
To give you some more general directions, VenerableBrethren, in a matter of such moment, We bid you doeverything in your power to drive out of your dioceses,
evenby solemn interdict,any pernicious books that may
be incirculation there. The Holy See neglects no means
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to putdown writings of this kind,but thenumber of themhas now grown to such an extent that it is impossible tocensure them all. Hence it happens that the medicinesometimes arrives too late, for the disease has taken rootduring the"delay. We, will, therefore, that the Bishops,putting aside.,all fear and the prudence of flesh, despisingthe outcries of the wicked, gently, by allmeansbut con-stantly, do each his own share of this work,remembering
the injunctions of Leo XIII. in the Apostolic Constitution_Officiorum :Let the Ordinaries, acting in this also as Dele-gates of the Apostolic See, exert themselves todescribe and'put out of reach of the faithful injurious books or other writ-
ings printedor circulated in their dioceses.'In this passagethe Bishops it is true, receive a right, but they have alsoa duty imposed on them. Let no Bishop think that hefulfils his duty by denouncing to us one or two books,
whilea greatmany others of the samekind arebeingpub-
lished andcirculated. Nor,are you tobe deterredby thefact that a book has obtained the Imprimatur elsewhere,both because this maybe merely simulated,-and Becauseitmay have been granted through carelessness oreasinessor excessive confidence in the author as may sometimeshappen inreligious Orders. Besides, just astne samefooddoes not agree equally with everybody, it may happenthat abook harmless in one way, on account of the1 diff-
erent circumstances be hurtful in another. Should aBishop, therefore, after having taken the advice of pru-dent persons,deem ita right tocondemnanyofsuch booksin his diocese, We not only give him ample faculty to doso but we impose it upon him as a duty to do so. Ofcourse,it is Our wish that in such action proper regardbeused, and sometimes it will suffice to restrict the pro-hibition to.the clergy ; but evenin such cases it will beobligatory onCatholic booksellers not to putonsale bookscondemned by the Bishop. And while we are on thesubject of .booksellers, We wish the Bishops to see ,to itthat they do not, through desire for gain,put onsale un-sound books. Itis certain that in the catalogues of some 'of them the books of the Modernists arenot unfrequently
announced with no small praise. If they refuse obediencelet the Bishops have no hesitation indepriving them ofthe title of Catholic booksellers ; so too, and with morereason, if they have the title of Episcopal booksellers, and
iithey have that of Pontifical, let them be denounced tothe Apostolic See. Finally, We remind all of the XXVI.article of the above-mentioned Constitution Officiorum :.
All those who have obtained anapostolicfaculty to read andkeep,forbidden books, arenot therebyauthorised to read books
and periodicals forbidden by the local Ordinaries, unlessthe appstolic faculty expressly concedes permission to readand keepbooks condemned by anybody.

4.
— Censoeship.

4. But id is not enough to hinder the reading and thesale of bad books— i$ is also necessary to prevent themfrom being printed. Hence let the Bishops use- the ut-
most severity in granting permission toprint. Under the
rules of the Constitution Ofjiciorum, many publications
require the authorisation of the Ordinary, and in somedioceses ithas been made the custom to,have a suitablenumber ofofficial censors for the examination of writings.
We"have thehighestpraise for this institution,' and We not
only exhort,but We order that it be extended-to all dio-
ceses. In all episcopal Curias, therefore, let censors beappointedfor therevisionof worksintended forpublication,
andlet the censors bechosen from theranks of theclergy—
secular andregular— menof age,knowledge and prudence
who will know how to follow the golden mean in theirjudgments. It shall be their office to examine everything
which requires permission for publication, according to.
Articles XLI. and XLII. of the above-mentioned Con-stitution. The censor shall give his verdict in writing.
If it be favourable, the Bishop will give the permission
for publication by the word Imprimatur, which mustalways be precededby the Nihil obstat and the nameeofthe Censor. In the Curia of Rome official censors
shallbefappointed just as elsewhere, and the appointment
of them shallappertain totheMaster of theSacred Palaces,
afterJihey have been proposed to the Cardinal Vicar^and

Predecessor in these most grave words prescribed: Ifyou carefully search for the causeof those errors youwill findthat it lies in the fact-that in these days when the naturalsciences absorb so much study, the more severe and lofty
studies have been proportionately neglected— some of themhave almost passed into oblivion, some of them are pursued
in a half-hearted or superficial way, and, sad to.say, nowthat they are fallen from their old estate, they have beendisfigured by perverse doctrines and monstrous errors (lococit). We ordain, therefore, that the study of natural
science in the seminaries be carried on under this law.

2.
—

Practical Application.

2. All these prescriptions and those of Our Predecessor
are to be borne in mind whenever there is a question ofchoosing directors and professors for seminaries andCatholic Universities. Anybodywho inany wayis found tobeimbued withModernismis tobeexcluded without com-
punction from these offices, and those who alreadyoccupythem are to be withdrawn. The same policy is to beadopted towards those who favour Modernism either byextolling the Modernists or excusing their culpable con-duct, by criticising scholasticism, the Holy Father, or byrefusing obedience to ecclesiastical authority in any ofits depositaries p and towards those who show a love ofnovelty in history, archseology, biblical exegesis, andfinally towards those who neglect the sacred sciences
appear toprefer to them the profane. Inall thisquestion
of studies, Venerable Brethren, you cannotbe too watch-
ful or too constant, but most of all in the choice ofprofessors, for asa rule the students aremodelled after thepattern of their masters. Strong in the consciousness ofyour duty, act always prudently but vigorously.

Equal diligenceandseverity areto be usedinexamining
and selecting candidates for Holy Orders. Far, fair fromthe clergy be the love of novelty! God hates the proudand the obstinate. For the future the doctorate of theo-logy and canon law must never be conferred onanybodywho has not made the regular 'course of scholastic philo-sophy; if conferred it shallbeheld asnull and void.N Therules laid down in 1896 by the Sacred Congregation qJ
Bishops and Regulars for the clerics, both secular andregular, of Italy concerning the frequenting of Univer-sities,Wenow decreetobeextended toallnations. Clericsandpriests inscribed in a Catholic Institute or University
must not in the future follow in civil Universities thosecourses for which there are chairs in the Catholic Instit-
utes to which they,belong. If this has been permittedanywherein thepast, We ordain that ii> benotallowed forthe future. Let the Bishops who form the GoverningBoard of such Catholic Institutes or Universities watchwith all care that these Our commands be constantly
observed. *

3.
— Episcopal.Vigilance over Publications.

3. It is also the duty of the Bishops to prevent writings
infected with Modernism or favourable to it from being
read when they have -been published, and tohinder theirpublication when they have not. No book or paper orperiodical of this kind must everbe permitted to semin-arists or university students. The injury,to them wouldbe equal to that caused by immoral reading— nay, itwould be greater for such writings poison Christian lifeat its very fount. The same decision is tobe taken con-
cerning the writings of some Catholics, who, though notbadly disposed themselves but ill-instructed in theological
studies and imbued with modern philosophy, strive tomake this'harmonise with the faith, and, as they say, to-turn it to the accpuntof the faith. The nameand repu-tation of these authors cause them to be read withoutsuspicion, and they are, therefore, all the more dangerous
in preparing the way for Modernism.
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