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CARDINAL NEWMAN AND MODERNISM

" A PAPAL LETTER

et

The Right Rev. Dr. O'Dwyer, Bishop of Limerick,
has received from the Holy Father a lelter in recogni-
tionh of the able pamphlet (noticed elsewhere in this
issue) in which he disposes of the fiction that Cardinal
Newman’s writings give any countenance to lhe theories
of the Modernisis. The following is g translation of
the Pope’s letter — .

To Our Venerable Broiker, Kdward Thomas, Bishop of
Limerick,
PIUS P.I’. X,

Venerable Brother, heaith and Apostolic Benedigtion.

We would have you know that your pamphlet, in
which you show thal the writings of Cardinal New-
man, so far from differing frem Our Incyclical Letter
Pascendi, are in closest harmeny with it, has Our
strongest approval. You could nol, indeed, hawe done
better service alike to the cause of {ruth, and to the
em'nent merit of the man. There appears to have been
established, amongst these whose errors We have con-
demned by that Letter, as it were a fixed rule that for
the very things which they 1lhemselves have invented
they seek ihe sanclion of the name of a most illus-
iripus man. Accordingly, they freely claim tihat they
have drawn certain fundgmenlal positions from  ihat
spring and source, and that, for that reasonm, We could
not cpndemn the doclrines which are their very own
without at the same time, nay, in priority of order,
condemning ihe teaching of so eminent amd so great
a man. If one did not inow what a power the fer-
ment of a pulfed-up  spirit has of overwhelming the
mind, it would seem incredible that persons should be
found who ibink and proclaim themselves Catholics,
while in a matler lying at .the very foundaiion of re-
ligious discipline they set ihe authoity of a private
ieacher, even ihough an emineni one, ahove the mapis-
tertum of the Apostolie See.  You expose noi only
{heir contumacy, bul their artifice as well. For if, in
what he wrote before he professed the Catholic Faith,
there may perchance be found something which bears a
certain resemblance to some of the formulas of the
Modernists, you justly deny that they are in any way
supported iherehy ; boih because the meaning under-
lving 1he words 1s very dillerent, as 1s also the pur-
post of the writer, and, the author himself, on entering
the Catholic Church, swbmilied all his writings to the
authority of the Catholic Church herself, assuredly, to
be corrected, if it were neceskary. As for the nume-
rous and imporiant books whioh he wrote asa Cath-
olic it is havdly necessarv io defend them against lhe
suggestion of kimdred with heresy. kor amongst the
Tnglish public, as everybody Lnows, Henry Newman, in
hig wiitings, unceasingly champioued the cause of the
Catholic Faith in such o way that his work was most
salutary to his countrymen, and at the same tme most
highly esteemed by Our predecessors. Accordingly, he
was found worlhy to be made a Cardinal by Leo
XII1., undoubledly an acute judge of men and things;
and to him thencelorward, throughout all his life, he
was deservedly mogt dear. No doubl in so great an
abundance of his works something may be found which
may seem to be foreign io the tradilional method of
the theologians, but nothing whiclt could arouse a sus-
picion of his faith. And you rightly state that it is
hot to be wondered at if at a time when no signs of
the now heresy had shown themselves, his mode of ex-
pression in some places did not display a special cau-
tion, but that ilhe Modernists act wrongly and deceit-
fully in twisting those words to their own meaning 1in
opposition to the entire context. We, t_.herefore, con-
gratulate you on vindicating with eminent success,
through your knowlcdge of all” his writings, the mem-
ory of a most good and Wwise man, and at the same
time, as fat as in you lay, on having secured 1hat
amongst your people, especially the English, those who
have been accustomed to misuse that name, already
cease to deceive ithe unlearned. And would that they
truly followed Newman as & teacher, not in the fashion
of those who, given up 1o preconcelved opinions,
search his volunes, and with deliherate dishonesty ex-
tract from them something fromy which they ccmt_erud
that their views receive Sup_port,.hu‘u_t,hat they might
‘gather his principles pure and unimpaired, and his ex-
ample, and his lofty spirit. From so groat a master
they may learn many noble things : in the first place,
to hold the magisterium of the Church sacred, to pre-
gerve inviolate the doctrine handed down by the Fathers,
and, what is the chief thing for the preserva,mon of
Catholic truth, to hopor and obey~with lhe utmost
fidelity the successor of the Blessed Pefer.

