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T Sciencg Siftings :

By ‘Volt*

~ The G'IBBIEI oE-the Sea

The green color of ocean water depends upon the
number of medusae and other minute animal forms which
inhabit it. "The deep green northern seas literally
swarm with these minature creatures. In gome places,
28 many as 128 of them have been found in a single
cubic inch of water. ¥rom soundings made in the dis-
tricts where these creatures are found in such immenss
htumbers, it is probable that the waters will average a
mile in depth. Whethe? these formis occupy fhe whole
deptly is uncertafh., Provided, however, the depih 1o
which they extemd is but 250 fathoms, an immense num-
ber of one species may occur within a space of ond
square -mile. i -

The Crawfish’s- Tail

The tail of-a crawfish serves that animal as an oar.
By a peculial jerk of the .tail, the animal can retire
from a dangerous object with almost jncredible swiftness
The fail is much more effeclive in moving fhe animal
betkward than forward, s singular instapce of adap-
tfation {o its situation, for by means of its tail it can

. withdraw into its hole with such swiftness, as in an in-
stant- to place it out of danger’ -
rd
Lasting Qualitics of Wood

Some finteresfing experimenis have been made to as-
certain which wood lasts the longmest. It was “found
that birch and aspen decayed in threes yeals, maple and
ried beech in five years, and ¢lm and ash in seven years,

>

Oak, Scottish fir, and Weymouth pine decayed.to-the -

depth of half an inch in seven years. In-situtations so
free from moisture that they may be practically called
dry, the durability of timber is unlimited. The roof of
‘Westminster Hall is more +than four hymdréd and fifty -
years oMl -
) A Spider’s Web .
Rightly considered, a spider’s web iz a most curious
as well as a most beautiful thing. The majority of chil-
dren suppose that the spider’s web is pulled loub of his
‘moyuth and that the little insect has a large reel of the
stuff in his stomach, amd that he could almost instantiy
add feet, yards,- or rods to the roll. The facts are that
tthe spiders havéd a regular spinning machine, a set of
tiny tubes, at the far end of the hody, and that the
“threads are nothing more nor less than a white sticky
flyid, whioh hardens as soon as it comes in contact with
the air ]
Formalion of Rainbows .
. A fine rain and a strong sun are mnecessary for the
formation of white rainbows. The phenomenonis due to -
‘the optical principle known as interference, If the drops
of water be every small, the interference of the rays causes
a complete overlapping of the color and the bow appears
‘white. The various prismatic colors, instead of being
thrown out separately, as in {he ordinary prism, are
thrown one on fop of the other, and the light is cast by
#the sun on a sheet of rzin. The resull is still more no-
ticeable where a fog takes the place of the rain.
. * An Eleetric Tree
A German authority has recently announced ihe dis-
corery of @ tree in the forests of Central India which
haa most curious chavacteristics. The leaves of the tree
are.of a highlg sepsitive nature, and so full of electri-
city that whodver touches one of them receives an elec-
tric shock. It bas a very singulat effect upon a magnet-
ic needle, and will inflzence if at =a distance of even.
seventy feet. The electrical strength of the tree varies
according to the time of day, it being strongest at mid-
day and weakest at midnight. In wet weather its
powers disappear altogether. Birds.newer approach the
tree, nor have insects ever heen seen upon if.

- A Remarkahble Cave -

Two gold prospectors recently disecovered in the San-
tx. Susanna Mounbains, =about #ffty miles from Los
Angeles, California, the largest -and mostr rematkable
cave in Western America, While looking for indications
of dold, they fournd art opening, which they entened.
The opeming led to a greatl cavern, comsisting of many
passages, some of them wide, but most of them narrow
and lofty. The passages lead into preat halis, some con-

- tafining an acre, studded with stalagmites and stalae-
tites, in some cages so thickly that ‘it is difficult to get
through. The walls of one of these halls are covered
with rude drawings of the chase, some almost obliter-
ated, bub others still clear.

" ence for

- Intercolonial

_ The % Advocate ' states that His Grace the Archbish.
op of Melbourne intends to_leave on his visit * ad limina’
to Rome about Easter next.

