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Not a Modern Invention.

It is a.-popular faney that fountain pens are quite
a modern invention. As a matter of fact, an old work
of reference published fm 1795 contains an illustration
of a fountain pen, the appearance .of which is wery
much like those sold at the present time. Its con-
struction, however, was somewhat elaborate and clumsy,
the pen consisting of  ‘Yanious piecesr of metal,
which had to be serewed amd unscrewed before the pen
could be used. .

Largest Hanging Bell.

. What is perhaps the largest hanging bhell in 1ike
~world is to-be seen in Mandalay. This is the Mingun
hell, on the right bank.of the Irawadi, almost oppo-
site the city of Mandalay. This immense bell meas-
ures as follows : Height to crown, 12 feet ; diameter at
the lip, 16 feet 3 inches; thickness of metal, from &
to 12 {nches. It weighs about 80 tons and is suspen-
ded on. three massive round beams of feak placed hori-
zontally the one over the otlher, their emds resting on
two pilfars of enormous size, composed of masonry and
large -upright teak posts. This bell was cast at the
end of the eighteenth century under the superintendence
of the reigning lking. .

. ..», Rapid” Writing,

A rapid penman can wrile thirly words a minute.
To do this he must draw his pen through the space
of a rod, sixteen and one-half feet. In forly minutes
his, pen travels 5 furlong, and in five hours and a {hird
a full ‘mile. "He makes on an average sixteen curves
or turns of the pen for each word writlen. Writing
at the rate ol thirly words per minute, he must make
eight curves {o each second, in am hour 28,000, in five
houts 144,000, and fin 300 days, working only five
hours each day, he makes not less than 43,200,000
curves and iturns of the pen., Here we have in the
aggregate a mark of 300 miles long to be traced on paper
by a single writer in a year. In inaking each letter
of the alphabet we make from threc {o seven strokes
of the pen, on an average three and a half io four.

Thousands of Tons of Concrete.

Engineers on the Panama Canal are dealing in vasi
figures these days, and the * Canal Record ’ conveys in
a graphic manner an %dea of ihe magnitude of the
work to be done upon ihe locks of the camal. It is
stated that the amount of conerete to be used in
building these locks would suffice to conslruct 22,842

elght-room city houses of ihe generous size of thirty |
by thirty feet, with two storeys and basement, and
with concrete floors and concrete roof. Allowing

each of these houses a seventy-five foot lot they would
make a continpuous sitreel from New York fo Phhladel-
phia, with enough houses left over to make a Tow on
one side of the sireet from Philadelphia to Washing-
ton. 'The houses would furnish suburban homes Ior
120,000 people, or, according to city siandards, would
house a population equal to that of Christchurch and
Dunéexiin, -

. Ashes as a Fertilizer.

. Those. . who have open grale fireplaces or wood sloves
itt which a large quamtity of wood is burned hawve in the
ashes a valuable product for their gardens. The ashes
vary in fertilizing value according fo the guality of the
fuel from which they are produced, but anyons who
knows their importance as a plant food will not allow
those.from any source to be wasled, Ashes from
hard -wood contain greater feftilizing conslituents than
those..from the soft varieties. .The wood burned iw
grates is imnvariably of a hard character, and is, there-
fore! among_the best for making fertilizing ashes. Wood
ashes contain-g large proportiom of potash, and for this
reason * they make One of the best manures for graims,
irasses, vegetables, and frult trees. Sbot from chimmeys
gnd coal stoves is also a product worth reserving as
& fertflizer. . ‘Aside ffom its value in adding plant food
to the'soil, it tends to drive away many insect pests,
and it also holds some plant diseases in check, Like
ashes, soot must not bg exposed lo the rain before it
is distribpted upon the soil.

T had a very distressing attack of influenza, and
decided to give TUSSICURA a trial. After taking a
few doses I found great velief, and when T had finish-
el two bottles I was completely cured.’—BMrs. T.
Johnsten, Gishorne. | o T

Europe on Tuesday of last week hy the ' Mongolia.’

The death ‘is reporied of 1he Rev, Thomas Cahili,
S.J., which occurired on Easter Sunday, at St. Igna-
tius' presbytery, Richmiond. The deceased was in his
§1st year, amd spent 36 years in Victoria. The late
Father Cahill was a native of Carlow.

