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The first deep family srief felt by the Emperor Was
Wwhen -his-favourite brother, the Arfchduke Ferdinand, lat-
er. known as the Emperor Maximilian of Mexico, was
shot by the Mexican insurgents on June 19, 1867, and
the tragedy was made 311 the mors sad by the fact
that the ex-Empress Charlotte of Mexzico became insane
with grief.

A simple liver, Francis Joseph has enjoyed excellent
health, despite his domestic sorrows, His principal

me is the castle of Schoenbrunp neap Vienna. Ila
also has a residence near the Hungarian eapital, Buda-
Pesth. No prince of the Hapshurg giouse ever enjoyved
such univiersal respect, and whoever has occasion to ap-
proach the Gramd Old Man among the monarchs of the
world is filled with enthusiasm for his chatm of imanner,
his democratie approachahleness, his frankness, and s
sterling sense of jusiice. Not.w-ithst-and-ing his preat age,
nearly 78 years, he rises before five, summer anpd winter
and spends Several hours a day at his desk af state
and military afairs. Hig Maiesty iz a Mgst generous
giver to the poor amd sufleting, and is alsg a very
liberal patren of arts and lelters, and no considerable
exhibition is given in the capital without his vistting

it, and buyine a number of valuable canvases [|selec
by him with rare tagte., 2 Iselected
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ARCHDIOCESE OF WELLINGTON
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The United Irish League held a social gathering af
Lyons' rooms on Thursday evening as a welcome (o
Mr. M, Kennedy, Mr. J. ¢ Fitzgerald, and Mr. L.
Paton, and also as Inaugurating a series of stmilar
meetings this winler i the general interests of (he
League (says the * New Zegland Times ). ‘'Lhe chair

was occupied by Mr. Kennedy, and he was supported
on his right

by. Councillor McLaren, and on his left,
by Mz, J. (. Fitzgerald, who hag relutned to Welling-
ton after an ahsence of eleven months,
Replying 1o the toast of welcome

proposed by Mr,
Moran, and spoken to by Coundillor IirIcLaren andy M.

J. Fitzgeratd, Mr. Kennedy congratulated ihe League
upon the success of the gathering, at which he Wwa,s
pleased to see so many members present. He was
only toe glad to lend his support towards the op-
lects they had im view. In councetion with Home
Rule, a lttle while ago 1lhey had "teen g cablegram
from Home that this hag been posiponed for some
time to come, hut recently they had noticed that
Home Rule had been reinstated in the British Govern-
ment’s programme, as Mr. Redmond had stated 1t woulld
be.  Hitherto they had been told that so long as there
were dissentients in the parly in ithe House of Com-
mons it _Would he impossible to gel  any considerabie
hearing in the House. The dissension, however, hgd
passed away. The party was now united, and wilh,
such unanimity as thete was at present, they had

helieve that some good would result,
If they did not get complcte Home Rule immediately,
at any Tate they could he assured that a considerahle
measure of rclief would be afiorded to the people of
Ireland ; and, of course, the duly of the League was

Lo support the party ihat hag emblazoned on its flag
complete Home Rule, i

Mr. J. Carey Witzgerald, in also acknowledging the
toast, said he repretted the absence, through illness, of
Mr. P. J. O'Regan, It was eleven months since he
had met them in that Toom, and apain on his returp
he was met with expressions of goodwill ang by that
bond which knit the race together all the world over,
ol and young, humble and exalled, in a common
effort for a common cause, and it could be no ordi-
nary or Ignoble movement that could find such patri-
otic expression as he had found existed right through-
out Australasia. He had spent some months in Western
Austraiia, where he had met Mr. Keir Hardie. The
latter's words' to him were, ‘ The labol- man who is
opposed to Home Rule for Ireland or any o'ther coun-
try doesn’t know the A_B.C. of his political creed.’ He
urged the Irishmen in Wellinglon to form a Celtic
Club on the lines of similar clubs which were sg sué-
cessiul in  Australia,

The musical programme, which was under the direc-

ton of Mr. J. MeLaughlin, was coniributed to by Miss
McKay, Messrs. A, Foote, Archer, O’Kane, Hines, and
Peotersen. The hon. secretary, Mr. J. Finlay, made very

complete arrangements for the enfertainment of tle
company. .

