10 -

NEW ZEALAND TABLET

Thursday, April 30, 1908

that, of all others (with the solitary exception ot
Chinn), is most ridden by dark-lantern associatioms, it
is bardly a matlter of surprise that the imported eec-
faries and criminals do not at once throw off the me-
thods of the cellacral. But the anarchist assassin
has abused the rights of bospitality, and he must be
dariven across, or into the sea—if he has not previously
had his neck stretched by the slip-noose of the hang-

man, or bis evil soul chased out of his worthless body’

by the high-voltage curreni of the electric chair. Deal-
ing with the vast hody of usually peaceable and motral
immigrants thal pour year by vear into the Unhted
States, Bishop Walden (Ipiscopalianr Methodist) said, a

few weeks ago abt an inter-denominalional nissionnry-

conference at Oakland : ‘ What could we of other de-
nominations do with this great 'mmigrant horde if " it
were not for the Roman Catholic Church ? It ks the
grealest police power that could be exerted gver these
new millions, and it holds“them securely in its conser-
vative grasp, I want to ask you how we could take
care of the foreign-born who come to our cities, how
our police forces -could hamdie i1hem and control them,
were it not for the conservaiive influence of the Ro-
man Catholic Church ? I don't want to challenge you
Protestants ’* Bishop Walden continued, *but isn’t it a
fact that the Roman Catholic Church holds its children
closer than any other? And so long as’ this is 80,
its influence is most important in dealing with the
problem of the cities.® .

Bt -
How Education Tells

Dr. W. T. Harris, a former American Commissicter
of Educalion, 19 ecredited by the * Ave Maria’® with
having stated as follows the results of certain invesii-
gations made by him : * That a boy with omly a com-
mow school education has, in round nurvhens, one chance
in pine thousand.—Tkal a higk school training increases
this chance nearly twenty-two times.—That collepe edu-
cation added, gives the yvoung man about ten times tha
chance of a high school hoy, and 1wo hunilred times
the chance of the boy whose training stopped with the
common school.—That the A.B. graduate is pre-emiment-
1y successful, and that the self-educated man is incon-
splcuous ’.

*

This is not, of course, zlways the case—gven from
the poinf of view of the mere mental training acquired
in school. But the exceptlions are only just  about
humerous enouph to prove the rule. The story of the
great engineer gun-wizard, Sir Hiram Maxim, occurs to
our mind as the pen pursues ils gdigrag course oyer
the paper. 8ir Hiram’s school education was of the
yoorest. On the last day of his school life, his younger
sister carried off the first prize. Hiram, stupid, but
well-behaved, drew, as usual, none, T will pnow ’, maid
the teacher at the close of the distribution of prizes,
‘give a leather medal to the most stupid scholar in
the school’. ‘1 looked ahout me’, saia Sir Hiram,
‘and T was guite certain that it must be Kim Casley,
the double-thuwmbed hoy. But, no! The teacher
selected Hiram Maxim. I went forward, and was given
the only medal I have ever received im my life for
anything relating %o education’. -
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Reverting 1o ex-Commissioner Hartis’s investiga-
tioms, we find in the ‘‘Ave Maria’ some pertinemt re-
marks in regard to what constitutes the ¢ chance’ of °y,
boy. It is, of course, ‘success’, "And’, says the
4 Ave?, *‘“guccess”’ in this connection -most - Yikely
meens making a2 livelihood and acyuiring a more or less
notable fortune. It is {0 be presumed that Dr. Harris
implied, it he did pot express, the necessary proviso,
‘“ other things heing egual 7, else his assertions will be
open 1o wél[-groumded objections.  Honesty, integrity,
the sense of religious duty—in a word, character, is a
factor the presence or absence of which will account for
greater divergence in the careerms of yYoung men bhaw
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will” the mere diffierence between the common and the
high-,school training, or between the incomplete and the
finizhed college course.’ '

More, Theology . .

