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New Books

' The Virginal Life’. * By the Very Rev. P. .J.
Power, .Hawera. ' Anything from the pen of lhe learued
pasiol of Ilawera desezves a welcome at the hands . of
The present publication
consisls chielly of six discourses on the virgihal state,
which are at the same time expository, devotional, and
(though not in form) apologetic. The circumstance that
gave rise to them was ilhe publication of an alleged
interview Detween a correspondent and Pope Pius X,
which (says the Very Rev. author) * created an impres-
sion” amongst many non-Catlolics in 1his Dominion that
the Holy Father, when direetly questioned, was unable
lo justify a preference for the Celibate and Virginal
Life ’.  The discourses do not purport to be ‘ a irealise
on Virginity, but just a few thoughts to show how and
why Virginity has always been considered by the Chutch
a higher, holier, and more perfect state than marriage '.
What the author medestly terms ¢ just a few thoughis *
conslitute, mnevertheless, a
Lreatlise, in compact form, on Jhe subject on the follpw-
ing) wellvthought wnd comprehensive lines (1) The
Beauty of the Virgifal Life; (2) The Force of its
Example ; (3) It Propagates Christiacily ; (4) The
Works of Corporal Mercy; (5) Choice of -a Slate of
Life; (6) On Spiritual Direclion. The style is of the
easy-flowing, and at times eloquent, kind wilh which
many of our readers ' have heen acquainted who have
perused previous publications of -Father Power. These
discourses give usefuyl insiruction on a suhiject on which
the ‘means of instruction are not ready to the hands of
our' people, and ihey “are well ealculaled to foster voca-
tions among those who are called to ° the bebter part’.

We commend ihe new publication to the clergy, con-
vents, and the general rcader, An announcement in
regard 1o it appears in our adveriising columns. By
special request there is appended to the litkle ool

the author's discourse at the month’s mind of lhe late
lamented Father Lewis, of Wellington.

* Children’s Retreals Preparing for First Confession,
First Holy Communion, and Confirmetion °. By the
Rev. P. A. Halpin. We have just received this really
practical and devout work from the publisher, Joseph F.
Wagner, New York. It is a very valuable aid to the
clergy and those in charge. of Catholic schools in  ihe
difficuld and imporlant work of preparing the children-
for the worthy receplion of 1he Sacraments named in
the iitle. The auther seems 1o have had considerabde
experience with,children, and to have learned the art of
getling to the child-mind by pretdy short and casy
culs.  The seven discourses for each retreat are marked
by great direciness and simplicily of language, clearness
of exposilion in maliers of dogma, easily understood
allusions and illustralions from Scripture and histlery,
and usefol practical directions and instruclions—all
within the ecapacity of lhe average child of an age lo
recelve the Sacraments referred to. Apart from the
immediate purpose of ilsg publication, 1he hook woulll
forin a ‘useful aid 1o tlhe clergy,” to leachers in Caih-
olic schools, and to all engaged in catechelleal “worle.
(Pp. 170, cloth gilt, price one dollar ; obtainahle from
the publishers and thcough all Catholic - hooksellers),

From the *Australasian agent (Mr. W. P, Linehan,
308-311 Little Colling St., Melbourne) we have recejved
the Oclober number of the American ' Ecelesiastical
Review ’.  This monihly publicaiion for -ihe clergy long
ago assumed” an international character. The -conbents
Tor October include ariicles on * A Catholic Bihle So-
ciety °, ' An Historieal Skeleh of Lhe Temporal Power ?,
several other interesiing arlicles, and the ° Analecia ’

‘ Conferences ', and oiher standing features of 1his ex-
cellent magazine. 3

St. Vincent de Paul Orplianage, _South . Dunedin

“Ians the Boatman,’ which is described as a ro-
mantic musical drama, was the play selectod this year
to be given in aid of the funds .of the S8t. Vincent de
Pau_l Orphanage, Soulh Dunedin. The drama had been
actively ’ rehearsed, and this, together with {lhe well
Enown ahilily of the principal performers, led 1o the ex-

