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THE ASHTOWN ‘OUTRAGE’® -
—_ }
OLICE OFFICER'S §ENSATIONAL_ REPORT

About the middle of Augist we were informed by cable
that a bomb had been exploded at Lord Ashtown’s shooting lodge
at Glensheiry, Waterford, where the owner had arrived the
previous day. The following embellishments were.also added io
the cabled item for tRe edification of colonial readers, althomgh
there js not a word about a ‘ladder’ and ‘sacks saturated with
paraffin,’ ete., in the police report of the explosion :—* Sacks
saturated in parafin were hurled after the explosion into the
drawing room. A ladder, which was too short to reach Lord
Ashtown’s window, was found below in n shattersd condition.’
Bince thenr a good deal of attention has heen given to the
matter both in Parliament and in the public Press. The Irish
Parliamentary Party have repeatedly asked for a searching in-
quiry into the mysterious circumstandes surrounding the °ont-
. rage,” but, for soms unaccountable reason, the Government
have declined to accede to their request. Lord Ashtown made
@ claim, and has been granted tompensation for malicious injury
to property. At the inquiry into the claim for compensation
Captain Lloyd, a CGovernment expert on explosives, said he
considered the window and shutiers were open when the bomb
exploded. Our. Home exchanges by the last niail publish the
following sensational report on the alleged ontrage by District
Inspector Preston :— -

‘ Cappoquin, September 11, 1907.

‘ About 1.35 a.m. on August 14 last a bomb was-exploded at
Lord Ashtown’s shooting lodge at Glenaheiry, deing consider-
able damage. Sergeant Patrick Rielly visited the scene w'thin
an hour of the occurrence, and his report i'egarding what -he
found has already been furnished :— ' ,

‘ At the time of the outrage I was on duty in County Antrim,
and, thoagh I was wired to retarn ab once by the Inspector-
General, X did not arrive on the scene until Aungust 17, In the
interim Mr Jemnings, C.L, Mr Rogers, C.L., and Mr weedy,
“D.I., had visited the scene. In accordance with my instructions
I took and am still-in entire charge of the case. When I
arrived ab Glenaheiry Lodge I cansed everything to be replaced
exactly as found by the police whe were early on the scene;
though, indeed, with the exception of those articles which it
was necessary to take posséssion of, the whole™place appeared

undisturbed. T was informed by the local police that the ex-

plosion had been cansed by a metal bomb, and I was shown by
them & number of pieces of metal, which ¥ examined. I found
that these pieces of metal formed portions of what had heen
an oval pot, measuring 16 x 12 x 10 inches. It appeared to have
had & metal lid, in which five eircular holes had been beved, as
if to admit the fuse. All the pieces were marked with exploded
powder, and there were powder marks on the ceiling of the
drawing room and on the woodwork of portions of the unmov-
able structure of the window facing the door. Amongst the
debris was found an iron band, about Iiin wide and 4in thick,
and recently worked. This appeared to have been passed under
the pot, and up both the sides rather more than flush with the
Lid. The ends of this band were threaded to receive nuts, but
the upper portions of the threads had been blown off. A flat
metal plate, about 1fin wide, was also found. It was slightly
bent, and had four holes bored in it, as if intended to fit on the
threaded three-sided bhand. Two nuts, with the raissing par-
tions of the threads attached, were also fonnd. I was apparent
that the lid of the pot had been secured in position by these
~ articles.
© ‘I observed that the lower half of the window at which
the explosion oceeurred was open almost to its full extent. I
~was informed, when I inguired, that it was found in that posi-
tion after the explosion, and it was stated that it had heen
blown into such position. ®
: A Benrching Ingniry ’
led me to form the conclusions that {1) the bomb had heen
placed on the outside window sill of that window of the drawing
room- which faces the door, and that at the time of the ex.
plosion (2) this window was wide open; (3) the shutters were
open and unbarred, and (4) the drawing room door was wide
open. I was given to understand that on the night of the ex-
‘plosion the house was ocoupied by Lord Ashtown, James
Graham (gamekeeper), Mrs Graham, her two young children,
and Alice Cudd (Mrs Graham’s sister). I questioned Graham on
August 17, and subsequently on the 19th and 21st, with re-
ference to the closing of the doors and windows on the night of

