ that, as Mr. Kettle, §.M., some time
ago denovnced as ‘1he curse of lhe country'. We
sadly mneed in this counlry an organisalion like that
which, under the title of ihe Anti-treating League, is
deing so muchk for lhe cause of temperance in the Green
Isle. ‘' The pnti-treating movement’, said - Archbishop
Chrislie, ¢f Oregon, a few weels ago, ‘is the most
practicalle temperance reform that has been seb onfoot
in 1his country. It musl commend iiself to every
thinling person. Tt combines in ilsell {wo elements
whicy give it value. In the first nlace it is a mode-
raie movement. Henee it should be easily introduced.
There are several countries of Europe in which the
treating habit is unknown. 7Thers is nothing visionary
in 1he hope ihat it may become obsolete here, In the
second rlace, the anti-ireating rvemedy applies "the
remedy to the real source of ihe drink evil, It is
useless 1o deny that the social glass is responsible for
most of 1he drunkenness and wasteful expenditure of
money conneeted with the liquor iraffic. The sgeial
glass 18 the curse of the young man who has to mpke
his way in the world., It leads him, out of human
respect, o contract the habit of drinh—it leads him to
excess in the use of intoxicants. Tt fosters prodigality
in spending. I am convinced that the treating hgbit
is responsible for the rtuin of thousands of young men
whose prospects for lhife were of the highest.’

Pineal Gland Religion

It is one thing to wear religion as a Sunday coat,.
quite another thing io be steeped with it to marrow-
hone and pincal gland. We try to infuse the pineal-
gland form of religion imto the girls and boys and
hobjledehoys at school, 10 steep them at school in a
religious atmosphere, and not to make religion amat-
ter of one or two hali-hours a week. Qur ‘co-teligion-
ists in (say) Belgium and the Tyrol do the same, and
the result is seen in t{he daifly iives of the people-—a
resull which we in these counlries, where we are . a
small minority in a population of very mixed reli~
gious belicfs, can hardly hope ever fully fo attaim. ‘I
know nothing ', says a travelled writer in * St. Am-
thony's Monthly ' (American), * that sa:dd;ens‘rre mote
than to return to our ecountry after having heen a
little while din Belgium or Tyrol. There the poor
people seem so wonderfully to Iive.inm the presence of

are ptill at 20 CARTLE BTRENT, and will supply you with
any kind of Conl or Firewood you want af Lowssy
TARIFF RATER Emithy Ooals supplied.



