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THE CHURCH IN NEW ZEALAND
""" MEMOIRS OF THE EARLY DAYS

—— f

" (Contributed,)
WELLING TON.

The first colomising expedition, promoted by Captain
Edward Gibbon Wakeield, Chairman of the New Zea.
land Land Company, landed at Port Nicholson from the
ship * Tory,” 400 tons, umnder command of Colonel Wil-

“liam Wakeficld, brother of the founder, on September
20, 1839, ‘l'he site of the projected town and large
tracis of the adjacent country were acquired irom the
Natives by the Company, at what must be conshdered
veryy advantageous terms, although only affer greatly
protracted negotlations. The ship * Cuba ’ pext put in
all appearance, colveying a stafi of surveyors  under
Captain Smith. A township was ladd off or plammed on
the Petone Beach, and named Britannia, and here the
firsb settlers landed. A change of locality for a perma-
nent town was afler s few months decided upon, the
resuit being the present site and alteration of name to
Wellington.  The time seems not far distant, however,
when Greater Wellington will have so far extended that
the historic spot marking the beginning of things
will be absorhed in the rising eity. The settlement
Wwas established under what seemed favorable condie
tions, amd on January 22, 1840, just a3 week hefore the
arrival of Captain Hobson at ihe. Bay of Izslands (as
first Governor), the emigrant ship * Aurora ’ artived at
Post Nicholson with the first shipment of regular Bri-
tish cclonists,

Writing in his diary, Bishop Pompallier thus de-
scriles the first occasion upon which the Holy Sacri-
fice of the Mass was offered up in thig newly-founded
settlement :— Accompanied by Kather Pesant, who was
now able to speak a little of the Maori language, 1
seb sail from Akaroa for Port Nicholsom. We arrived
there dn Christmas FEve, 1840. There is a rising town
of about 3500 Kuropeans, amoug wWhom are some hun~
.dreds of Irish Catholics, who greatly desired to receive
the succors of religion at the hands of a legllimately
congecrated minister. There were also at Port Nichol-
son aokl in 4ts meighhotvhood several populous  tribes
of Natives. The day after my arrival -I celebrated
Holy Mass in a House which the Catholic magistrate

lent me for the purpose. All the Catholics, and a
large number of Protestanis assisted thereat. 1T gave
them all an instructhon in English. Several Natfives

also came to witness the ceremomies of the Mother
Church, of which they kunew more by the falsehoods
they had heard against her than by the truths— that
characterise her legitimacy and her divinity. As the
missionary who accompanied me was not sufficiently
well versed in either knglish or Maori, I exercised
alone the sacred ministry i my pasboral visits, in
which T applied myself to making knownm the true
Chureh and the principal truths of salvation, and held
out the howve of soon being able to send them a resi-
dent Catholic priest. We remained tenm days at Porf
Nicholson. There I heard the confessions of the whites
belonging to the faith, conferred Baptism on their chil-
dren, blessed the marriazes that had not been celebrated
by a Catholic priest, and also gave Confirmation to
a certain numher of persons whom I had prepared. All
the whites belonging to the falith showed much eaper-
ness and zeal in profiting by the aids of salvation. 1
gathered them together at the end of my visit in &
large room, and they apemed a subseription for the
erection of 2 church.  'The representative of the Eng-
lish Soclety was present; he gave also a handsome
‘subseription and made a gift of a piece of land for
the establishment of the Catholic mission.. . All the
. best;, Protestany society in the town showed great
civility and kimndness to the CatholMc Bishop. After
baving left at Port Nicholson a pious and well-informed
white catechist in the person of Dr. Fitzgerald, I set
sail again for Akaroa,which was reached after a rapid
-amd pleasant voyage.l Mentioning ihis firstvisit of
the Bishop to Wellington, Mr. F. J. Wakefield, in  his
book, *‘ Adventure in New Zealand,’ says: Monsignor
. Pompallier, the Cgatholic Bishop of New Zealand, had
visifed Wellington during my absence, on his return
.fromy the French seiflement at Akarca, to his head-
guarters at the Bay of Islands. The gentlemen of the
club and others who had enjoyed his acyhaintance, spoke
highly of his urhane manpers and his philanthropic
; views withl rerard to the Natives, “ A merry Christ-
mas ! and a ‘‘ Happy New Year '! had been celebrated,
. fv old English’ style. . | Fat bullocks had been elaughter-
ed and dressed with evergreems, and the new year salu-

. ditions,

tod with ringing of bells, firing oftcannon, and hodsting
of Hags.’ ’

