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strength of voluntary over council schools is  pver-

whelmiting,’ ) \

In Manchester, theve are 84 voluntary schools, with -
an_average attendance of 44 +687, and 73 council schools,
with an~ average attendamce of 50,995,° The figures
giver -hete imply a large vote interested in the exist-
ence and efficiency of ihe religious schools and opposed
to the educational policy of ‘the Governmient. Conslder- -
able numbers of these were enrclled in the Parents’
League for the prolection of the interests of the volun-
tary or denominational schools.

"

In places where there is no council school, but only
a denominational one, the Nontonformist conscience has
a grievance which Catholics (although they have spent
enprmous  sums in providing their own schools) duly
appreciate.  The Government- proposals, however, i
iheir scheme for removing grievances, threatened to in-
flict greater ones. Among other things, they propose a
scheme of unequal heneflits Ironx rates and taxes which
would inflict a grave injusiice upon the Catholic schools,
and place them in a position of permamnent inferhority.
The Nonconformists are to have the schools “and the
religious instruclion which they desire supplied at the
public expease. Catholics are to be required to pay
their full share of rates and taxes for this purpose, but
are to receive a very much smaller per capita contri-
bution from these fwnds. This would mean the closing
of a considerable number of our schools, especially in
ihe poorer quarters of the great cities, Catholc feel-
ing has been greatly slirred, bolh in and out of Man-
chester, by this proposcd denial of the right of equal
treatment ; and we have no doubt that many Catholic .
votes went, on this account, to swell the crushing
majority which rejected AMr. Winsbon Churchill in North-
west Manchester. ‘We have’, says the ‘Tablet’,
¢ fairly bought our right to have Catholic instruction in
the schools we have built for Catholic children, by the
millions spent in erecting lhem, and the tens -of
thousands spent in their erection aad repair. For the
rest, we claim equal rizhis, and, as cilizens who pay
the edwcation rate, we clalm the right to share it
This is the issuc on which the Norih-west Ma,nchester
election was in part fought out.

Notes o

Y ety {3 L%

An Apt Quotation
The ° Ave Maria® has dug np a happy gquobation
from Father Hyder. Penned twelve years ago, it has’
(says our esteemed contemporaly) an applicability to
the present time: ‘The <Catholiec Church, like every
old building, accumulates dust, and the process of
dusting thoroughly and carefully from time to time is
a most necessary one.  Bub the writers in question,
instesd of applying their duster to this useful purpose,
prefer, instead, to Qourish it out of the window as a
flag of liberty ’

~ -

Manners in the School

Marlborough's good manners are sald to have done
.much to raise him 1o the pinnacle of iame and place.
To some extent, they made up for his comparative illi-
teracy. So, at least, says Chesterficld. We mention
the reteoric Duke—although, perhaps, an exireme case—
fo indicate the importance of giving * the- young idea ’
a suitable equipment of good manners in the home and
the schopl. In this respect; the Church school 4s a
leveragg upon the -child that is lacking to a greater
or less extent in the secular school ; for, after all, the
inculcation of relighons trutlis and moxa.l prineiples into
the -mind and heart is the - only true and permanent.
basis of courtesy between - man and man. Without
this, good manners become, not so much a part of the

man, as a sort of superficizl veneer. * Practical Pol -
tics’ of February 22 (quoted by the ¢ S.H. Review® )
says, in this comnection, regarding the local schools :
¢ Whoever is responsible. for the code of education and
morals in Boston public schools has an opportunity to
make a -reputation by teaching the children of the
public schools how to behave on the street and
ottier Places, as well as in the schoolroom. The average
_boy or girl.of the public schools has small regard for
©age or finmfirmity. In marked contrast is the deport-
ment of the children who come and pgo from the paro-
chial ard other private schools, where the children file
into the street in perfeet ovder, and behave like burman
beings, and net like a herd of young panthers let
loase.’
We know of places, nea,rer home ito us than Bostom,

t0 which these remarlxs bave an applicalion,

A German Example

German Catholics are- the best-knit, ‘best orgamsed
and (for their number) the -strongest and. most ener-
gising body of our co-religionists on Centinental Europe.
And they owe this proud.posilion in part to the spirit
that has been infused inrto them by a strong, ahle, apd
vigorous, religious newspaper press. ‘ Statistics, a.s n
teresting as they are instructive’, says ‘ Rome ’,* have
just been published by the ** Zeitungswesen '’ concern-
ing the Catholic papers of Germany and their readers.
In 1880 the number of readers of Catholic papers in
Germany was 596,000, a figure ihat probably surpasses
the readers of Catholic papers throughout the whole
English-speaking world at present. But ten years later
it had risen to a million, i 1900 {0 2 million and 2
half, and at present it is over two millions., 1Is it any
wonder that the Catholics of Germany. are- solidly
united, or that the Cenire parly (which, although not
exclusively Catlholie, is almost entirely so) should have
come to be known as the Tower of Ivory ?

Irsiyntnry
Still Sore
Some pecple's wounds heal slowly. The feelings of

sundry well-meaping but over-anxious folk ip, Englapd
are still black and biue, and (so to speak} running,
ever since the King and Queen aitended the Requiem
Mass for the murdered royalties of Portugal, They have
been showing their wounds in the March numiber of the
¢ Protestant Alliance- Magazine . One good soul, for
ins{ance, declares that ° the King's action is a disgrace
to a Protestant monarch’, and anoilher wants to know
' what we are coming to when a Protestant King of 4
Protestant people can dare to be present at such a ser-
vice . However, no harm is done by these complaints,
amnd Superhe’ated feeling finds in them a safety-valve. A
wise and practical suggestion in point comes from the
* Birmingham ‘ Daily Posi’. * Apart’, it says, *from
" the somewhat painiul controversy immediately involved,
good may come from the raising of this matter now,
as advantage might be taken, when there is ng imme-
diate prospect of a demise of the Crown, to settle-
once and for all the vexed guestion of the Accession
Oath, which few persons in lhese days consider should
continue to be admimhsiered 1o each succeeding British

Sowereign in its present form, which is crudely . offensive
to the feelings of eovery TRoman C{(atholic i these
realms.’ ’

It s Wigh time that the British statute book should
be purged of the ‘relic of barbarism’ which requires
the Sovereign, on his.acecession, to single one fdith out
of “all the faiths 4n his far-flurgy Empire, and publicly
and by oath place upon it the brutal siigma of super-
stitios and idnlatryv.

The Rink Stables, Moray Place, Dunedin, will be
foupd the hest place to patronise for drags,” landaus,
dog -carts, wagonettes,” and vehicles of every  descrip-
tion. The proprietors, Messrs. Perriam and Mountney,
will leave nothing undone to g‘i\re satisfaction to pat-
rons.. .
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