-1 Her ever-growing commercial prosperity ; but few
.It)grsofs, pro'h’gbly, have other than a vague idea of the
marvellous strides the Belpians have made, and confinue
to make, in the development of fheir many resources.
It is only by examining in detmil tiie various elements
that po to the material advancement of a nation; we
"shall he abls 'adeguately to appreciate the -immense Pro-
gress that has manked the history of ihe country since
1t shiook off the Dutch conmeciion §n 1830. Fiailf-jesting-

¥, hali-contemptuously, Frenchmen sometimes speak of -

their neighbors as . les petits Belges, the slight im-
plied in the .phrase is, howsever, far from being deserv-
ed; for, the little Belgians have in many respevts
shown themselves much superior to iheir critics. 1he
density of population, the manufacturing and comimer-
cig, position to which the kingdem jhas heen raised, the
pratifying spread of education, not to speak of the tiv-
il and religious lherty which her citizens enjoy, are in
strikinr contrast with the condition of things exisbing
under the Republican regime in France. The growth of
Populafign has beenr unusually rapid. In 1831, the ter-
ritory emfraced by the new fiingdom numbered 3,786,000
inhakitants ; on the 31st of Decemher, 1964, the popula-
tton reached a total of 7,075,000, an increase in the
interval of nearly 87 per cent. Belgium is, in fact, one
of the most thickly-peopled countries in ihe world.
With its 622 imhabitants to the square mile, its den-
sity is more than double that of Germany or Italy,
Imore thin triple thab- of France, of Austria, 'or of
Spain. Were Ireland Proportiomately peopled, she would
count to-day withm her four shores, a population of at
teast twenty milltons '

Agriculturs and Trade

Ithough agriculture is widely and successfully car-
riedAon %eﬁgiun% is  largely dependant fomn forelgn sup-
plhies for her foody hence her inhabitants are impelled
to indusirial aclivity, in order that the products of
her manufacturers and various workers may enable them
o purchase abroad the food-stuffls and raw materials
needed for the national comsumption. The progress of
industrial enterprise has accordingly mome on parl passu
with the growth in population. Contrasting the  wre-
sent commercial situation with that which existed sev-
enty vears ago, we find that the total imports, which
in 1835 were estimabed at less than eight millions ster-
Yinz, rose to upwards of 138 millions in 1906, and the
total exports from six and a quarber millions to 112
millions. In other words, although the population had
not wuite doubled within the abgve period, the volume
of trade had increased twenby-three fold. ‘The imports
and exports pgive a greater average per head of trade
than those of Great Britain, they are nearly thres
times the German or French averages, four times greg-
ter than those of the United States, and seven times
greater than those of Italy. .

The expansion of trade has naturally el to the im-
provement of facilities for fransport and the increase
of rapid means of communication. Perhaps in no other
part of Europe has the feature of our modern €COnOm-
ic conditions being so nobly exemplified as in Belgium.
The country is covered with a network of railways, its
system—not including steam: trams or Lght railways—ex-
tending over somse 2880 miles, which for every 1000 ip-
habitants, is one and a half times that of Great Brit-
ain, twice that of Framce, aml three times that of
Ttaly. Remarkable as the above record is, it dpes not
include all the rail accommodation provided for the pub-
Lic. The main systems and iheir connections are fed hy.
no fewer than 145 lines of chemins de fer vicinauzx, or
Hight railways, of which the Belgians were prompt to re-
Cognise the possibhilities for the purposes of trade and
travelling. The first of these lines, 133miles in lenpth,
was opened in 1885—at the close of December, 1905,
ihe total length of the various ilines tn overalion was
1704 miles,, whilst at the same date some 546 miiles were
under construction or about being commenced,

The third-class fare on the rallway amounts to bug
a shade over a Halfpenny a mile, not quite a penay
for second eclass. amd the return journey cam be made
for a frifle over o fare and a half. As is pretty gener-
ally lnown, nearly the vhole of the ordinary or broad
gauge system is the property of, and is worked by tHe
State ; the light railways have been constructed for
the most part by the Sociste des Chemirs de fer Vaci-
noux, with capital provided by tHe State, the Provin-
ces, and the Communes, the State subsidy usually am-
ounting to o third of the cost. The thritt of the peo-
ple is illustrated by the deposits in the Savings Bank, the
amount stanfing to the credit of depositors in Decem-~

ber, 1804, was over 21 miMion .sterding. And what is -

more finferesting, and perhans more importamt, this
very considerahle sum was distributed among 2,205,000
Hepositors: THere ' is thus a post office hank account

for ahout every three persons of the entire popula-

tion.,
Education _
At the close of December, 1904, the number of chil-
dren on rolls of the primary schools subject fo State
nspection, was 859,436 ; of the attendance in the
Yiree’ schools not subfect to official examjnation, no
returns are avatlable. Inm 1903 the State, Provioeial,