. gifts of the Divine bounly,

- We were

Moreover, Venerahle. Brolher, We give thanks from
Our heart to you, and to vour clergy and people, for
your dutiful zeal in coming to the aid of Our poverty
by sending Trht? .usual  donation; and in order to win
for you, and first of all for yourseli in particular, the

) and also to testify Our
goodwill, We most lovingly impart the Apostolic Bene-
diction.

Given at Rome, at St. Peter’s, the 10th day of
March, in the year 1908, the fifth of Our Pontificate.

g PIUS PP. X.
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MEMOIRS OF THE EARLY DAYS

————

{Conftributed.)
WELLINGTON.
(Continued.)

_ _ Bishop Pompallier records in his diary a secomd
\'1511:_ he made to Wellington from the Bay of Islands in
a ‘hired schooner of 60 lons, dating his depatture thence
as February, 1844. ‘I found there’® (Port Nicholson),
he writes, * about two hundred and fiily white Cath-
olics, the majority of Whom were Irish. The care of
their salvaticn was enliusted to Father O'Reily, I
added to him Father Comte, whom I specially charged
with, the spiritual care of the Nativwes. I spent ah-
out three days amidst the people at Port Nicholson,
where 1 conferred the Sacrament of Confirmiation.
Then I sought the assistance of Father O'Reily to
visit Akaroa, the tribes of Port Cooper (Lyttelton),
the English colonists of Nelson, and the WNatives of
Kapiti 1sland (the, stronghold of the redoubtable Te
Rauparaha and his  warrior chiefs), On all these
visits the Sacraments of Baptism, Confirmation, amd
Matvimony were conferred. 1 fook Kather O'Reily back
to Porl Nicholsen, from whence I siarted alone on my
return o the Bay of Islawds.’ 7lhis is the last recor-
dod visit of the venerabls Bishop to Wellington.

Father (PReily erected at Te Aro, Wellington, the
first church in this district, aud it was recently staled
on the authority of one of the earliest settlers that the
oldesl house in the city now existing is that little
cottage built and formerly occupled by him. For two
score years he labored with untbiing energy in Welling-
ton and districs. Across Cooh Stralt in an open boatb,
along tihe wesicrn coast and inland he travelled, bring-
ing lhe consolations of religion to the scatiered pio-
neers of the settlement., His first little church, dedi-
cated 1o St., Mary of lhe Angels’, in Boulcott street,
had more than omce to be enlarged, and through his
exertions it was rebuilt in 1874,

At this stage of our memeirs, the following per-
sonal nairrative from one whose recollecbions of Welling-
ton extend 1o his bovhood”days will prove intesesting .
* The laitter end of the forties found us, a lot of school-
boys under the tuition of Mr. Fryer, in the school
chapel on the site now occupied by the preshytery of
St. Mary of the Angels’, Boulcott sireet, Wellington.
astonished one day at seeing two foreign-
looking personages come in amd accost our tutor. Mr.
Fryer, who was the embodiment of politemess, at once

entered into conversaption with his visitors, We were
greatly interested at hearing our visifiors speak a
strange language, anxd fell a certain pride at the

versatility displayed by our good old teacher. The
vigitors were were two French pioneer priests of the
Marist Order, mewly arrived fromr the northern capital
in order to provide for the spiritual wants of Cath-
olic residents, Eurcpean and aboriginal, in the far-
stretching wilds of the soulhern part of the Colony.
Theso two priests were, if memory does nob fail me,
Fathers Petiljean and Garin. We were inclined, boy-
like, to laugh at the pecullar appearance they presep-
ied, with their sirange sombrero-like hats, so_ 'differen
to our dear Father ~ O'Reily. The visitors, however,
had not taken fheir departure many minates when our
inclination for merriment at their expense was turned
{o deep ‘nterest and respect. Our master, evidently
noticing the want of appreciation displayed, gave a
short hut most impressive lecture to all upon the trials
and vicissitudes sufiered hy these holy men amongst
the Maoris of ilbe north in their endeavor to spread
our holy religion amongst them and their children.’

A new period opened up, states a missionary re-
cord, with ihe advent of European immigration, and
also new «duties for the missionarvies. In 1848 the
progress of colonization decided the Holy See t0 estab-
lish in New Zealand & regular hierarchy. Bishop
Pompallier exchanged his title of Vicar-Apostolic of
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