August 13 He stated that. while J.ord Ashtown was at dinner,
between 8 pim. and 8.30 p.ni, e went into the drawing room
and shat all the windows, and shut and harred all the shutters.
Alice Cudd stated on the 17th, and agein on August 19, that on
the night of the explosion, after Lord Ashtown had gone-to bed,
about 9.30, she went into the drawing roomla.nd put out the
lights. She was certain the shutters were then shmi, and.that
she shut the door when _she came out. - oL

‘I reported these matters to the Inspector-General,. and I
asked that an expert in explosives from the Home Office should
be sent. On August 21 Capbain Lloyd, from the HMome Office,
visited the scene, and -

o He Corroborated the Conclusions
te which I had come. Sergeant Read, R.LIC., photographer,
took photographs of the window on the same date. B

* The pot used had peculiar * luge*' or **ears’ for hanging
it upon the * hangers” over the fire.  Qne portion of the pot
had one of those *‘lugs” attached intact. This porticn was
shown on August 28 to Mrs Lizzie Williamson, widow of:'ﬁhe
former gamekeeper, and who had resided at Glenaheiry Fodge
for many years- up to about twelve months ago. 'She stated
that when she left (ilenaheiry there was a similar pot, with
similar -**lugs;”* lying in the pump house there, in which pot
whitewash uged to be kept. On receipt of this statement I
caused a number of portions of the bomb to be analysed, with
the result that traces of lime were found on both sides of the
portions submitted to the analyst. No such pot can be found
about (lenaheiry pow:

‘Near the scene of the explosion were found what, appeared
to have once formed the handle of & “‘hand  barrow and two
smail loops of cord. By these loops it wounld have been possible
to sling the pot wpon the pole. On August 19.T saw Edward
Allen, foreman carpenter at Lord Ashtown’s sawmills.at Bally-
macarbery. He stated he made a hand barrow for Lord Ash-
town about four years ago, and that he last saw that barrow in -
the summer of 1906, Since the explosion he says-he has

Searched for the Barrow,

because James Ormond told him it was ‘missing, and he could -
not find it. He called at the barracks to see the handle found
by the police, and he said it was like the handle he made, as it
was made out of larch paling. The police had been unable to
trace this barrow. Graham told me that on the night of August
15 he locked up in separate houses his own dogs and the strange-
dogs which Lord Ashtown had brought with him. He gave as
his reason that he did not want his dogs to be fighting with the
strange dogs. I asked him what was the necessity of locking up
both Jots of dogs. He replied that he did not know, but that -
he had locked them up the previous night also. A few small
particles of blasting powder were discovered in one of the sacks
found at the scene of the explosion. Graham stated to me that
when he came downstairs after the explosion he found all doors
and windows intact except for the damage done by the ex-
plosion. T carefully examined the house for signs of a forcible
entry having been offected, and found no trace.’
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Dr. Ensors Tamer Juicoa.
A concenirated extract of highly medicinal vegetable juices,
for all ailments ot the liver, kidnuys, bladder, bowels, ste, a8 n
healing, cleansing, snd strengthening ¢ffect on all the digestive,
awimilative, and exoretory organs. 2s 64 per bottls, ’

Tussicura.

A simple vet powertul and ples-ant congh and oold remedy and
Inng tonje,  Qaiockly remedien all diseases of the throat and lungs,
snd buil 1s up these vital parts to greater strength, Makes weak luangs
strong, and strong lungs powerful. 1s6d, 2161, and 4363 per bottle,

Mountain King Asthma Powder.
. A powder which gives immedinte relief in violent attacks of
acthma, broochitis, eto. T largely used and recommended-hy asth-
matical reople throughont the whole of the colonies, 3,84 per tin,

Witch's Oil. -

- A compound of soothing, massging oila for soiation, rheu-
matism, a 1 other like puing. For cold weather aches, rhoumatiam,
fsiation, and lumbago it-stnnds pre-eminent, Witoh's U1 kills pain,
and is the Very best liniment in the world for all things a liniment;
onght to te good for, 2a 6d per hottle,
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