1

to nearly £1,700,000, . .
.. For secondary instruction ample provision exists 11“‘
the Government athenees, and in the numetous high
schools official and other. The State secondary institu-
tions had an attendance of 38,122 students, on the
31st December, 1804, but to this mumber should be ad-
ded the population of ihe many colleges and high
schools under exclusively Catholic control. The attend-
ance in these colleges” and schools is, it is safe to
say, preater ihan in the Government secondlary oS-
tablishments, - !
" The Be'gian edocational edifice is crowned by four
Universities, of which two, ‘Ghent and Liege, are
State institutions; the other two,” that of Brussels amd
that of Louvafn, are entirely independent of Govern-
ment control, and conssquenily receive 5o assistance
from the State. The total number of undergardustes in
the yesr 1904-5; was 6098—or more than five times the
number receiving o similar educatior in 1830—the Ca-
tholic University of Louvain coming first with 2,134
studente. It is instructive to learn that of the enfmre
University population in the academic year 1904-5 at
least 33 per cent were attending the special schogls of
mining, engineering, Commerce, agriculture, ete., an ev-
idence of the growing' importance attached to purely
Pro‘essional traiming. In 1890 the proportlon was hut
15 per cent.

As might be expected in g countty so conspicuous for
industrial enterprise technical instruction receives m
large amount of attention and encotragement from Gov-
ernment and municipal bodies. That the Belgfans fully
recornze ths necessity of specialy training for youths des-
tined for ipdustrial or manufacturing purswits, may be
inferred from +the fact that in 1903-4 there existed
throughout the country 280 Institutions in  which &
st ctly commereial, professional; or technieal training
was imparted, the” number ol stuflents heing aboutj 43-
000, of whom 8,250 were pgfrls. Belgiuin has been the
first Burorean State to attemnpt a practical solution
of the clduge pensign difficility, as it has been the
firsb to lepislate for the satisfactory. housing of the
workers. M. Payen, a distinenished menther of the
French Institute, was well within the truth, when He
wrote wome time agg, tWat of ali the European cour-
Vries Belgium has in 4n these latter vears, matle the
noblest and most successful efforts for the furtherance
of social progress.' To the Catholic party, "in the
Chambers and fm the country, ‘must be awarded the
. praise of havine initdated and carvied through those
schemes of sootal hetterment which have not only been
admired but imitated by othed nations, For MOW mote
than twenty years Catholics have had  the administra-

“tion of the national afairs: Belgium is, in facht, ‘the
only country in Eurepe with 3 -dislinctively and pro-
fessedly Catholic Government.

In the steady development of t
in the rapd growth of commerci
satisfactory spres@ of education,
couragement given 1o the arts and
detly advanee of social reform, we have conclusive evi-
dence that ‘reactiorary clorinals ” are no enemiess to
genuine progress or true enlghtenment.
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Presentation to Mr. W. T. Ward, Dunedin

v

Mr, W. T. Ward, who has bieen appointed postmaster
at Palmerston North, was presentegpat the pchief Post
Office, Dumedin, on Thursday afternoon with a solid
Silver tea service, suitably inscribed, by his fellow-ofhi-
cers.  Representatives of all departments were present;
on the occasion.

The Chief Postmaster (Mr. W, St. . Douglas), 1in
making the” presentation, referred to the reciplent’s 18
years' connection with ‘the office, and on behalf of the
stafi congratulated him very heartily on his well-meri-
ted promotion. In all the responsible offices he had
held~-head of the Money Order Department, chief clerk,
and acting postmaster—Mr, Ward had ever displayed
marked ability, and had always discharged his duties in
2 “conscientious wmannér. They accordingly regretted
the departure of their cowmrade from amongst  them.
He -was always kindly and courteous, hoth as a superior

officer and man. He (Mr Douglas) had to ackrow-

and Uommunal subsidies for elemeniary education came
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