- The entertainment given recently in Sydney in aid of
tha fund being raised for ' Eva ' of the ' Nation ' netied
about £100 - '

_ The Very Rev, G. O'Farrell, O.P., of North Ade-
laide, who recently met with a severe accident near
;Mglfng, is progressing, favorably in St.-Vincent’s Hos-
pital, )

A new Cathedral is to be uillt in Geraldton (W.A.),
which is estimatd to cost £10,000, £2,000 of whichis
in hand. The Cathblics of the fown held a bazajar re-
cently, which netted considerably over £200.

Miss Dolly Castles,  formerly of Mr. J. C, William-
son's Comidc Opera Company in Australia has appeared
at. the Galety Thdatre, London, 1in‘ The Girls of Got-
tenberg.’ .Miss Castles scored a success.

The Rev. Father Denis Mitchell, C.3S.R., a native
of Ballarat; whd has béen nine monihs in Europe com-
pleting his stgdies, returned to Australia a couple of
weeks ago, It is understood he will be attached to the
Waratah mission.

Arrangements are being made for building a resid-
Bishop Murray at S{. Monica’s Cairns, - The
new building “will be completed so as to be ready for
opiscopal ecccupation on the return of the ‘Bishop from
the old world. v . )

_ The Rev. Father Benezeth, S.M., who recently ar-
rived from France, accompanied by several Brothers, leff
Sydney last week for mission work in Samoa. Father
Banezeth, was compelled to serve as a soldier for twelve
months in the French army, in accordance with that
JRepublic’'s drastic law against the-Church: :

In the recent primary-ezaminationss of Adelaide
‘University, the Catholic schools of West Australia se-
cured more than one-thizrd of the entire passes of the
State. This must be regarded as eminently satisfactory,
seeing that in that Stale, Catholics are not more than
one-in five of the population. . :

His Grace the \Archhishop of MeY¥bourne has appointed
Rev. J: Barry (8t. Kilda East) 1o the charge of -the

“Mansfield -parish. The former pastor, Rev: J. J, Egan,

owing to ill-health, has.been transferred io Williams-
town as massistant priest.

The death on November 2, of the Rev Mary Stan-
islaus Nolan, Mother Superior of the Brigidine Convent,-
‘Beechworth (Vie.)' was not altogelher unexpected, as
she had suffered ffom. a long ilines.. She was sigby-
twip years of age' She made her vows' at the Brigidine
Convent, Abbeyleix, Queen's County, of which ‘her sister,
who_predeceased her by two years, was Mother Superior.

It was announced at a meeting presided over by the
Bishop of Bailarat, held at "S4. Patrick’s-Cathedral on_
November 8, that the profits of the recent-. Common-
wealtlt Bazaar had heen allocated. The sum of £900
has been applied to the Hquidation of the debt in St.
Patrick’s Cathedral, £811 to St. Alipius’ Church, Bal-
larat Fast, and £333 1o the Christian Brothers’
Sohool at Redan. Each  of these ihree buildings is now
free of debt. The balance in hand will be devoted to re-
tiling St. Patrick's Cathedral.

In the Catholic Churches of "Hobart on. Sunday,
November 3, references were made t0 the death of Lord
Gormansbory and the °© Dead March '’ was . played morn-
ing and evening., On monday morning a selemn Reguiem
Mass for his lordship was celebrated at St. Mary’s
Cathedral. _Very Rev. P. R. Hennebry. was celebrant,
Reys. M. O, Carroll and J. Barry deacons, and Rev, M.
W. Gilleran master of ceremonies. The nave of the
LJathedral was well filled by a congregation of the
friends of the deceased. and the children from the Cath-
olie schools. . -

Major T .M. M'Inermey, who has bheen created a
-C.M.G., is a Victorian officer with a distinguished ca-

.reer in South Africa. He is a brother -of ihe Rev. J.

M‘Ineérney, S.J., (Richmond, Vie). He went as lieu-
tenant with a contingent to Soulh 'Alrica. Tle was
waounded and taken puisoner. Shorily aiter his release
he was appointed Queen’s Advocate and Chief Mapis-
trate of Pretoria. He was afterwards appointed Viece-
Presideni of +the Commission which dealt with the
settlement of war claims. He returned 1o Victoria quite -
recently.
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