2 & production superior - to  that generally
given by amateurs, and that this expectation was fully _
realised was admitfed by all who witnessed 1he firsh
pepformance in Hig Majesty's Theatre on Monday ev-
ening: It was an amhitious undertaking, considering ihe
length of the play and the dramatic talent necessary to°
fill the principal parts, and therefore those responsible
for its production nre to bhe
lhe success achieved. There were a few weak points -
here and there, as there are shortcomings in nearly all
first-performances even by professionals. But on the

warmly congratulated on 2

really excellent popular ~

Iollowing evenings these defects had a}:most,wholly:\di's- .
appeared. The performers wefe lelter perfect in  their-
parts. The litle-role was -admirably filled by Mr, Percy
James, who . made an ideal © Hans, the. simple-mindéd,
light-hearfed, child-loving hoatsman. Mr> James's hum-
or and his® singing of several introduced-.séngs were
highly appreciated by the large audience. The rough but
warm-hearted Yank Thursby was' impgersonated to life
by Mz. S. H, Oshorne, whosc acting throtighout” was ex-
tremely nalural, Miss Tot Brennam, acted, with- much
vivacity and-a keen appreciation of the réguirenrents :;of
the character, the parl of Thommas Jefferson Thurshy, & -
girl witlhh a heart of* gold, Miss Jean Fraer displayed -
a praclical conceplion of the character of Gladys IFar-
well, and sustained the,part with a considerable meas-
ure of success. Mr. J. Bremnan filled in a conscientious
manner ihe part of Mr. Farwell, s visibtor from - New--}
York. The thankless role of villain fell to Mr. P. R,
Fordham, who displayed the usual lack -of honor, and
the cynicism peculiar to such individuals, whilst Mr. J.
Dee gave a faithful presentation of {he character --of ~
Lieutenant Fineh. Master Frilz Valentine did ag¢mirably.
as liile 'Hans, and seewred a round of applause ~ for-
his song. Minor characters were filled hy Miss Nellie
Finnegan as Baby Coquetie, and Miss Molly Brennamw as
Little Frilz. A number of children, who bhad ' -been.
trained by Miss Major, gave some choruses. and obher-
wise contributed to the evening’s amusement.- The piece
was well staged, and the secencry was very: appidpriate
and effective, The drama was producod under the dir-
ection of Mi’. Fercy James, who. deserves every . credit
for ils success, whilst Mr. George King was stage man-
ager, Lhe'business part heing in ihe capable hands of- -
Mr. J. J. Marlow, as hongrary secretary, who is .noted -
for the finanecial” success which resulls from all _such
undertakings wilh which he is connected. The drama
was also. produced on Tuesday and Wodnesday evenings, -~
when the aliendance ‘wag again very goaod. :

NEV ZEALAND RAILWAYS
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" EXCURSION FARES.

. POLIDAY EXCURSION -’].:IGKE'!‘S will be issued from ANY N
STATION to ANY STATION mm Hurunni-Bluff Seotiod from*
MOTDAY, 16th December, to THURSDAY, 2nd J: anuary, available
for xeturn up to and ineluding SATURDAY, 15tk February, 1908.

The return fares will be : -First Class 24 per mile, Becond Clasa
1d per mile; the minimum heing 48 and 2a respectively, L

Goods and Live Stock Traffic will be BUSPENDED on 25th and
266h Deceraber, and 15t and 2nd January, ’

BY ORDER.

Smith & Smith Ltd,

OIL and OLOR MERGHANTS, -
© WALLPAPER WAREHOUSEMEN.

Designers and Makers of Stained Glass Windows-—
Ecclesiastical and Domestic—also Leaded Lights,
For up-to-datg suggestions_in all Glass .
Decorations we- are wnequalled in the ' =°
Dominion.

Gainers of the Coveted Gold Medal against all. |
European competitors at the.recent Inters «,. -
. national Exhibition at Christchurch: ~ .-

Agants for “ Toronte Roofing - Company’s »
Ceiling and Walls-——A Besutiful Interior -Finigh
class of banilding-—Fireproof, ‘Sanitary,
Durable,” Plans, Catalogues,
application, - . -, ..

Importers of. Artiste’ Materiels, Bruskes,” Plagues, and all
rcquisites seitabla for Convent Schools, - -

,Bevelled Mirrors (framed or nnframad): n specialty, .

Metallic - Stegl, :
L - that snits every
Washable. and Wonderfully
and . fall particulars farpished on
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S

[OCTAGON, DUNEDIN
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*  WELLINGTON AND CHRISTCHURGH,



