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God. If you were to go through a Tyrolese village
at 8 o'clock in the ovening, vyou- would hea: from
every cottage a bum like ibat of 2 hive of Dwees;
every one, father, mother, children, and servants, saying
their prayers. It is much the’ same al noow, omly
then many of -the people are out of doors in the fields
or in their gardens, The church bell rings at twelve,
and {bt mowers put down their-scythes, gnd take off
their caps, and fold their hands in prayer for about
a minute and then go on with their work. QOne mar-
ket day at Innspruck I was dining, and thefe was a
party of farmers at anbther table having their din-
ner. The church bell rang the Angelus. Then they
all rose up and, standing reverently, the eldest man
in the party began ibe prayer and ihe resl respon-
ded. And the” women shopping were standing siill in
the market and those at the booths selling stood also
with folded hands, and the men had their hats off,
and instead of the buzz of bargaining, rose ihe mur-
mur of prayer from all that-great {hrong.’

We have witnessed the same thing in Spain, in
many parts of Treland, along the CUatholic Rhineland, in
Luxemburg, in the unspoiled places of Ilaly and France
{notably in Britiany and the Auvergne), and among
the Freneh Canadiams, not alone in the old provinces,
but even in the settlements whick they have formed
across the border in Michigan, and in the villages
which (like that of St. Adbert) they have formred in
Manitoba and oiher yortiens ol {he voung and stren-
uous West.

Departed Chivalry

When the Reds of the French Relgn of Terror
dragged gentle women to the scalfgld and let the flying
kwife of the guillotine fall wpon 1heir unoffending necks,
Edmund Burke declared tihat ithe age of chivalry was
gone. There is gzt least as little chivalry in the
heart of official France to-day in its war against reli-
glon as was displayed by Maral and his associates in
the wild campaign against thione and aitar that kept
The Lady Guilloiine busy during the Terror. Death
was then at least swift and the end came soon. Now, ihe
guillotine no longer falls on the bared neck of the
Sister of Charity ; but ihe hand of ihe official burg-
lar seizes her dowry, pluaders the iron pots from the
community kitchen, the sacred vessels of the convent
altar—even the underclothing in the press and on the
clothes-line—and drives the humble scrvani of the poor
from) her home of plety, peuniless, into the world, to
live or starie as circumsiances may hefall.

*

But the ! chivalry * of the burglar order goes siill
furthier. An instance of its legalised operation was
told a few weeks ago by an exiled nun—Sisler Re-
parata, a gifted Irishwoman and descendant of John
Philpot Curran—who recently atrived ai lhe convent of
the Sisters of St. Josepl, in Buffaio, from ihe reli-
gious house in Paris, from which she had been driven
out, stripped-of her habit and almosl penniless. The
convent in Paris was sold and is now 2 vaudesille
theatie. Sister Reparata relates an incident which is
worth recording as an illustration of 1he new Radical-
Socfalist ‘ chivalty . When her community was dis-
baanded, the Sisters driven out on the street, and ihe
convent doors closed behind them, ¢ two Sisters re-
turned to their father's house. The man’, says the
Buffalo * Catholic Union and Times’ (from which we
take the sbory), *had given to each dauchter a dowry
when they entered the convent. Now the (Government
tutned them out penniless, while 1he minions of the
law proceeded to eat and drink his daughters' allow-
ances. Nor did the French Government stop “there.
Soldiers came to his house and declared ome of bhis
daughters must go elsewhere, as it was against lhe
law for two members of a community to live under one
roof. The distracted father protesied that they were
his children, his flesh and blood for whom a second

time he would provide a” livelitood under his roof. It

Wwas no use. Ore dawghter had to go.’

She, too, fled to America to_seel there s home amd

'a livelibood which—becanse of Lhe faith which she pro-

fessed and the habit which she wore—was refused to
her by the modern atheistic exponents of French official
¢ chivalry ', o :
*®

Bat in God's good time the tide will probably turn.
‘To admit’, says ihe learncd Abbe Klein in the At
lantic” Monthly ' for April, * that the Catholic religion
must disappear completely in ¥France would fail to take
account of the laws of life. A great social forece

which bas since early ages penclrated to the depths of

the morals and of the soul of a nation, may be checked
in its manifestalions by mischievous law or decrees of
public power—it cannot be desiroyed by such means.
The spring in the carth which seeks a chance 4o
escape may perhaps be stopped here and there ; hut,
cut off from iis outlet, it will succeed neverthaless in
liberating itself.” And the Pope recently said to the
Bishop of Gremoble: ‘I would like to be able to say -
to you in the words of Our Lord, ‘* Genératio haec
non praeteribit ” (** this generalion shall not pass ) .
but it is not given to me more than to you to read
the future. Will the trial be long or short? I can-
not say. But what I do belicve, and firmly, is that
it will end with the friumph of the Church, and not
only of the Church itself—about which there can be no
doubt at all on account of the promvises Our Lord has
made to her—bui of the Church of France, to which
I have devoted and for which I shall always cherish
a special affection. Tell your people, and pever
cease to repeat, that the first thing necessary is a
return tio the Christian life. There and there alone is
salvation. Many look +tp great things from events
which might lead 1o a change fin ihe policy of the
parties in power. Vain hopes! 1t is idle to change
the Government without a change of heart—it is build-
ing on sand.’

SCIENTIFIC FACTS AND SCIENTIFIC THEORIES

CHRISTIAN FAITH V. SHIFTING HYPOTHESES

AN ARTICLE THAT EVERY CATHOLIC SHOULD READ

The following able and popular presentation of a sub-
jeet of perenmial interest formed the subject of a paper
read at the Preston Catholie Conference by Bertram C. A.
Windle, M.D., F.R.8.,, President of Queen’s College, Cork,
It has been published in pamphlet Fform by the Catholic
Truth Hoeciety, and we ecordially commend its perusal to.
every reader of the ‘N.Z, Tablet’ :— -

Many persons proeclaim, and still more believe, being for
the most part wholly ignorant of ome or other or both snb-
jects, that between religion and science there is an absolute
incompatibility, nay, more, 2 conflict to the death. '

‘0f all antagonisms of belief,” wrote Herbert Spencer,
‘the oldest, the widest, the most profound, and the most
important is that between religion end seienice,’ Thoss who
8till believe in this writer will not be surprised that hia
‘ipse dixit’ carries great weight with the uninformed mul-
titudes whe are incapable of studying the subjeet for them-
seh:es, end ‘who, therefore, conclnde that Spencer. is right,
and that those who believe in religion must necessarily be
cnemies of sciemee. One objeet of this paper is to show
that -this is the most arrant nomsense that wag ever penned

by rational man, and that between seience, properly go-called,

and religion, properly underatood, there can he 1o kind of
dispute or dissension, .

Science, to thése who know whal that much-abused word’
means, is the study of ascertained or ascertainable facts,
end with such facts, when once- established beyond Ves ov
ngy, religion has nothing and can have nothing to do.. But
sclence, beside dealing with facts, hér own especial pro-
vinee, is also, and, as will be shown, inevitably, given fo
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