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¢ God’s Own Country’

* An Auckland firm ', says a contemporary, ‘received
unique particulars from a farmer who desivred to sell his
property. After stating its dimensions, he went on to
say 1 ““It's God's own counlry, and it’s bounded on
{bree sides by good, pious neighbors.”

The vendol’s desirable neighbors remind us, by an
"easy association of ideas, of ihe reighhors of a well-
known and waggish farmer who lives near ilie lown of
Enniscorthy, in the Green Isie. He resides in a «dis-
trict where the surname Forlune is rather common,
and where there also reside a few Iamilics with a
patronymic as lugubirious as it is rarc cutside {hai re-
giom, ‘How am 17’ he remarks to inguiring friends.
' How would you expect a man to be with Dealh on
one sido. of him and Miss Forlune on the other 7°:

Devout Filipinos

' Bishop Hendricks, of Cebu (Philippine Islands)
says the ‘S H: Review ', ‘ who is at present in this
country on his way to Rome, as an illustration of the
religious character of the Kilipinos, gives the fact that
one.of the large tobacco factories in Manila has a
chapel where Mass is szid every morning for the em-
ployees ',

Political Anarchy

* bMHiraheau ’, says lhe ¢ New World (Chicago), ‘is
credited with the aulhorship of the saying that 1be
supremacy of political anarchy could only be broupht
about in France by the abolition of the Catholic reli-
glon. In the terrible cataclysm of 1792 his words
found ample verification; nay, more, ithe Paris Com-
mune, with its attendan! horror, proved that the one
was not merely the condition, but the efiective cause
of the other. Were Mirabeau alive io-dav he could
pclint, with even a greater measure of certainty than
that with which he forelold {he French Revolulion, toa
reign of moral anarchy as an gutecoeme of the French
Government's intolerant attitude toward Catholic cduca~
tion and Catholic worship.”

Expert Knowledge

Along all knes but four, expert knowlcige is re-
spected as o mplter of course, and scught, on oceca-
sion, as a mabter of common human prudence, The
exceplions are, politics, military scicnce, Catholic the-
ology, and ihe ari and craft of runming g NeWspaper.
In these matters, experience would seem to be a handi-
cap, the expert unilrustworthy, and {he amateur the
kpow-all. So far has t1his superstilion gob a hold of
the public wind, that the doctrine and discipiine of the
Anglican and Russian Churches are defermined by
courts of non-theologian laymen, and the men who really
control the British army and are rulers of the King's
na-vee are civilians who nced not necessarily know a
breech-block from a marlin-spike. ¢ The soldier ’, said
Lord Roberts in a recent speech in the House of Londs,
‘no matter how great his experience may be, seems
to be distrusied when he ventures {o give an opinion
upon the subject which he has made hig life’s study.
. . . When preparations are on oot for the conduct of
a war for which he has to hear all the responsibility,
the soldier is 1he last person to be consulted. In all
other proiessions Lhe opinion of the expert is sought
for and acted upon when a crisis arises. Not so with
regard to the army. 7This may be accounted for hy
the ides that the secldier is always wanting to go to
war, whether war is jusiifiable or not, and is always
imagining that someone else is wanting to do lhe same,
against whom he must protect himself. This feeling
is exemplified in a gquotation given by my noble friend
Lord Cromer in his most interesing book, ** Modern
Egypt ”*, from a letler of the late Lord Salishury,
who wrote: ‘“If they (the soldiers) were allowed full
scope, they would insist upon the importance of gar-
risoning the moon in order 4o protect us from Mars '

DIOCESE OF DUNEDIN

>

The devollon of the Forly llours’ Adoration bepins
in Riverton on Friday and ends on Sunday morning.

A bazaal for the extinclion of the debt on the
local Catholic church was opened at OUtautawn (Riverton
parish) on Wednesday evening of this week. A con-
siderable sum has alrcady been realised by the auction
Salo of a fine lot of stock presented by [riends to the
bazaar, the prices realised being well in advance of cur-
rent rates.

