
St. Vincent de Paul Orphanage, South Dunedin

maniS the Boatman.,' which is described as airo-mantic musical drama,, was the play selectedthis yearto be given in aid of the funds of the St. Vincent dePaul Orphanage, Smith Dunedin. The drama had beenlnnwn 7-h-ifHhear^' ai?d -this' together with the wellKnown ability of the principal performers, led to the ex-pectation- of.a, production superior<to that eromerally
reSSed^f'&t^^i*1118

"

«P??tation was fully.,lealised was admitted by all who witnessed the firstperformance in His Majesty's Theatre on Monday ev-
w& ? £ aS an amMtious undertaking, considering thelength of the play an,d the dramatic talent necessary to"?nr it? 5S2aJr"partß' **** therefore lh°se responsible \for its production are to be warmly congratulated on

-
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eSrt.rfleViT There were points'-heie and there, as there are shortcomings in nearly allfirst-performances- evenly professionals But on the
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following evenings these defects had almost,wholly.,dia- »
appeared. Tihe performers were letter perfect in theirparts. The title-role was -admirably -filled, by"Mr. PercyJames, who ■. made an ideal ""Hans, the.simple-mina'eu,light-liearted, child-loving boatsman. Mr> James's-.'hum-or and his' singing of several introduced-.sdngs werehighly appreciatedby the large audience. The roughbutwarm-hearted YanJc Thursßy was'.im)p~«rsQma-ted''-to life -
by Mi. S. H. Osborne, whose 'acting "throughout" was ex-
tremely natural, Miss Tot B-rennan., acted, with- much
vivacity'and.- a keen appreciation of the requirements-.ol^the character, the part of Thomas Jefferson Thiirsby",%

"'"
gul withi a heart of gold. Miss Jean Fraer displayed

-
a practical conception of the character of Gladys Far-well, and sustained the,part with a considerable meas-ure of success. Mr. J. Brennan filled in" a conscientiousmanner the part of Mr. Farwell, a visitor from

-
New--ll^ork. The thankless role of villain fell to' Mr. P. ,R.I<ordhaim, who displayed the usual lack -of honor, andthe cynicism peculiar to such individuals, whilstMr. J

Dee gave a faithful presentation of the character -of"Lieutenant Finch. Master Fritz Valentine did admirably,as little 'Hans, and secured a round of applause " for-his -song. Minor characters^were filled by Miss NellieFinnegan as Baby Coquette^ and Miss Molly Brennan- asLittle Fritz. A number of children, who had
'

.-beentrained by Miss Major, gave some choruses, and other-"
wise .contributed to the evening's amusement.- The'piecewas well staged, and the scenery Avas very-appropriateand .effective. The drama was produced under thedir-ection, of Mr. Percy James, who. deserves every " credit-for its success, whilst-Mr. George King .was itage'irian-agcr, the- business part being in the capable Hands of- -
Mr. J. J. Marlow, as honorary secretary, who is noted" ■

tor the financial' success which results from all suchundertakings with which he is connected-! The dramawas also, produced on Tuesday and Wednesday evenings',
—

when the attendance was again very good

" i* The Virginal Life. ' By the Very Rev. P. J.Power, J-lawera. " Anything from the pen of the learnedpastor of Ilawera deseives a welcome at the hands > ofNew Zealand Catholic readers. The present publication
consists chiefly of six discourses on the virginal state,which are at the same time expository, devotional, arid(though not in form) apologetic. The circumstance thatgave rise to them was the publication of an allegedinterview between a correspondent and Pope Pius X
which (says the Very Rev. author)

'
created animpres-

sion amongst many nou-Catnolics in this Dominion,that
the Holy Father, when directly questioned, was unable
to justify a preference for the Celibate and Virginal
Life '. The discourses do not purport to be .' a treatiseon Virginity, but just a few thoughts to"show how andwhy Virginity has always been considered by the Churcha lugger, holier, and more-perfect state than marriage '.What the author modestly terms

'
just a few thoughts 'constitute, nevertheless, a really excellent populartreatise, in coimipact form, on ,the subject on the follpw-ing] welMihought land1 comprehensive lines " (1) TineBeauty of the Virginal Life ; (2) The Force of its