About two' years afler this visit of the Bishon the

" Rev. J. J. P, O'Reily arrived- at Wellinglon, and de-

voted himself with great zeal to the spiritual care of
the scabtered faithful of the district. There was, sta-
ted Sir Charles Clifiord, im a speech made in London
in 1874, a5 yet no priest” stationed there when he
landed there in 1842. ~ The Catholics were Very num-
erous, and they agreed to assemble at my house on
Sundays and holidays in order to, as mueh as possible,
sanctify those days. : B

1t is evident, however, that towards the end of
fhe same year, or at the beginning of ihe year fol-
lowing, Father O'Reily arvived on the scene. The ear-
liest authentic record connected with Father O'Relly,
that most zealous missionary, who saw the Empire
City rise from very small proporiions to a large angd
important town, is contained in a lefter written by

him bo the * Austpalasian Chronicie,” of Sydney, in
the month of April, 1843, which is republished in the
‘ History of the Catholic Church in Australasia ’ —' I

tame here ' (Wellington), Father O'Reily writes, ® in the
ship with the Hon. Mr. Petre on the opplication of the
Mostt Rev. Dr. Murray,. Caiholic Archbishop of Duhfin,
to take charge of what Catholics might be here. I
was  delighted 1o find some of my poor countrymen
here from Irin’s most distant shores, and it cheered
me {o -let them see, if I conld do nothing else, the soli-
citude of the Church in their regard. They are, in
truth, like the Jews, scattered everywhere ; but not like
that historical malion to parcel out in fragments, hro-
ken and disconnected, the pgemr of truth, hut {o ofier it
whole and without flaw in +{he wvast bosom of the
Catholic Church, The poor people have no chapel here
as yet, nor have ihey weans of providing one. Up to
the present we have been saying Mass in a room ad-
jotning a public house; we are lalely removed 1o an
old store on the heech. Might I ask it as a favor
of you 1o anmnounce your willingness to receive the
subscriptions of any of our good neivhbors of Sydney
who mighl without injury to 1heir loeal charities con-
fer a mite on us. Having  givem the temperance
pledge 'to some thousands of my dear countrymen in
Ireland, it may be ihat I am known to some  stray
member of the flock in Sydney.” The letter is dated
from Wellington, Port Nicholson, April 2, 1843. Father
O'Reily was a Capuchin and a member of the same
religious Order as the famous Father Mathew, and was
on¢ o: his first agnd most energetic fellovy—la,bprers in
the ‘cause of femperance in Killkenny, Dublin, and else-
whete. ,
(To be Continued.)

How the French Priests Live

e
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A correspondent of a Paris paper has made inquirjes
as to how many of the priests of France are managing
to make erds meet. The resmfits of lus jinvestigation are
interesting, and the reader’ will find that the Apost-
ol.e zeal of the priests, 1s ouly equalled by their e~
votion to the very important dqty Wh_qqh they owe
themselves, namely, that of malking a living. )

It is clear that the priests are not engaged in
their trades and professions for the purpose of gather-
ing a fortune: jon ‘he contrary, every surplus penny
carnetl heyond the sum mecfssary for meefing domestic
expenditure, poes to the Church Treasury, ot, as fi
many cgses, to the assmistance of meiphbouring parish-
priests, whe may either not be so enterprising, or lack-
the opportumity of showing what they can do. -

It iz a great point in favour of several of the
pribgt-workers that they were engaged (n professional
pursuiis befors they felt the call fto serve humanity,

Thus Canon Brisacier, of Tours, jwas an architeet;,
Albbe Shoyez, of Anslers, |p sculptor, others were printers
artists or walchmakers, the last irade ,, favourite pur-
sult formerly among the ¥rench clergy, even when, #hedr
ihcomes amounted to ten times more than what was,
raid them under the Concordat regime.

Perhaps, the most interesting performance by ‘a Dpriest,
in the mattepsiof jraining g livelihood under the new coh-
18" that of Abhe Martin who publishes the
¢ Trait d'Union, ¥ the orgam of the {Catholia  Allhace
of France. Tho Abbe has thres linobypes in full running
order, oparated by seminary students. -

Says the Abhe, in speaking of bhis work :—¢ Qur
subscribers number several thousamds, and we count
them in Canada, in South America, ‘and in the United
States, in China, Australia, and India. Our COTTeS-

- pondence is dated from every guarter of the glohd, and

there tomes po maijl from any important centre which
does mot bring its quota of subscriptions. TEven lay
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