The Rev. E. W. O'Reilly, of Merriwa (who recently
celebrated his sacerdotal silver jubilee), is leaving; with
Rev. JFalher Roche, of Muswelibprook, on a well-earnexk
holiday in the Old Country., Father 1. Ward, of
Hamilton, has heen appointed 1o the charge of Merriwa
during Father O Rellly's absence.

The late David Syme, proprielor of the Melbourne
‘ Age,’ was worth nearly one millicn. Ile left £50,000
to public charities, £53.0 1o Mr. Schueyler, editor of the
‘ Age,’ £500 1o Mr. Benjamin floare, his leader-writer,
and legacies 1o other members of his staft> The paper
passes into the hands of his sons. .

May (says the *‘ Catholic Press’) wiil be a busy
month for his Eminence the Cardinal. Besides atiend-
ing to the enormous mass of work ihat ususlly falls to
his Iot, he will go {o Young lo dedicate the' -new
church on May- 10. Then on Sunday, May 24, he will'bo
in Brisbame to lay the foundalion stone of the new'
Mater Misericordiae Hospital.

The list of killed in the Tecent railway disaster
at Braybrook Juncilion, Vietoria, included Mr. Thomas
McCann, gi West Mellpourne, who only a few, weeks ago
was married at Si. Patrick’s Cathedral {o Miss Gor-
man. He was on a visil 10 Ballarat with his bride,
who, however, did not relurn with him in the flifated
irain, as she had arranged to slay with her relatives .
until the end of the week, .

In his will the late Fatlher D. J. Byrne, of Dalby,
who died im November last, made the following chari-
lable beguesis —The piliesis of the archdiocese of Bris-
bhane for religious purposes, £206; the Magdalen Asy-.-
lum, £300; Dalby Ilospital, £100 ; a bursary in a Cath-~-
olic lScclesiasiical College, {o be awarded by the Cath-
olic Archbishop, according to lis judgment, £1000; the
Bisters of Mercy, Dalby, to be expended on iheir con-
vent, £500; bell for the Catholic church, Dalby, £100.
He further directed the residue of his estate to be
handed 1o the Archhishop of Brisband, 1o be expended
as Iis Grace might judge most conducive to 1he pgood
of religion in the diocese.

Mr. Thomas Loughlin, of * Killarney,” Warrenheip,
near Ballarat, s aboui g pay a visit to Ireland for
the purpose of atlending the ceremony connected with
ihe opening and dedication of a new Catholic church
which he has bhull in his native parish of Kilkenny at
a cost of £30,000, The edilice, which is fo be presen-
ted by Mr. Loughlin to 1he Bishop of Kilkenny on be-
half of ihe dliocese, in memory of the deceased relp-
iives of the donor, has been consiructed under the -
supervisionn of an eminenl grchitect. It has Theen'
arranged that the opening ceremony will bhe performed
in July, and those present will include a number of -
Australians who will at i{he {1me he on a visit to the
home countries. Among those who are expected to joip
In the proceedings will be the Archbishop of Melbourne,
the Bishop of Ballarat, ihe Archhishop of Hobart, and
priests from various dioceses of Australia. A number
of lndies and genllemen belonging io the laity of the
dioceso of Ballarat will also be present.

In a circular letler just issued his Graece the Anch-
bishop of Melbourne, who is about to leave for Rome,
says (=' I have appointctl {he Very Rev. Dean Phelan
Admimstrator of the diocese for the time being, and
permanent Vicar-General, and 1 feel confident both that
his ability, energy, and zeal will enable him-to  dig-
charge the onerous dulies of these offices with marked-
success, and that his labors will be lessened by the
loyal and brotherly co-oneraiion of every priest of the
diccese. I hagze appointed the Rev. John M:Carthy
Chancellor of the diocese. It will be his duty to safe-.
guard the financlal inleresis of the diocese—to look
after the diocesan accounis, the title deeds of Church
property, imsurances, ihe annual parochial balance sheets,
the minutes of the meetings of Catholic’ Trusts’ Cor-
poration, ihe wills of the clergy, and such other maf-
ters as appertain to the temporal interests of the dio-
cese, From the proofs he has already given of sho-
gular aptitude for the fulfilinent of these various duties,
we may feel assured that mo labor will be spared by
him to Leep the iemporalities of the diocese™iir periect
order,’ -

.

DEAR ME!

Forgotten that SYMINGTON'S COFFEE ESSENCE) Whatever shall I dof . Call st
the noarest Btore and ek,

THNY ALL XERP IT -