Example ; (3) It Propagates Christianity: (4) TheWorks of Corporal Mercy ; (5) Choice of -a State ofLife; (6) On Spiritual -Direction. The style is of theeasy-flowing, and at times eloquent, kind with winchmany of our readers, ■ have been acquainted who haveperused previous publications of -Father Power. Thesediscourses give useful instruction on a subject onwhichthe means of instruction are not ready to the hands ofour people, and they \are well calculated to foster voca-tions among, those who are called to '
the betterpart.We commend the new publication to the clergy, con-vents, and the general reader. An announcement inregard to it appears in our advertising columns Byspecial request there is appended to the little boolothe author's discourse at the month's mind of the latelamented Father Lewis, of Wellington._ 'Children's Retreats Preparing .for First ConfessionFirst Holy Communion, and Ccnflrmatron'. By theRev. P. A. Halpin. We have just received this reallypractical and devout work from the publisher, JosephFWagner, New York. It is a very valuable aid to theclergy and those in charge, of Catholic .schools in thedifficuli and important work of preparing the children-for the worthy reception of the Sacraments named inthe title. The autJicr seems to have had considerate

experience with,children,, and to have learned the art ofgetting to the child-mind by pretty shiort and easycuts. Ihe seven discourses for each retreat are markedby great directness and simplicity of language, clearnessof exposition in matters of dogma, easily understoodallusions and illustrations- from Scripture and historyand useful practical directions and instructions— allwithin the capacity of the average child of an age toreceive the Sacraments referred to. Apart from theimmediate purpose of its publication, the book wouldform a useful aid to the clergy,- to teachers in Cath-olic schools and to all engaged in catechetical 'workS\!laJ?° h Si", price one dollar; obtainable fromthe publishers a:nd -through, all Catholic-booksellers)
309-311 Little Collins Sl., Melbourne) we have receivedthe October number of the American 'EcclesiasticalReview. This monthly publication for -the clergy loneago assumed;an international character. The -contentsfor October include articles on '

A Catholic Bible So-ciety '.An Historical Sketch of the Temporal Power '"epeitv > mte*esi"% articles, and the ' Analecta \c^SS&ne?* ° thCr SWing fCatureS Of «" «:

19

JyfEW ZEALAND RAIL/WA. Y"&
CHRISTMAS AND YEAR HOEIDAYSr '-'■

1907-08. ■
" -■""-

■ EXCURSION FARES. -: - '

o
_ = Jr? ÎDAY

A
EXCURSION TICKETS will "beiPsuei from ANY§E&F£°S. to ANY ST T̂ION on -Hurunui-Bluff Section from-MONDAY, 16th December,to THURSDAY,2nd"January,availablefor return up toand including SATURDAY, 15thFebrnary,1908.

The return fareswill be :-FirstClasa2dper mile, SecondClasaIdper mile ; theminimum being 4s and2s respectively.
Goods andLiveStock Traffic willbe SUSPENDED on25th and2CthDecember, andIstand2ndJanuary.

BY ORDER.

Sniith&Sniith Ltd.
OIL and OLOR MERCHANTS.

WALLPAPER WAREHOUSEMEN.
Designers and Makers of Seamed Glass Windows—

Ecclesiastical and Domestic
—

alsoLeaded Lights.
For up-to-date^, suggestions_, in all Glass

Decorations we- are unequalled in the '"'
'■:

Dominion.
Gainers of the Coveted Gold Medal against all

European competitors at the, recent Inter- ■*>V\-^' -
N national Exhibition at Ohxistchurch;

Agent? for "" Toronto Roofing " Company's
"

Metallic■ Steel 'Ceiling and Walls— A Beautiful Interior -Finish, that suits every'"
class of building— Fireproof, Sanitary,Washable, -andWonderfully
Durable. Plans. Catalogues, and. full particulars furnished onapplication. . _ ■ ■

Importers of. Artiata' Materials. BrusKes, Plaques., and allrequisitessuitablefor ConventSchools. „
Bevelled Mirrors(framedor unframed);aspecialty.

~OCTAQOJsf DUNEDIN
' WELLINGTON AND OHRISTOHURCH.


