
The first deep family grief felt by the Emperor waswhen bis favourite brother, the Archduke Ferdinand, lat-er, known as the Emperor Maximilian of Mexico, wasshot by the Mexican insurgents on; June 19, 1867, andthe tragedy was made all the more sad by 'the factthat the ex-Empress Charlotte of Mexico became insane
A simple liver, Francis Joseph has enjoyed excellent

X"h>- lfPite his domestic sorrows. His principalhome is the castle of Schoeribrunn near Vienna. liealso has a residence near the Hungarian capital Buda-
proach the Grand Old Man amone the monarch* nf tLworld is filled withenthusiasm for hiscS ofLanner

and mdHfery affairs. His MaLty £ ,m\* sta-te
Mver to the poor Jm '^ S°l*^0"8
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(From our own correspondent.)
May 8.

During the past few months a great ddal of interest
"as been, centered [n the Manaia Convent and its work.In that part (of the parish, the Sistfers have- to

'
workunder great idifficulties as it is a great dairy-ing dis-trict, and it is very difficult to get the regular at-tendance of the pupils, which (is so necessary for thebest results. This year there has been a marked lm-provment, and it is |very gratifying to know thai-splendud progress is being made. "On Friday, May 1,

twenty-three of the children received their First Com-
munion at the eight o'clock Mass, which was celebratedby Rev. Father M. M. oi'Dwyer. The parents, who havemanifested a great interest in their children's spiritualwelfare, |were present.in large numbers. After Mass thechildren were entertained at breakfast by the Sisterswhich was followed by a short concert i,n the schoolat wlwch Father O'Dwyer,Mr. Mfcldon and many of theparents were present. The items were All very credit-¥ yJJcv'e

v
' the,c

T
ontrib"torsbeing, Misses Milnes, Cas-sie McKenzne, and J. Landers. During(|the intenval aaad-dress was presented to Rev. father O'Dwyer, thankin*V? I- f r r̂eat ki.n'dncss in preparing the children fort'hrtr First Communon, aml accomnandtd -by a silver-ort^rUm<bre

'
a,ReV- FFa*Wr o<D^yer thanked themchilli V eVJ mdm'd rem«f ks and iptesent, and gaV6 thechildren (some very sound and useful advdee. At jthe con-clusion pf the entertainment, Mr. Mcldon lihanked thePuK^t weirw

eir Jdn+? invitati°n- and also lspoke in veryelastic terms of the Kood work|they had accompli^
wiVfc *tO?K « lhe oP^t"1"^1"^ of presenting the boys

Zlfff' nd alsp offered to procure some suit-able means of amusement for this girls.
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League (says the 'New Zealand Times M ". h* i
°

ffif Is?I
s? 1° many membersm'embers present. He wSX ZZv

at% }° leUd Ms su^olt tow^-ds the o"jecis vney had m view. In oonnectirm "nh xjmammmons it would b.e impossible to got fn?y contfMeraS^hearing in the House. The dissension,7howet Z5passed away. The party was now united and
'$&such unanimity as there was at present they had

n
ertLreaSn *? b6lieve that somoVod WouWresSt

at «nJ rin«* g6t Tmpleie Home Rule immediatelyat any rate they could be assured that a consider^measure of relief would be afforded to the people o?Ireland; ami, of course, the duty of the League wascoolerHome ffi that had 6m
'MaZOned °n "s *S

+"?Jr' J.-. c"ey Fitzgerald, in also acknowledge theZ P
Sf*o*LlTettt the abfnCe

-
throu6h6h "^ess ofS J'fh. g- '« ? Was eleven monthsm'onths since heJia-a met them in that room, and again on his returnhe was met with expressions' of goodwill and by lha?bond which knit the race together all the worldoverSorter yy° Ung> hUmble eXalied' ln a COlSloneffort for a common cause, and it could be no ordi-ntl7 .vnvLg"°'Me nnTement that could fin<* Patri-otic expression as he had found existed right throughait.Australia. He had spent some month! in WeS"Australia, where he had met Mr. Keir Hardie. Thelatter's words' to him were, "

The labor- man who isopposed to Home R,ule for Ireland^ any o"hS eoui-try doesn't koiow the ACB.C. of his' political creed? HeSf,t Irishmen in Wellington to form a CelticSuMn th
A
eusSana° f ""^ CIUbS wMdl Were S° Sue"

tlnJ^f SrSlC
T
al T&r?grai?K c' Whioh was under the direc-tion of Mr. J, McLaughhn, was contributed toby MissMcKay, Messrs. A. Foote, Archer, O'Kane, Hini andPetersea. The hon. secretary,Mr.' J. Finlay,mSvSvcomplete arrangements for the entertainment of the

(From our own correspondent.)
May 11.

Mr , "May devoti°ns at the Cathedral and SteveSn8' ManChester street> are bei*g well attendedeach

Although the Canterbury representatives were pre-vented owing to the flooded state of the Wataafc&ririfrom getting through to the Otira on the day of thetunnel ceremony, Mr. John O'Halloran, of Glentuiessayed the journey on the night previous. Findkimhimself the sole Canterbury man present, he at onceundertook the duties of representing the province"
anddischarged the duties to the evident satisfaction ofboth press and public.

The St. Patrick's branch" of the H.A.C.B. Society isinaugurating a movement to secure increased member-ship, and circulars are being issued showing the manyadvantages offered to Catholic young iren to join thesociety. As the movement is of a competitive- na-ture, led by the president, Bro.- R. P. O'Shaughnessyand vice-president, Bro. J. McAleer, the result shouldprove bath beneficial and interesting. It is pleasing t0note also that several leading Cabholic citizens arejoining the branch as honorary members.
At Easter an apen-air fete held in, the AthleticGrounds, Leeston, illuminated by the electric light, in-

stalled by Mr. A. E. Brown, of Christcliurch, was a
great success. The Ellesmere Brass Band performed
se-eral selections during the evening. A number of
attractions and comoretitions were introduced, and
proved very remunerative. A committee formed from

■~tihe congregations of Leeston and Southbridgechurches,
with the Rev. Father Hills, S.M., as chairman,"organ-
ised and carried out the gathering, which was in aid
of the Leeston convent schools, a profit of £225 being
made.

A very successful concert was given by St. Mary's
Court Minstrels and Variety Company in St. Mary's
Hall on Monday evening last. There was a crowded^

Thursday,May 14, 1908 KEW ZEALAND TABLET
Blenheim

(From our own correspondent.)
His G-race the Archbishop of Wellington) has arrivedhere, and will bless and open a new church on Sunday

May 10, at Renwicktown, a village settlement aJb/onteight miles from Blenheim. The opening o£ two Cath-olic churches within"two years is somewhat of a recordfor this part of the Dominion. In the evening hisGrace wiU administer Confirmation at St. Mary's
Church.
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