Work has progressed at a good rate on the new
Catholic presbytlery, Omakad, since its inception four
months ago. The slone-werk is compleled, ihe roofmng
“s now nearly finished, and in about six weeks’ tlime
the substgntial and commodious residence will be out
of the contractor's hands. Other work in connection
with {he place is also being pushed forward,

The St. Palrick’s Young Men's Soclal and Literary
Club, South Duncdin, held its weehly meeting on Mon-
day eveniug, when there was a goud attendance. The
programme consisled of a mock banquet, and various
toasts were proposed and 1esponded 1o by Rev, Fa-
ther Q'Neall, Messrs. J. J. Marlow, J. Atwill, P. Law-
less, T. Mee, W. I, Nglan, IT. McAuley, W. Atwill,
W. Tonar, W. Ahern, A. Ahern, and F. Marlow.

The St. Joseph's Hatriers held their run on Satur-
day from ‘the Mome of the Littde Sisters of the
Peor, Amdersen’s Bay. The attendance was good, but
the growad bemy wel proved a trifle heavy. Dunne
and Swanson laid a good trail in the direction  of
Tomahawiz, and around the second lagoon. From here
the up grade stavted, and after climbing a long and
gsteep hill, which brought the pack well along the Pen-
Ingula, the main upper road was met and Ioliowed
home,

The members of $1. Joseph's Men’s Club held  a
smoke concert on Friday cvening, when there was a
very large atlendance.  Moapgs were contributed during
the evening by Messis. Ponpelwell, 1. IJughes, Jos.

Swanson, T. O'Cennell, T. IHughes, O. Swanson,
J.  Quelch, J. Wilkinson, and Hellier. Mr. T.
Deechan  played o flule solo, and  Mr. P, O'Gor-

man gave a recitation, Mr. K. THeley plaved
the accompaniments. At the conclusion of the
musical programme Rev. Father CUoffey, who presi-
ded, cxpressed s pleasire at seeing such a large at-
temdance, and honed thai it was the augury of a suc-
cessful seasen, e exhorled the members to be con-
stanl in their aitendance, and they would by this
means make the coming tvear even more successlul than
the past.

DIOCESE OF AUCKLAND

{From our own correspondent.)
May 8.

A most suceessful social, under ithe zuspices of the
Catholic Young den’s Club of Onehunga, was held a
few evenings ago in lhe local club rooms.

It is very lIitely 1hat on the Feast of Corpus
Christi the Superior of the Redempiorist Order, Very
Rev. Father Clure, will preach at ihe Cathedral., This
vear it is intended 1o have a preocession arcund the
grounds of the Cathedral.

At the Masses at the Cathedral last Sumday the
clergy spoXe carnesily in support of the * New Zealand
Tablet,” whose representative, Mr. AMoriarty, was in
Auckland. It was urged that all should subscribe, and
thus have in the family circle a healthy, wholesome,
and thoroughly Catholle newspaper,

His Eminence {‘ardinal Moran has notified his Lord-
ship Dr. Lenihan of Uhs intention to present to S8t. Pat-
rick’s  Cathedral a beautliful monstrance to commem-
orate his memworaple visit last February.  The Bishop,
priests, and people of the Cathedral parish will prize
very Mighly this generous gift from his Eminence.

A controversy is going on 1In the morning paper as
to whether New Zealanders are becoming pagan, It
arose over some remarks made in London by Bishop
Neligan, Sir Robert Stiout, who chanced 10 be here,
entered the contlroversy. As to lhe propriety of our
Chief Justice doing so is & matler of opinion,

On Friday evening in the Royal Albert Hall a
most successiul social was given under the auspices of
the Marist Brothers’ Old Boys® Club. ‘There were a
great many present, and a very enjoyable time was
spent, The net proceeds are to be devoted to defray-