A greal deal of time—four” solid jears ovdinarily—
is devotod by Catholic ecclesiasiical students to ¢ the
queen of sciences * , theolegy. The solid grounding
which. they receive both in philosophical and theological
science leaves them, as a rule, well equipped fo dissect,
ihe fallacies of caliow theorists, such as the revamped
and oft-exposed old errois and misconceptions that con-
stitute the miscalled ¢ pew ? theology.~ The Rev. W,
Hewitson—whase meaty articles in ihe Dunedity ¢ Qut-
look ™ are always worth assimilating—emphasizes, in a2
recent dssue of “that paper, the meed of more theology
for students preparing for the Preshylerian ministry.
Principal Harper; of St.. Andrew’s College (Sydney),
holds wilh him (he says) that ‘ the thing necessary to-
day in training men is much more thorough instruction
in theclogy, It is dppalling lo. think—(said Le) what
would happen to the  Church if 2 greal heresy arose.
It would cateh the Church guite unprepared’'. And in
his recent work on ° Posilive Preaching ’, Principal
Forsyth wriles: °I say that, in the present  state of

,the Church, and certainly for the sake of lis pulpit,
" its ministers, and its future, theology is a’ greater need

than philanthropy. Because men do not know where
‘they are. They are only steering by dead reckoning—
when amything may happen.  But theology is “ Yaking
the sun .. Amnd it is wonderful—it is dangerous—how
few of our officers can use the sextant for themselves,
Yet what is the use of caplaing who are more at home
entertahning the passengers than navigating tire ship.’
*

It is not pleasant ta. contemplate the manmer in

which, outlside the Catholic Church, men—even, at
times;, the officers of the ship—are carried about by
every wind of doetrine.

The evil wrought wpon the
faith of many by a destructive and extreme ¢ higher
eriticismn ’, and by the passing fancies and shallow the-
ories of ‘the so-called ‘ new theology ’, recall to mind
some Temarks made by Dr. Harns Taylor, a former
-American Minister to-Spain, on a recent oceasion in
Washington. He said in. part: * The famous English
agnostic and historian, Buckle, who died at Damascus,
made, near the close of hig life, a pilgrimage to . the
Holy City with a caravan that included representative
divines from many denominations.  After he had dis-
cussed with them profoundly the 1heological problems
that agitated the world during the last generation, one
of ihe company called upon him to express his views
as to the essence of tlie issues involved, and  theif
probable outcome. In reply, Buckle said: ¢ I s&e, on
the ome hand, the young and growing host of agnose
ticism | on  the other, the older Christian host, . ond
wing of which rests on the disintegrating -~ dogma of
private judgment, the other on the eohesive dogma of
an infallible Church . He then added:  In my judg-
menf, the future of. Christianhty depends upon the
power of the Catholic Church to defend it 7.’

Ea bl -~ . H
The Catholic Church stands in serene ‘possession . a8
the judge of religious controversies. She is ‘not ap-

| palled, whether a great heresy - arises, or -a smhll.

' Becurus’ judicat orbem terrarum '~she passes judgment
in matters of faith and of .morals, secure from error.
For the Ahidimg Spirit is-in, the. Chureh *for ever’, to
teach her ‘.all truth’ (John, Xiw, 16-17, 26; xvi., 13-
14); and Christ (Whose ® body * she. js—tol., i., 18)-is
her life and "light and soul. The poet Dryden, after
his _conversion to the Catholic faith, wrote of her as
follows in ¢ The Hind and the- Panther * *— - - .

‘O gracious God ! how well - dést. Thou . provide

For erring judgments an unerting guide.

¥or ihis obscurity, how eould heaven. provide
.. More prudently than by a living guide ?

[t then remains: that Church can only he

The guide, which owns unfailing™eertainty *.

Iii’i Iii iiii ﬁi iireuit;hl but the exauisite flavor that has l :HHEBE‘S a.World of Differance. _betwe_en_'~ Genuine Hondai