Blenheim

(From our own correspondent.)

His Grace the Archhishop of Wellington hay arrived
here, and il bless and open a hew church on Sunday,
May 10, at Repwicktown, a village settlement abput
elght miles from Blenheim. The opening of two Cath-
olic churehes within ‘two years is somewhat of a record

for this part of the Dominion. In the evening his
Grace wid gadminister Confirmation at St. Mary’s
Church.

Hawera

I———
(From our own corresponadent.)
¢ May 8.

During the past few monihs a great deal of interest
has been centered in the Manaia Convent and its work.
In that part fof the parisk, the Sisters have- to work
under preat |difficullies as it is a great dairying dis-
triet, and it is very difficult to get the regular at-
tendance of the pupils, which fis so necessary for the
best results. This year there has been a marked 1mn-
provment, and it ds |very gratifyving to know that
splendid progress is heing made. On Friday, May 1,
twenty-three of the children received iheir First Com-
munion at the eight o‘clock Mass, which was celebrated
hy Rev. Father M. M. o/Dwyer. The parents, who have
man fested a greal interest in their children's spiritual
wellare, jwere present in large numboers. After Mass the
children were entertained at breakfast by the Sisters,
which was followed by a short concert in the school
at which Father O‘Dwyer, Mr. Meldon smd many of the
parents were present. The Iiems were ali very ecredit-
ably rendered, the contrihutors being, Misses Milnes, Cas-
sie McKenzie, and J, Landers. During jthe inferval an ad-
dress was presented to Rev. [Father O'Dwyer, thanking
him for his great kindness in prevaring  the children for
thd't First Commuwiioan, and accompanicd by a silver-
maunted umbrel'a. Rev. Fa'h r O‘Dwyer thanked them
for their very kind remarhs and [present, and gave the
childten some very sound and useful advice. A+t jfthe con-
clusion of the enfertainment, Mr. Meldon tthanked the
Sisters for their kind invitation, and alse kkpgke in very
euloyistic terms of the good work [they had aceamplish-
ed. He took +he opportuntty of presenting the bovs
with a football, sznd also offered to Procure sSome suif-
able means of amusement for the girls, .

DIOCESE OF CHRISTCHURCH

(From our own correspondent.)

May i1.
The May devotions at the Cathedral and 8¢,
Mary’s, Manchester street, are being well attended each
_evening,

Although the Canterbury representafiives were pre-
venled owing to the Ncoded state of the Waimakariri
from getling through to ihe Otira on the day of the
tunnel  ceremony, Mr. John O’Halloran, of Glentui,
essayedt  the jourmey on the night previous. Finding
himself the sole Canterbury man present, he at once
undertook the duties of representing the provinee, amnd
discharged the duties to the evident salisfaction of
both press and public,

The St. Patrick’s branchi of the H.A.C.B. Society is
inamgmrating a movement to secure increased member-
sHip, and circulars are heing issued showing the mamy
advantages offered to Catholic young mwen to join the
societiy. As the movement is of a competifive na-
ture, led by the president, Bro.- R. P. O'Shaughnessy,
and vice-nresident, Bro. J. McAleer, the result should
prove hoth bheneficial and interesting. It is pleasing to
note also that several leading Catholic citizens are
joining the branch as honorary members. ) )

At Kaster an open-air fete held in the Athletic
Grounds, Leeston, illuminated by the eleetric light, in-
stalled by Mr. A, E. Brown, of Christeliurch, was a
great suocess. The Ellesmere Brass Band performed
seeral seleclions during the evening. _A numiber of
attractions and commebitions wcre‘i-ntroduced,‘ amd
rroved very remunefative. A commitfee formed from

“the congrerations of Leeston and Southbridge churches,
with the Rev. Father Hills, S.M., as chairman, “orgaif-
ised and cartied ont the gathering, which was in aid -
of the Leeston convent schools, a profit of £335 heing
made.

very successful comeert was given by St. Mary’s
Céﬁi}t Minstrels and Variety Company in St. Ma.tg‘s_’
Hall on Monday evening last. There was a ctowded
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